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8 ſoon. as Miſs Raby's return. Was 
known, Maria flew to the Man 
and to the eternal hopour of female Fend. 


ſhip be it mentioned, that Charlotte ſuſpend- A 


ed all the agonizing anxiety. occaſioned by 
vor. II, B | 


P 9 
or; 


APRN 
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her uncertainty of the fate of a ſilver muſlig, 
which had not arrived at the time expected, 
and liſtened with entire attention to her 
friend's narrative. | 


| . 
All her entreaties to know the name of 


the dear man were however ineffectual. 
Maria held herſelf bound in honour, and 
would not divulge it, though Charlotte, to 

1 encourage her confeſſion, urged, that if a 

maan of faſnion, he muſt be one of Pierpoint's 

| acquaintance, and by applying to him, ſhe 

: LM could have a molt ſatisfactory account of his 
wb character. ; 5 | 


This hint, though it failed of the defired 
ſucceſs, did not paſs Maria unregarded. At 
the firſt opportunity ſhe could ſeize, ſhe 
affected careleſsly to aſk the Major, if he 
was acquainted with Sir Henry Neville. 4 


It is in the power of cunning to affect ſim- 
plicity, but ſimplicity itſelf, when it would 
aſſume art, finds it tao thin a diſguiſe, A 
— 4 heſitating 
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heſſtating way of uttering ie name; and the 
known intriguing character of that gentle... 


man, gave Mr. Pierpoint an idea, chat this 


was the fictitious Stanley, whoſe ſtory he had 
heard from Miſs Raby; and his ſuſpicion was 
confirmed by Maria's bluſhing, when he fix- 
ed his eyes on her, and interrogatively re- 
peated the word Neville. Being therefore 
too much a modern man of honour, to ſpoil 
the Baronet's deſign, he gave only ſuch gene- 
ral outlines of character, as would attract the 


approbation, rather than the abhorrence of an 
unexperienced g1 irl. | 


* 


He faid that he was quite a man of faſh- 


% 


ion; appeared in the firſt circles, and was 


n admired.“ 


« Was he diſſipated,” Maria aſked. / 


Hands 1 Bite pegel dh 0 688 off 


a lively turn, but he had 1 e n 
2 | | 
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3 | 
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As I always love to define words that con- 
vey a general meaning, I will inform ſuch of 
my readers, who want information, that a 


generous ſpirit means a man, who ſquanders, 
with indiſcriminating prodigality, the ſuper- 


flux of wealth, which he knows not properly 


how to beſtow; and a good heart only im- 


plies, a being capable of compunction, when 
alarmed by the unexpected conſequence of 


ſome criminal act, but who never carries his 
penitence ſo far as to lead to reformation. 


As they are generally liberal and entertain- 


ing aſſociates, the world is very kind to thoſe 
claſſes of ſinners; it dignifies the profuſion 
of the former with the names of benevolence 


and generolity, and loſes in pity, for the | 
' tranſient ſtarts of conſcience which the latter . 
feel, all the horror that ſhould be excited oy 1 


reiterated crimes. 


„ 
If any perſon, charmed with the above 
account, wiſhes to adopt the characters I 
have deſcribed, I muſt warn them, that un- 


len W has beſtowed on them rank and 
birth 


— 
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birth, their efforts will be to no purpoſe. | 


They may be as extravagant and licentious 
as his Grace, but they never will obtain more 


honourable epithets, than thoſe of a thought- 
leſs dog, or an incorrigible ſeoundrel. ; 


When we are pleaſed with the ſpeech, we 
ſeldom ſcrutinize the ſpeaker. Though 
Maria's ſmall ſtock of penetration had been 
ſufficient to enable her to diſcover the pride, 
ſelf-conceit, and ignorance of the Major, even 
his flat had great weight, when thrown into 
the preponderating ſcale that adjudged the 
merit of her idol: nor could ſhe, in the pride 
of her heart, avoid informing. her mother, 
that Major Pierpoint knew Sir Henry, and 
gave him an excellent character. 


I ſhall not expatiate at large on the up- 
tials of Mrs. Pierpoint. In compliance with 
her father's expreſs deſire, they were cele- 
brated at the Manor with all imaginable feſ- 
tivity and hoſpitality. Maria attended her 
friend through all the ceremonious round of 

B 3 viſiting. 


4 * 
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viſiting, Her affectionate breaſt was truly 
diſpoſed to rejoice at an event, which, ſhe 
concluded, muſt confirm the happineſs of her 
beloved Charlotte : but ſhe ſoon perceived, 
with concern, that the ſame! ſorrows which 
had perſecuted Miſs Raby, continued to har- 
raſs the ſoul of Mrs. Pierpoint. Her gowns, 
though made by the firſt artiſt in London, 
did not fit with all their expected niceneſs. 

She had every effort to exhibit in her 

dreſs a of the neweſt faſhion, yet Miſs 
Mandeville had anticipated a trimming, upon 
which ſhe ſo much piqued herſelf, that ſhe 
had reſerved it for her moſt ſplendid viſits. 
Add to this, the colour of her chariot was two 
ſhades darker than ſhe had deſired, and her 
diamond ear-rings, though ordered to be 


exactly the ſame as Lady Twaddles, were in- 


' fefior in ſize and luſtre. 


Maria wondered that. ſuch diſappointments 

ſhould be of ſufficient conſequence to cloud 
with chagrin the morning of wedded love. 
She knew not that the heart often tries to 
eſcape 


eſcape the preſſure of real ſorrow, by rumi- 
| nating on trivial vexations. Charlotte's bled 
with a ſpecies of anguiſh which ſhe would 
not, even to herſelf, avow. The cool lover 
had not been converted by the marriage 
ceremony, into the affectionate huſband; 
Major Pierpoint thought too highly of his 


own merit, to conſider his wife's fortune as 


equal to his deſerts. I have already obſerv- 
ed, that her avowed attachment rather ſunk, 
than raiſed her value in his eſtimation ; he 
was beſides a man of faſhion, and never from 
principle wiſhed do be thought more than a 
genteel, negligent, and civil buſband. When 
the bride found that' ſhe could not excite all 
the envy and wonder ſhe expected, by the 


ſplendor of her appearance, and the tender 


attentions of her univerſally admired bride- 
groom, ſhe grew tired of the country, and 
impatiently wiſhed to enjoy the amuſing 


novelty of the metropolis. She parted from 


Maria with lively regret ; my heroine's feel- 
ings were by no means leſs poignant, but ſhe 
would not allow herſelf to indulge the ſelfiſh 

_— | B 4 concerh 
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concern that militated e r friend's 


happineſs. 


Le my renders; hould think this faxtifice 


too heroical, I muſt remind them that it is 


poſſible that the expectation of a young 
Baronet's ſociety, might ſoften the horrors of 


ſolitude, and reconcile her to Everdon after 
the loſs of her friend. 


iT he 0 after the e of the nts 
wedded pair, a note from Mrs, Herbert 
ſummoned Mrs. Willi and her daughter 
to meet her long expetted ſon. Miſs Wil- 
liams had fo often liſtened to long narratives, 
which extolled his goodneſs and ſenſe, and 
were accompanied by the tears of maternal 
love and anxiety, that ſhe took a great inte- 
reſt in the ſafety of the perſon, whom ſhe 
conceived to be not only one of the worthieſt, 


but moſt enchanting of men. 


It generally happens that the ſubject of 
e N praiſe is injured by the well 
meant 
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meant efforts of its eulogiſts. Maria felt ſo 
diſappointed at the appearance of Mr. Her- 
bert, that ſne could not avoid telling her 
mother, when they returned, that the good. 
old b was e too —— 


ce He may be a mae al aid. he, 
c and his long collegiate life proves him, in 
all probability, a ſcholar; but as to elegance 
of perſon, and gentility of manners, I can 
ſcarce think that even maternal fondneſs can 
aſcribe to him thoſe qualities. His external 
appearance is barely not diſagreeable, and he 
has a humorous addreſs” in his expreſſions, 
which though characteriſtic and entertaining, 
is exceedingly remote frony the elegant po- 
liſh, which marks the converſation of a'gen- 


tleman.” 


Mrs. Williams, whom friendſhip induced 
to favour the ſon of her beloved Mrs. Her- 
bert, cautioned Maria againſt haſtily mom | 
on a ſuperficial knowledge. | 


25 ᷣ 
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« Tou forget, my dear,” ſaid ſhe, that 
as we are principally indebted to nature for 
thoſe external advantages which ſtrike at firſt * 

ſight, they muſt be more evident than thoſe 


- ſolid virtues-which are ſeated in the ſoul, and 


which are only diſcoverable by a long ac- 
quaintance. | | 


In my journey through life, I have ſeldom 
found the moſt pleafing companion convert- 
able into the moſt eſtimable friend. Vanity, 


and a want of ſtability, often accompany 
- ſhewy talents: Do not however think, that 


I mean to inſinuate, that worthy people are 


generally diſagreeable ; on the other hand, I 


can ſtrictly aſſure you, that I have almoſt al- 
ways found an excellent heart expreſſing its 
benevolence even to ſtrangers, by a captivat- 
ing lovelineſs of manngrs. To diſtinguiſh this 


fine effect of innare goodneſs, from its ſo- 
phiſtical reſembler, polite inſincerity, requires 


a greater ſhare of diſcriminating knowledge 
than youth can be expected to poſſeſs. 


Maria 


AQVANTAGES OF EDUCATION. * uy. 


Maria perceiving der: mother. hurt by. ker 
reflections on Mr. Herbert, replied, that 
ſhe did not in the leaſt mean to impeach his 
moral excellence, but, on the contrary, that 
ſhe was inclined to think he had a th wor- 
5 heart. 8 | 


cc So,” replied the calm monitreſs, t cha- 
rity inſtructs us to think of all, until we diſ- 
cover the contrary ; yet a portion of the ſer- 
pent's wiſdom may be mixed with the dove's 
ſimplicity. Of thoſe with whom our com- 
merce is but tranſient and unimportant, it 
behoves us to form the moſt candid judg- 
ment; yet while artifice and deceit are ſo 
prevalent in the world, we ought (even be- 
fore we form an intimate connexion with any 
one) to examine every action, and to ap- 
plaud no virtue, of whoſe exiſtence we are 
doubtful. As this cautious conduct is totally 
incompatible with a quick deciſion, we ſhould 
ever beware of forming haſty concluſions, 
and habituate our minds to ſuſpect a err 
taneous 1 


B 6 
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Maria could not accede to her mother's 
opinion. She was inclined to think that the 
diſappointment Mrs. Williams had formerly 

Juſtained, had in this inſtance affected her 
uſual candour, and to confirm her in the 
orthodoxy of her own ſentiments, that the 


moſt agreeable are generally the moſt eſti- 
mable, Sir Henry Neville arrived the next 
day, to preſent an example of the NI 
united to the v virtues. 


— 


ERAS. 1 


VERY thing during the Baronet's ab-, 

H ſence, had happened exactly according 

to his wiſhes, His uncle s diſlike to diſpro- 
portionate 


4 & a 
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portionate marriages, proved to be not near 
ſo violent as he expected; he had even ven- 


tured to diſcover the ſtory of his love; and 
the paſſionate- deſcription he gave of his 


charmer's graces, had ſo wrought upon the 
good old man, that he had conſented to fee. 
her, and had promiſed, in caſe her merits 
proved adequate to his expectation, that he 
would not withhold his conſent to his ne- 
phew's happineſs. 


Good fortune ſeldom comes ſingle; 1 


had liad an interview with his adverſary, and 


every thing was in train for a ſpeedy accom- 


modation. 


; Maria met this full tide of felicity, with. all 


the ſanguine warmth and confident hope of 


lively youth, unpractiſed in the ways of man, 
and unconſcious of thoſe depreſſing appre- 


henſions ariſing from the recollection of paſt 
diſappointments, which mn people ah more 
experience $5 zan un Jade &il- 


«+ Hardly 
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« Hardly enjoy the pleaſurable taſte, 
« Or deem it not ſincere, or fear it cannot laſt,” 
PRIOR's HENRY AND EMMA. 


After having a little recovered herſelf from 
her firſt tranſport of joy, ſhe readily promiſed 
to reward him with the gratitude and artach- 
ment of all her future life. But in expreſſing 
even theſe pleaſing ſentiments, ſhe made uſe 
of terms no way agreeable to her lover. She 
talked of principle, virtue and duty, which 
words he would very gladly have baniſhed 
from her vocabulary. Ea 


Her agitated ſpirits gradually ſubſiding, ſne 
entertained Sir Henry with a recital of the 


events which had happened during his ab- 


ſence. Her friend's marriage furniſhed mat · 
ter for an ample diſcuſſion, and ſhe had juſt: 
mentioned Mr. Herbert's arrival, when that- 
gentleman entered at the little wicket which 
J have formerly mentioned, and announced to 
Sir Henry an unpleaſant diſcovery, that he 

Was 
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was no other than his old college acquaint- 
ance, and once intimate friend. 5 


The Baronet had but one moment to de- 
termine in what manner he ſhould receive 
him; and as it was impoſſible to avoid him, 
he was reſolved to meet him with a frank and 
cordial air. 


The firſt. n over, Neville aſked 
Herbert, If he was not ſurpriſed to find 
him in this retired ſolitude.” | 


« Not at all,” anſwered the other, 4 
have been abſent from England two years ; 
I know the quick tranſition to which faſhion 
is ſubject, and conclude that it is now cha- 

racteriſtic of the men of the world to "RO 
the echo.” | 


The converſation took a lively turn. Her- 
bert ſupported his part with a blunt pleaſan- 
try, which was agreeably contraſted: with the 
pliant eaſe of Sir Henry. Indeed the latter 


- 9 Us - a 
* , * 1 
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did not appear with his uſual brilliancy ; nor 
will the reader think me partial in decreeing 
the palm to the accademic traveller, when 


it is conſidered, that he had no deſigns which 
he wiſhed to conceal, and the man of the 
ne none, which he choſe to diſcover. . 


When Mr. 8 roſe ms took . 
Sir Henry accompanied him in his walk 
back to his mother. I have already obſery-. 
ed a characteriſtic frankneſs in the former 
gentleman, which, if not a certain proof of 
integrity, was a ſtrong indication of that 
manly virtue which acts with full force upon 

a heart conſcious of independance, and glow- 
ing with courage and honour. 


— 


He had not walked cn dated turning to 
Sir Henry, he aſked him to explain. an enig- 
ma which had * much puzzled him. 


ry. © When” kid he, | «1, firſt N at 
Everdon, my mother informed me that Miſs 
| Wilt, of whoſe merit ſhe ſpoke enthuſiaſ- 
4 tically, 


— 
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tically, . was on the evebf marriage with 2 
_ gentleman, of the name of Stanley; how 
comes it then, that you addreſs her with ſuch 
marked attentions, and that ſne receives them 


with ſo — a fatisfa@tion,” 


Sir 1 perlecly 0 that he had 2 
into hands, which would not be ſatisfied with 
half a ſtory ; he was therefore forced to own, 
that he paſſed i iy, the RTP Oy a 
name. 205 . 


J am — ſaid he, cc by a curſ- 
ſed diſpute with Captain Seymour. His 


ſiſter, an amorous filly girl, who fancies every 


man who pays her the caſual notices which 
gallantry requires, is her, betrothed huſband, 
has thought proper to wiſh to faſten on me 
that honourable. appellation. I declare ſo- 

lemnly, Edmund, I never had ſuch a thought. 
But ſhe has told her tale with ſuch art, that 
her Quixote brother is enraged againſt me 
to that degree, that a temporary retirement. 
is neceſſary for my ſafety, I ſaw no neceſ- 
lity "IN 


g_— . 
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ſity of confiding Shy hiſtory to the boors 


about me, but Mrs. Williams and her 
daughter are perfectly doquiined with you 
particular,” 


* 


99 
1 


Herbert anſwered, © I believe you, Sir 


Henry, when you fay that you never thought 


of marrying Miſs Seymour; but can you 
with equal truth affirm, that your conduct 
never gave her rational ground to hope that 
you had ſuch a deſign. If you cannot ſay 


this, you ſkulk under a mean excuſe; it was 


impoſſible ſhe ſhould know your thoughts, 
ſhe could only judge of yOu by your words 
and vapor 


« There is no neceſſity,” ſaid Neville, 
te that I ſhould account for mine to you; it 
is ſufficient for my own ſatisfaction, that I 
have the acquittal of my own heart.” 


« But,“ ſaid Herbert, & your character 
muſt ſuffer in the eyes of the world, and the 


more ſo on account of your abſenting your- 
| ſelf. 


6 r W ——— —— N 


1 
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ſelf. I ſhall wich pleaſure render you any 
ſervice in my power; you know I can be 
cool and determined ; ſhall I wait on Cap- 
tain Seymour, ann on an 3 e * 

* « By no enn . inderethited Sir e 
« there is that captious warmth in his diſpo- 
ſition, that he would ſay I had, by employing 
you, further expoſed his ſiſter's weakneſs, 

and would make that a freſh gum ad com- 


| Plank.” 44 | | | 4 


Then, Wee the e 0 What: isit 
that £ you Fen to do 2 


1 To wal aid N eville; " the effect of 
time; his regiment is ordered to Gibraltar 
in a month, and he muſt join it.“ 


« And ſhall you reſt ſatisfied with ſuch an 
exculpation? oh, Sir Harry, does this charm- 
ing villager fully know the ſtain that reſts 
upon your honour ? pardon my warmth ; if 
you betray her unſuſpicious ingenuous mind, 

what 


- 


» © 
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what eue what horror, moſt be dere 
"TORT $7: I 11 6 Ins 


— 


70 
* 


2 «You; treat me, an replied Neville, 


with great emotion, in a ſtyle to which I 


am unuſed. Who dares to whiſper a doubt 
againſt. the honour - of n intentions to 


Maria * 


he” ” 
- 


„ Thereds:n6:cther uhiſper;”" Bid, Her- 
bert, firmly, but my knowledge of your 
paſt conduct, and thee AR air of what 


hr En arty pan ts 


7 * , * * „ ry » > of 0 44 ” 
1 *4 * . a 80 4 


e I have an ar,” returned Sir Henry, 
te to puniſh the impertinent tale-bearer, that 


dares to ſow ſuſpicions in a heart, which I 


have taken ſuch pains to acquire“. 


© You need nad aſſume: that ſtern look,” 
anſwered Herbert, *© recolle&t. the temper 


of the man whom you try to intimidate. 


Though I ſhall ever carefully avoid profan- 
ng, by broils and contentions, the facred and 
pee 
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peaceful character vhich I mean one day to 
adopt; yet there is an awkward- obſtinacy in 
my diſpoſition, which only needs the convic- 


tion of right to enforce a ſteady perſeverance, 
in the execution of its deſigns; and I again 
aſſure you, Sir Henry, that if you have dared 
to form a view injurious to the honour of the 


young creature, whom you now addreſs, you 
ſhall not accompliſh it, if it is in my power 
to prevent you. The world and you may 
call my interference impertinent, but I feel 


myſelf bound to preſerve innocence, and de- 


tect guilt.“ 


« There was a time,” exclairned Neville, 
with a; deprecatory look, © that I eſteemed; . 
you my warmeſt and moſt valuable friend. 


, 


« And never,” ſaid Herbert, “ did L bet- | 
ter deſerve that title, than at this moment. I 
would reſcue. you from the horrors of re- 


morſe, and I would preſerve you from an 
action, which though ruinous in its effects to 
others, will be moſt deſtructive to yourſelt.” 


5518047 Sir 
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Sir Henry, who really had as many affairs 
of honour on his hands, as he well knew 
how to manage, was not diſpleaſed to diſco- 
ver a loop hole, by which he might eſcape 
this. He therefore aſted Herbert, „ if he 
really thought him villain ee to mw 
n 0h W277 eng 


» 


2 God forbid !” Wend 88 « 100 
have been licentious and diſſipated, but I yet 
truſt that your heart Is ncepable od uch (yt: 
tematic depravity.“ . 


© Then, continued Neville, * as you 
profeſs yourſelf my friend, I will freely de- 
clare to you, what terror ſhould never have 
extorted. I feel fo diſguſted at the recollec- 
tion of my paſt purſuits, that I am convinced 
of the neceſſity of adopting a different con- 
duct. Maria's excellent principles afford an 
aſſurance, that her ſociety will confirm all my 
reſolutions of amendment, and in that hope I 
am determined to make her my wife. 


ce Execute 
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00 Execute that determination, and i imitate 
the excellence which you admire,” faid Her. 
bert, © and happineſs muſt be your portion. 
Wherever the world may ſeek it, it can only 
be found in the walks of virtue. By the im- 
provement of our moral endowments, we en- 
large our capability of enjoyment. - On this 
| ſublime idea, is formed the moſt rational and 
exalted conception of the felicity of a future 
world. Your pardon, my dear fir ; my fond- 
neſs for theological ſtudies, makes me often, 
deviate-into the. ſtyle of a preacher ; but to 
return to your intended bride, I was uncom- 
monly ſtruck this morning with the tender 
ſenſibility and ingenuous pleaſure viſible. in 
her countenance, hen you made. a brilliant, 
or a perſpicuous remark. It is evident that 
ſhe loves you, How did you gain her eſti- 
mable heart? ſurely ſhe is aboye the mean 
exultation commonly. aſcribed to her ſes, 
which triumphs; in the conqueſt. of a. bear, 
wied has been a s to e o | 
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Neville owned that there was à delicacy 
and niceneſs in Maria's ſentiments, which 
would make him extremely averſe to her be- 
ing informed of his juvenile errors; and as he 


was fully reſolved to renoutice them all, he 


hoped Mr. Herbert would not rob him of 
the eſteem which was to reward his Pa 
gs, by an invidious er al | 
That gentleman doubted tlie rectitude of 
this injunction, which would cauſe him to 
withhold from an inexperienced young wo- 
man, the information neceſſary to her peace, 
and which it was impoſſible for her intuitively . 
to know: in his opinion it ſeemed much 
like that cruelty, which ſuffers a blind perſon 
to fall down a precipiece, without having 
previouſly informed him, that he ſtood on its 
extremeſt verge. Unwilling. however, to 
do a mean and ungenerous action, to a man 
who placed a confidence in him, he reſolved 


to wait the effect of this expoſtulation, and 
anſwered in general terms, that he would not 
be guilty of any thing baſe; and he conclud- 
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ed with expreſſing a wiſh, that time might 
prove the ſtability of Sir Henry's virtuous 
reſolutions. They ſeparated * reciprocally- 
diſſatisfied, and determined to watch ack: | 


other's conduct. ia 
4 | . 1 | R 
A... We 45h N 152 
A 
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NE mark that the human ſoul ſtill re- 
Y tains ſomewhat of its original purity, 
is the neceſſity which vice finds to adopt 
«diſguiſes even to itſelf. The practiſed vil 
lain ſhudders at the plain narrative of his 
own crimes ; nor is the deceitful ſophiſtry of 
ſin more evident in diſcovering motives to 
engage us in iniquity, than in dreſſing the W 
VOL, 11. r= 5 offence 
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offence in the ſofteſt terms. Nothing has 
contributed to increaſe the licentiouſneſs 

which is but too viſible in the manners of the 
world, more than the ſoothing epithets which 
folly and levity have made it cuſtomary to 
beſtow on immorality. The irreligious in- 
fidel is complimented with the character of 
freedom and liberality of ſentiment ; the in- 
continent profligacy of the libertine is ſof- 
tened into the venal error of youth, and pro- 
digality is excuſed by the pitiable complaint, 
that the gentleman's fortune was not equal to 
his mind. 


When virtue loſes its abhorrence of vice, 
ſhe diſmiſſes one of her moſt vigilant guards. 
Let but ſelf-intereſt ſurmount principle, and 
her ruin is compleat. I was led into theſe 
reflections, by conſidering the motives which 
induced Sir Henry Neville to add to his 
other crimes, the guilt of deliberate and ma- 
Licious falſchood. I 


As. 
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As jealouſy muſt be the inſeparable com- 
panion of love in the breaſt of a libertins, 
that gentleman's mind, deſtitute of the can- _ 
dour of virtue, could aſcribe no other mo- 
tive for Herbert's warm interference, chan 
the ſeducing prevalence of Maria's charms. 
He had anſwered him ſo very equivocally _ 
when he ſtrove to extert a promiſe of ſecrecy, 
that he was reſolved to think that he meant 
to ſupplant him by avowing his knowledge 
of his former conduct. It was neceflary 
therefore to ward off this fatal blow; and if 
truth would not aſſiſt in his defence, he might 
borrow aid from fiction, or in the vulgar 
home-ſpun dialect, tell a he. He perſuaded 
himſelf that it was juſtifiable by the ſame 
reaſons, which exculpate a man who com- 
mits homicide in his own defence. 


As to his ultimate deſign reſpecting Maria, 
he did not like to probe his heart on that 
ſubject, He loved her to deſperation; to 
loſe her was impoſſible ; if his other ſchemes 
did not ſucceed; he would marry her; yes, 

C 8 marry 
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marry her; where was the impropriety of 
terminating, in honour, a courtſhip that was 
.commenced in fraud. Romantic love would 
think the ſtricteſt connexion with its intend- 
ed deceiver, a fit reward for the purity of its 
wiſhes, and the conſtancy of its attachment. 


| Determined to proſecute a deſign, the ſuc- 
ceſs of which appeared evident, Neville re- 
ſolved to invalidate Herbert's evidence, by 
prepoſſeſſing Maria with the ſtrongeſt abhor - 
rence of his character. He repreſented him 
to her as one of thoſe extraordinary produc- 
tions of nature, that conceal, under the appear- 
ance of ſuperior goodneſs, an unuſual ſhare of. 
depravity. He dwelt particularly on his li- 
centious purſuits, violent paſſions, and maſ⸗ 
* diſſimulation. 


Maria's chief fault was pliancy of temper, 
. which credulouſly received every impreſſion 
from the ſentiments of thoſe ſhe loyed, She 
pitied the worthy Mrs. Herbert indeed, for - 


Placing ſuch unbounded tenderneſs on, ſuch 
a con- 
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a conſumate hypocrite ; but her love for that 
lady did not prevent her from entertaining 
the ſame abhorrence and deteſtation againſt 
her ſon, which ſhe had long felt for the rival 
of her dear Charlotte, Miſs Mandeville. 
Nor did ſhe need her lover's perſuaſion to 
determine, that ſhe would avoid Herbert 
with the ſame care that ſhe would a wild in- 

habitant of the foreſt. | 


As Sir Henry knew that it would be im- 
poſſible to introduce his uncle, which was the 
next ep he propoſed, during Herbert's ſtay 
at "Everdor; he choſe, by abſence, to avoid 
thoſe interviews, to which he found even his 
ſuperlative deception unequal. He truſted 
to Maria's averſion, and the conſtraint which 
ſhe already ſhewed, when in company with 
that gentleman, to prevent any ill effects of 
his dreaded knight errantry. He took leave 
of Maria under the pretext of proſecuting his 
plan of bringing his uncle to viſit her. | 


2 
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| To Mr. Herbert he held out another rea- 
fon; it was his deſign, he faid, to reconcile 
himſelf to Captain Seymour, which if, he | 

could happily accompliſh, he promiſed he 

would immediately return, and give his hand 

to the n villager, as they "_— called 
her. 


In ſpight of his fair promiſes, ſuſpicions of 
the moſt anxious kind lurked in Mr. Her- 
bert's ſoul, He frequently converſed with 
his mother on the ſubject, but all that he 
could learn from her was, that though Mrs. 
Williams did not entirely approve of, Maria's 
affections were irrevocably fixed. He per- 
ceived her anxious parent oſten threw on 
him glances, ſtrongly expreſſive of the curio- 
ſity which it was natural to feel, reſpecting 
the perſon on whom the future peace of her 
heleved child muſt entirely depend. 


1 e been the ſeeds af diſchd 
and Maria's manner was ſo conſtrained and 
diſtant, ſo different from the candour and 
| ability 
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affability that was conſpicuous in their firſt | 
interviews, that as he was unconſcious of 
offending her, he could not aſcribe the alte- 
ration to any cauſe but caprice. Diſtrafted 
how to act, but feeling his intereſt in her 
cauſe hourly increaſing, he determined, if. 
poſſible, to bring on an explanation. 


A few days after Sir Henry's departure, 
Maria went one morning to call on Mrs. 
Herbert, who was indiſpoſed. The anxious 
Edmund ſeized the opportunity of eſcorting: 
her home, to inquire in what he had diſpleaſ- 
ed her? Maria very ingonuouſly RY 
nothing. 


Mr. Herbert anſwered, „I am delighted 
to hear you acquit me. Since I firſt ſaw 
you, I have anxiouſly, but reſpectfully wiſhed. 
to gain the honour of your eſteem; yet when. 
I ventured. to-addreſs you in the ſtyle of con- 
fidence,. I fancied that I diſcovered a degree 
of diſpleaſure and reſerve in your countenance; 
and though my heart acquitted me of deſign- 

C4. As cd 
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ed offence, I feared that I had been gui of 
fome inadvertent fault. Pot en 


Maria called to mind all the cautionary 
ſuſpicions which Sir Henry had ſuggeſted ; 
and fearing to converſe with a man who 
would turn her moſt innocent expreſſions in- 
to ſome malicious meaning, was ſilent. 


„ Will you, Miſs Williams,“ continued 
Herbert, © inſtruct me in the happy art of 
pleaſing. We academics are too apt to 
proſecute the ſeverer ſtudies, at the expence 
of thoſe graceful proprieties which ornament 
ſociety. Excluded from the converſation of 
your ſex, our attempts at politeneſs are at beſt 
but awkward imitations. Can you propoſe 
to me any model, by copying of which I 
ſhall grow agreeable to thoſe fair judges 
whom I am ſolicitous to pleaſe.” 


As he ſpoke this with an arch look, Maria 
laughed at the implied raillery; but her ap- 
n 
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prehenſions ſoon returned, and fte reſuned 


her former gravity. 


« Do not miſconceive me, proceeded 
Herbert, I know Sir Henry Neville is juſt- 
ly entitled to the poſſeſſion of your heart. 
He has many pleaſing qualities; admire his. 
addreſs, . information and generoſity, - But 
ſure, if I yield him the unconteſted poſſeſſion 
of your love, . you may think ſuch a ſacrifice 
- not undeſerving ſome reward, _—_ all J aſk ãs 
your n. 4 8 . 


Maria's love was too innocent and too 
{incere to need the diſguiſe: of concealment. . 
She replied, . bluſhing, * that Sir Henry's 
friend had an undoubted _— to her good 


opinion.“ 


« And may I, without being accuſed of 
impertinence, aſk, when will my friend's - 
| happineſs and virtue be. confirmed by; an 
union with you,” 
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| 'Sh#:anſwered, © that they waited: for the 
ſanction. of Sir Henry's uncle. | 


« His tale ! * — with. 
an aſtoniſhed lock. 


— aid; he ceembled with | 
fear, leſt ſhe had proceeded too far, and an= 
ticipated an inuidious defign in Herbert, to- 
tranſmit to the olg gentlemam ſome malicious. 
repreſentation of her, which would render all 
poor Sir Henry's deſigns abortive, ever at 
the moment of their expected completion. 
But recollecting that ſo intimate an acquaint- 
ance muſt: know all his connexions, ſhe an- 
ſwered, Yes, his uncle. e is nqw-. 


gone to ſolicit: his yermiſſions! 


« T could have from,” exclined Her- 
bert, © that he had no fuch near relation; E 
have known him theſe ten years, and never 

heard him mention ſuch a or oof 


cc You: | 


— 
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% You forget, anſwered! Maria, it is 


kis mother's brother an inſirm old man, who 
has adopted him for his heir.“ | 


In the mind of Mr. Herbert, the poliſhed 


virtues were but ſecondary qualities. He 
thought it right rather to break the laws of 
good breeding, than to treſpaſs againſt pro- 
bity. Though this blunt habit frequently. 
diſpleaſed the fine gentlemen of his acquaint- 
ance, it ſecured him the eſteem of the diſcern- 
ing few, who know how to value integrity 
and truth. He vehemently: aſſured her that 
it was falſe; he knew. Lady Neville had no 
brother; ſhe was an heireſs; and Sir Henry 
inherited moſt of his preſent poſſeſſions from 
his mother's family. 


The alarm which. Miſs Williams felt, was 


extreme, She doubted: Neville's: veracicy,. 


but in an inſtant abandoned the unpleaſing 
apprehenſion. It was ungenerous to ſuſpect 


him only on the teſtimony of a conſummate 


hypocrite. With pleaſure ſhe' perceived her- 
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ſelf near her mother's, and hurried on to ter- 
minate the e 


Aer eſcort, no leſs, e! than kerſel; 
eagerly; aſked, her, if Sir Henry had im- 
{lf told her of this fictitious relation.” 


. Unvilling: to heat the man of her heart 
accuſed of falſity, . and. incapable. of ſpeaking, 
one herſelf, ſhe made no anſwer. 


89 Obe Miſs Williams g' 44 Herbert, 
« Why do you preſerve this obſtinate ſilence; 

it is. agonizing to me, but. fatal to yourſelk _ 

I would ſerve you even with my life - you 
know not. the character of. the man in hom 
you de 


— 


Er this undifcuiſed attack; Maril's refeat= 


ment roſe-to its extremeſt height. N 
e Arleaſt,” faid ſhe, „I Know the. ch 

rafter of his traducer. If, ſir,, calumny is 
| the —_ of your: friendſhug,, I. renounce its 
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1 ſee your treacherous purpoſe; yet will I be 


too generous to betray. you to your mother, 
or to rob her of the deluſive idea, that her 
ſon deſerves her eſteem.” r 
Sorry I am to obſerve, his though Mr. 
Herbert paſſeſſed many exalted yirtues, he 
yet fell ſhort” of perfe&ion. There was too 
much. warmth. in his temper ;. and: Maria's 
accuſation had touched: the. maſter ſpring 
which ſet it at work. His veneration for 
fincerity and truth. was enthuſiaſtic, and ſhe 
had accuſed him of treachery. It was. evi- 
dent ſne had been prejudiced in his disfa- 
vour; but his reſentment at the undeſerved 
reproach was too vehement to allow him te 
pity. her deluſion. He would have replied; 


but finding he could not command his paſ- 
ſion ſufficiently to bring his words within the 


bounds. of politeneſs, he ſuddenly wiſhed her 
a.good INE nn, * 


Left to reflection, Maria en dats 1.5. 5 


fible of an impropriety in her conduct; and 
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though ſhe ſtill reſalved. to confide i in Ner- 
ville & veracity, and to ſuppreſs every ſuſpi- 
ſion, ſhe had no ſooner rejected one, than 
another roſe, and in infinite ſucceſſion crowd 
ed upon her mind. Was it probable that 
Mr. Herbert, however malevolent his deſigns 
might be, would affirm. a falſehood that: 
could inftantly be diſproved. An attack. 
upon Sir Henry's character might have been 
made by a. thouſand. preferable methods; 
yet again if he ſpoke true, her idoliaed Ne- 
ville muſt have fabricated. a deliberate: lie. 
No virtue, however ſplendid, could in her 
idea preponderate againſt ſo black a charge. 
Perplexed in the extreme, ſhe refolved: to 
write to Mrs. Pierpoint, to diſcloſe. the ſe- 
cret which ſhe had hitherto. ſo cloſely cons 
cealed, and to conjure her, by their former 
friendſhip,. to make the moſt minute enqui- 
ries after the character of Sir Henry Neville, 
and in particular to certify the reality of his 
uncle's exiſtencc. Until ſhe received an an- 
| wer, ſhe choſe: to conceal from her. mother: 
| a converſation with Mr. 
| Herbert. 
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. Herbert, - She knew Mrs. Williams enter- 
tained an high. opinion of that gentleman; and 
ſhe felr unwilling to enter into any _ 
diſcuffions.. 0 . 


Edmund's mind was yet more violently 
agitated, He perceived that the raſh-impe- 
tuoſity of his temper had deſtroyed the good 
effects which his honeſt heart had laboured 


to attain. Maria's confidence in Neville was 


confirmed; and her diſlike to himſelf aggra- 
vated: to abhorrence. His mind was too 


generous long to retain the ſullen quality of 
reſentment ;. and. his anger againſt the cre-- - 


dulous and partial girl, ſoon ſoftened into 
the hvelieſt pity. © What ſtep ſhould he 
take? ſhould he communicate to Mrs, 
Williams the deceitful artifices-of her daugh. 
ter's lover?” it was evident by. that. lady's. 
dejected anxious look, and the tears which 
frequently. ſtarted into her eyes, that her ſuſ- 
picion was already rouſed, and that ſhe la- 
mented her child's inſenſibility to danger. 
« Of what avail then was it, to increaſe her 
| | fears 
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ſears and uneaſineſs? Sometimes he deter- 
| mined to apply to his mother, and urge her 
to perſuade Maria to doubt the honour of 
her lover; but he was checked by reflecting, 
that as all her information muſt avowedly be 
derived from him, her advice would carry 
uith it no weight, but would be rejected as 
| - "the ſecondeffort:of malice and treachery.. 
Perceiving his preſence was of no ſervice 
at Everdon, he reſolved to go to town, and 
endeavour to diſcover the ground of diſpute 
between Sir H. and Captain Seymour. 
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HE very morning Mr. Herbert ſet 
out on his expedition, Mrs. Williams, 
who placed the , moſt implicit confidence in 
his honour, arrived at his mother's. Deter- 
mined to intruſt him with the ſuſpicions which 
ſhe entertained of Sir Henry's real deſigns, 
and to diſcover his ſentiments. of the prin- 
ciples and character of his friend. Her diſ- 
appointment at Herbert's departure was ex- 
treme; ſhe condemned herſelf exceedingly, 
for permitting the favourable opportunities 
that had before occurred, of knowing his 
opinions, to eſcape unimproved; but whilſt 


tations which we had formed. I muſt con- 
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| ſhe was endegvouring to Erin other plans, the 
deſired ecclairciſſement took place, by a me- 
* thod which ſhe little expected, I mean, by 
Maria's receiving the following epiſtle from 
Mrs. Pierpoint. 


« ] am concerned, my dear Maria, to in- 
form you, that Sir Henry's character does 
not, upon enquiry, fully anſwer the expec- 


feſs, I never was ſo deceived. in my life; I 
tue. I received your's juſt as I was ſtepping 
into my chariot, to pay a morning call to 
Lady Jane Bellmour. She is quite che wo- 
man of faſhion,, and as we are very intimate, 
I determined to commence my inquiries with 
her, and to engage her to be fincere in her 
account; I ſwore her to ſecrecy, and then 
told her your whole ſtory. Her ladyſhip 
ſeemed delighted wich the narrative, and. 
aſſured me at the concluſion, that Neville 


was a divine fellow. All girls,” ſaid ſhe, 
are dying for him, and.that married. lady 
is 
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is happy, who can get him for her ciciſbeos 
but let your friend take care that ſhe holds 


him faſt, for he is too agreeable a creature 
to be conſtant,” _ . 


« Though this account was very pleaſing, 


I determined not to reſt entirely upon her 
evidence, in an affair of fuch importance; I 
went that night to the Ducheſs of R——'s 
rout, and there I declined taking a card, on 
purpoſe that I might proſecute my inquiries. 
I had applied to every one that I thought 
was capable of giving me information; when 
Lady Jane pulling my arm, whiſpered; that 
if I wanted. very circumſpect intelligence, 
Captain Seymaur, who juſt then entered: the 
room, could ſatisfy me. I did not: ſuſpect 
her ladyſhip was in a ſpiteful humour, for the 


is at times malicious, though on the whole, 


one of the moſt agreeable companions I ever 
knew; and as I was ſlightly: acquainted with 
the Captain, I endeavoured to draw him into 
converſation, and after ſeveral queſtions, I 
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{aſked him in an eaſy manner, if he knew by 


ſaid he, in a voice which rage rendered inar- 
ticulate. 


% 


gentleman was on the eve of marriage wid 


> 


Was ready to faint through confuſion. Some 
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Henry Neville, 


cc I yet tremble, Maria, at the idea of hi 
countenance z ; It was furious beyond deſcrip 
tion.“ 


« Do you mean to inſult me, madam)” 


Quite terrinch 1 affured him, — was 
ignorant of any reaſon that could convert that 
queſtion into an. offence, I added, that that 


a friend of mine, and-that was my ſole mo 
ous e for aſking information.“ 58 

8 «//This madam,” aid high « js not a Pro- 
per place for explanation. I will do myſe 
the honour of n * * to- morrou. 


188 


He left the room. joninediadly 4 1 


"ou laughed 
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aughed, others blamed, others pitied me; I 
ould not help being very angry with Lady 
lane, for betraying me into an error; but 
e is ſo much the ton, that I ſhall not break 
off our acquaintance. I was ſo much affe&- 
d, that I could not go to Lady T waddle's 
petit ſoupre, where I was engaged, but re- 
urned Kay * 

I did not dare to tell Mr. Ma a word 
of what had paſſed. He is perpetually chid- 
ing me for my awkwatdiſms and vulgarities. 
e would, I know, have laid all the blame 
entirely upon me; fortunately he was not at 
home when Captain Seymour called. He 
made a genteel apology for his peremptory 
manner the preceding evening, and was 
pleaſed to ſay he was certain I had not been 
informed of what had paſſed between his fa- 
mily and the villain Neville (ſuch were his 
ſhocking words.) © I now come, madam,” 
ſaid be, to requeſt a favòur, for which your 
friend ſhall find me grateful ; 3 it is to wait up- 
on the lady myſell. The narrative I have to 

| communicate, 
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communicate, is not of a paare to bear fre. 
a repetitions.” | | 


If T had refuſed, I fincied that he might 
have thought me aſhamed of you; I there. 
fore gave him your direction. Since I have 
done fo, I am apprehenſive T was wrong, 
My letter will, however, prevent your being 
ſurpriſed at the appearance of a viſitor, whom 
from the precipitancy of his manner, you may 
ſoon expect. 


65 


1 find that ſome ſtory about his ſiſter and 
your Sir Henry, had been greatly talked of, 
before I came to town; but as it is now bu- 
ried under new wonders, nobody cares to re- 
vive it. Lady Twaddle declares, that the 
Captain is a ternble revengeful fellow, and 


that the Baronet only acted as any young man 
of pleaſure would have done. So you ſee 
there are two opinions about him; and if 1 
was to adviſe you, I would enquire no fut- 
ther, but if poſſible, marry him before Cap- 

tain Seymour comes. That you know muſt 
| 3 n 


a. 
* 
ay 
- 
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terminate their quarrel, as his ſiſter could have 
no further hope; and I more ſtrongly adviſe 
you to do ſo, as I am poſitively aſſured that 
he has no relation in the world, on whom he 
is in the leaſt dependant; but is the uncon- 
trouled maſter of a monſtrous fortune; ſo it 
will be an amazing good match. 


I do not find town quite ſo agreeable as I 
expected. This, my dear, is a ſtrange world, 
I am almoſt tired of it. In London one has 
nothing but amuſements, till one is ſick of 
them, and giddy from their quick ſucceſſion; 
and in the country one is dying of the va- 
pours for want of a ſingle diverſion. You 
know I had uſed to check you for your phi- 
loſophizing humour, and tell you it was ſple- 
netic ; yet I now give way to it myſelf, and I 
often wiſh for a plan of life, I hardly know ' 
how to deſcribe; I wiſh you would marry 
Sir Henry, and come to town, I think then [ 
ſhould be happy. 


CHARLOTTE PIERPOINT, 


Three 


* 
— 
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Three times did Maria peruſe this letter; 
but it was ſtill the ſame. © The villain Ne- 
ville,” and, © he has no relation in the world 
on whom he is in the leaſt dependant,” every 
time meg her ſtartled thought. In agony un- 
ſpeakable ſhe claſped her hands, and raiſed 
her wild ſtreaming eyes to heaven”, #8" 96K 


Mrs. Williams had ever, on the preſſure 
of any great affliction, accuſtomed herſelf to a 
practice, which ſhe found very productive of 
reſignation and patience. Inſtead of permit- 
ting her mind to dwell on thoſe relative ap- 
pendants that aggravate diſtreſs into deſpera- 
tion, by a vigorous exertion of her powers, 
ſhe turned her mental eye on thoſe alleviat- 
ing circumſtances, which Providence kindly 
allows in every condition. of miſery, could we 
but permit ourſelves to ſee them. She had 
ſtrongly recommended this practice to her 
daughter; and as good habits improve into 
virtues, Maria, accuſtomed to this happy ſel 
command in trivial inſtances, preſerved her 
| natural 


- * 
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natural ſweetneſs of temper -unimpaired, and 3 16 
laid the eren of ſubtniſſion and pen = 


| Tfa wet n IE an cd 
party, Maria forgot her 'own-diſappointment, 
by thinking of the benefit which the huſband - 
man would derive from the ſalutary ſhowers ; 
and when her ſattin gown was, through miſ- © 
take, ſo ſpoiled in dying, that it was unfit for -J 
| herſelf, ſhe was ſtill pleaſed with the thought, 2 
that Betty, her maid, would be happy in hav- =_ 
ing it ay a Sunday dreſs. v 


My readers muſt not deſpiſe theſe trivial 
particulars ; it cannot be too often inculcated, _- if 
that the neglect of thoſe little humble duties, „ 
which many contemptuouſly refuſe to admit 
into the family of the vittues, leads to ſerious 
habits of error. Providence is not always cal - 
ling us forth to great exertions, either of poſi- 
tive or negative duties; in what then conſiſts 
that life of continual warfare which we are 
commanded to lead ? every hour we ought 
to be amiable and worthy ; but our oppor- 

ws £ D '  tunities 
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tunities of performing, exalted acts of goods 
neſs, may not, even in the courſe of our lives; 
repeatedly occur. The often negle&ed, but 
highly important, preparatory, duties, may he 
compared to the military exerciſes which are 
practiſed in times .of peace. - The ſoldier, 
who does not make himſelf maſter of, theſe 
introductory . evolutions,, can never acquit 
himſelf with honour in de . of Arte, 3 


＋ 


Maria found, that the habit akich he ha 
adopted i in the ſmall diſaſters of her formerly 
tranquil life, extremely ſerviceable at this 
bitter moment, when ſhe-was viſited by an 
affliction moſt poignantly felt by amiable 
minds; the unworthineſs of the man ſhe 
loved. Yet though buſy in finding out cons 
ſolation, ſhe could only chang to 278 idea 
for ſupport. «1 = 8 


% Thank God „ laid ſhe, 1 b have bot, 
by artifice or diſobedience, forfeited the love 
of my kind indulgent: mother. She will 
ſooth her poor deluded girl, and. think her 
vet 
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yet more endeared by her diſtreſs. Her 
love and pity will be my ſolace ; her excel - 


lent judgment, my guide. She is too good 
to condemn me for wanting that caution which 


my years and inexperience did not allow; 
and I ſhall learn of her, fortitude and pru- 
dence to direct me through this world, and 
pious reſignation, to guide me to a better.” 


Saying this, ſhe reſolved to find her mo- 
ther, and meeting her entering into the room, 
ſhe _ herſelf into her arms, 


* My deareſt child,” exclaimed the terrified 
parent, «© Why this ſevere diſtreſs * 


« Alas,” anſwered Maria, Sir Henry 
has deceived me! ſhe could ſay no more, 
but held out Mrs. Pierpoint's letter, which 


while Mrs. Williams was reading it, ſhe 
leaned againſt the window, and found ſome 
relief in a plentiful low of tears. 


D 2 | The 
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The good mother read. the confirmation 

ol her fears with pleaſure, rather than ſur- 

priſe; and 'ere ſhe addreſſed her daughter, 

breathed a ſilent ejaculation of gratitude to 

Providence, that the deception of the intend» 

ed betrayer was become apparent to the un 
ſuſpicious victim. 


Miſs Williams having again recovered her 
ſpeech, gave way to all the frenzied exclama- 
tions of abhorrence, which, though the mourn - 
er who utters them is at the time ſincere, are 
always known by thoſe who hear them, to 


be indicative of the ſtrongeſt attachment. 


Anxious that reaſon ſhould remove the 
partial affection which juvenile indiſcretion 
had introduced, Mrs. Williams affected to 
become a mediator for the Baronet. She 

told Maria, that as ſhe had indulged her fancy 
by creating imaginary; virtues, till. the ideal 
idol ſoared above humanity, ſo now ſhe, dif; 
treſſed herſelf by * crimes for granted, 

which 


: 
© 
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which fl in ſome degree wanted confirma- 
tion. of 


« You, muſt remember,” faid ſhe, © that 
this ſevere word, villain, is ſpoken by an 
enemy, and I ſhontd think, by his behaviour 
to Mrs. Pierpoint, a revengeful and paſfio- 
nate one. The only fault which ſeems clear- 
ly proved, is, that he deceived us by a fic- 
titious tale.” AE | 


« And can my mother,” ſaid Maria, « fo 
far forget the purity of her morals, as to uſe 
the palliative only, when ſhe ſpeaks of a 
lie? why did he tell ic me? that queſtion 
leads to a yet more horrid diſcovery. If it 
is poſſible, if he indeed meant to ptactiſe 
againſt my honour, let poverty and miſery 
be my portion without him. Never ſhall 
affluence and felicity court me to his nup- 
tials. Nay, did he entreat my pardon, and 
in the moſt ſolemn manner atteſt his peni- 0 
tence, I would abjure and hate him.“ 


D 3 Mrs, 
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1 Mrs. Williams, though ſenſible that her 
EE. daughter's energetic expreſſions were hut like 

. the falſe ſtrength that attends a delirium, was 

4 yet pleaſed with ſentiments indicative of men- 

tal rectitude. She applauded her reſolution, 
and ſtrengthened i it by. obſerving, that mar- 

riage with a man whom we ceaſed to eſteem, 

was a horrid act of ſolemn perjury. 


6 Guilt,” ſaid ſhe, © is often ſo attrocious 
as to ſuppoſe that the innocence which it 
fails to ſubvert, ought to be its reward; but 
a. woman poſſeſſed of moral principle, I 
ſhould uſe a higher term, of religious hope, 
will be cautious how ſhe riſks ſentiments to 
herſelf ' ſo dear, by a permanent connexion 
with one, who proves himſelf the enemy of 
virtue. If ſhe can ſo far forgive her intend» 
ed ſeducer, as to marry him, the world may 
juſtly attribute her reſiſtance to pride and 
*cunniag, rather than to virgin purity ; but. 
will yet hope, that Sir Henry had no ſuch 
deſign,” 


on, 


At 
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At this inſtant a gentleman's ſervant ſtop- 


ped at the gate, he brought Captain Sey- 
mour's compliments, and announced that he 


would wait on the ladies that morning, upon: 


ſome important bulineſs. 


Maria trembling and agitated in the ex- 
treme, caught hold of her mother's arm, and 


entreated that ſne might be abſent from the 


dreaded explanation. 


Mrs. Williams ftrongly adviſed her to 


ſtay ; © Oh,” laid. Maria, L.ſhall diſcover 
all my folly by my confuſion.” 


« More unfavourable concluſions, my 
dear,” replied the mother, © may be 


deduced. from your abſence; it may be 


inferred that you are abſolutely bent 
againſt conviction, And why ſhould you 
bluſh at diſcovering '': your ſuſceptibility 
for a man, with whom Captain Seymour 


knows that you intended to form the ſtricteſt 
tie. Summon your fortitude; I will be with 


D 4 vou, 


* > 


; Wy 


= 
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| you, and aſſiſt you to the utmoſt of my abi- 

| lities. Remember, it is you that muſt judge; 
and it is. only by hearing Captain Seymour 
yourſelf, that you canaſcertain the validity of 
his teſtimony,” _ 


4 


| Thus encouraged, Maria endeavoured to 
N. | Collett her preſence of mind, and in a ou 
| moments the gentleman pemwed. 


CHAP. v. 


APTAIN Seymour diſcovered at hi 
entrance a haughty ſuperciliouſneſs, 
which ſeemed the reſult of fancied ſuperio- | 


rity, It was conſiderably diminiſhed by the 
genteel 
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genteel dignity of Mrs. Williams's manner, 
who perceiving that he heſitated in whatzway 
to begin, informed him, that Mrs. Pierpoint 
had announced the purpoſe of his friendly 
viſit, and that they depended on his fincerity 
as a gentleman,! and his honour as a foldier. 


.« When I — ladies,“ faid che cap. 
tain, © that you are probably pre- poſſeſſed in 
favour of the perſon whom I mean to accuſe, 
there ſeems a degree of romantic improbabi- 


lity in my prefent undertaking; but when . 


you find that truth extorts from me the diſ- 
cloſure of a ſifter's diſgrace, my veracity muſt 
be W * 


SF... If” replied Maria, (a bluſh of gene- 
rous ſhame glowing upon her countenance) 
« you mean to infer from my known attach- 
ment to Sir Henry Nevill, that I am obſti- 
nately bent againft conviction, I mult affirm, 
fir, that you charge me with a determined 
error, of which I am incapable. My eſteem 
for him only exiſts while he appears to de- 

D J | ſerve 
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ſerve it. Remove that confidence, and it 
ceaſes.” 3 


Our officer, who from his knowledge of 
Mrs. Pierpoint, had formed no very high 
idea of her friend, was at a loſs to diſcover, 
in the preceding ſpeech, that romantic fond- 
neſs and conceited ignorance which his expec- 
tations had aſſociated with the rural beauty. 
On the contrary, he found himſelf compelled 
to admire the Juſtneſs of her ſentiments, and 
the Fompoled propriety of her behaviour. 


After a agb, which ſeemed with great — 
luctan to force its way, he addreſſed Mrs. 
Williams in the pe words. . 


« I (ep ſiſter, * innocent once, 
| and lovely as your daughter. For three 
years Neville endeavoured, by the moſt per- 
4 aſſiduity, to convince her of his 
love We did not aſk the nature of his ad- 
refs, though her fortune was far inferior to 
his, het her family connexions and rank, in 
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life ſeemed to ſtamp ſuch monſtrous arro- 
gance on a plan of diſhonour, that we formed 
no apprehenfions of his infernal deſign. 
During great part of the time whilſt I was 
with my company on garriſon duty at Gibral- 
tar, every account which I received from 
England, I fancied would contain the intelli- 
gence of Eliza's nuptials. Judge then my 
horror, my inconceivable aſtoniſhment, when - 
laſt April a letter from my widowed mother, 
almoſt unintelligible with tears, contained the 
ſoul-harrowing tidings, that the unworthy 
girl had yielded to her ſeducer's arts; had 
eloped from her family, nay, lived with him = 
in the contemptible character of his milfels,” | 9 


— - 0 
oy 


The glow which had hitherto illumined * 
Maria's cheek, turned at theſe words to a 
dying paleneſs. Her mother, fearful that 
ſhe would faint, led her to the window. Te 
air ſoon. recovered her; for the feelings "0 
which overcame her ſpirits were got ſelfiſh. 
Her firſt words were, „Poor young . 


how I pity her!“ R 
1 D< « You 


% 
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EE. + *© Youpity her, madam,” cried Seymour, 

4 de my feelings are of a different kind. Little 

. did I think that I ſhould live to hear my fiſter 
. as an a 8 if | 


« Your ſenſe of 8 1 perceive, is 
painfully accute,” ſaid Mrs. Williams, © we 
do not wiſh to wound it. Be pleaſed, fir, to 

purſue your narrative; my daughter is re- 
covered, and will liſten with compoſure.” 


3 0 There is little to add,” replied the 
129 haughty fon of Mars, but my own inef- 
= ſeectual endeavours to revenge Eliza, The 
2 fear of my vengeanee has hunted the coward 
_ from ſociety. I know not his hiding place, 
over 1 ſtay in England with the fixed reſolu- 
Bon to diſcover him. He ſhall not boalt 
i with impunity, that he made my We * 
harlot.“ | 


. 9 
But,“ enquired Maria, with compaMo- 
be oe, « where is * r 
now. ä 


cc ; Poſleſtion,” 
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« Poſſeſſion,” anſwered the Captain, 
te ſoon ſatiated her ſeducer's love, even be- 


fore I could return to England. She has 
gained my mother's forgiveneſs, and is gone 
into the country, from whence the frequently 


writes to me. Her penitence and ſorrow  - 


have deeply affected her health; ſhe entreats 
me to pardon her, and wiſhes to ſee me, but 
I cannot yield tg ſuch a meeting, till I have 

revenged her injured honour on Neville. 


Ss 


« And does ſhe,” ſaid Maria, "urs 


of ou ſanguinary purpoſes ?” | 
te She has all the eaſineſs of her ſex,” re- 


Plied the brother, and is, I doubt not, 
ready to forgive him; but if I do, may I 


iſh—T live but to puniſh him, and if his 


ts blood does but glut my ſword, I 


care not if mine flows the next inſtant,” 


* 


His countenance, as he poke theſe words, 
aſſumed a more than ſavage ferocity. Maria, 
terrified at the fury of his aſpect, no leſs than 

. ; at 


- 


E 


* 
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at his words, exclaimed, « Oh! ſurely, fir 
you are too vindictive PP 

EF thought, madam,” FO Tp * you had 
firmneſs ſufficient to withdraw your eſteem 
from a perſon whom I have OR — 
6 | 


J have, returned Maria. “ To the 
injured Miſs Seymour,” continued ſhe, with 
lifted eyes and hands, © I reſign every claim, 
every pretenſion to Sir Henry Neville. For 
millions of worlds I would not now be his. 
But is there no compaſſion, no charity due 
to a guilty wretch, who is highly unfit to 
be plunged into eternity? | | 


ce] do not,” anſwered the Captain, © of- 

ten trouble myſelf with theſe conſiderations; 
or I inight aſk, if charity requires me to let 
him live, to practiſe on others the lame arts | 

wich, have undone my Eliza.“ i 


Agonized 
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Agonized to the extreme, Miſs Williams 
again attempted to reply, when her mother 
pitying her diſtreſs, and being ſenſible that 
her interpoſition did but increaſe the reſent- 
ment which ſhe wiſhed to moderate, entreat- 
ed her to retire. As ſhe left the room, ſhe 


caſt on her mother an energetic look of fup- _ 


plication, which, with a pathos beyond what 
words could effect, ſolicited her to try to 
ſave him. "pf 
1 | | | 

Mrs. Williams was an adept in that ſpecies 
of eloquence, which compliments the perſon 
whom we addreſs, with the poſſeſſion of the 
virtues we wiſh them to practiſe. Adopting 
this delicate mode of reproof, ſhe commend- 
ed his high ſenſe of honour and fraternal 


tenderneſs, and expreſſed her own deteſta- 


tion of Neville ſo warmly, that Seymour 
became convinced that ſhe never would con- 
ſent to an union between him and Maria, and 
expreſſed his ſcatiments to that * | 


| Did 
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« Did: I not,” ſaid Mrs. Williams, 
te largely allow for the perplexing anxiety of 
diſtreſs like yours, I ſhould feel offended at 
your ſuppoſing a poſſibility that Maria ſhould 
forget what ſhe owes to her fex, her charae- 
ter, and her future peace. At preſent my 
mind is fully engroſſed by your ſorrows, and 

thoſe of your ſiſter. What muſt be het 
anguiſh, when ſhe reflects, that ſne has not 
only degraded your family, but - that the 
means of reinſtatiug its honour, involves the 
ſafety of her only protector, who--ſheuld 
have ſupplied the place of her loſt father, 
to herſelf and to her widowed mother ? 
how muſt ſhe wiſh that a leſs violent me- 
thod could have been diſcovered?” | 


« There cannot be any other,” interrupts 
ed the Captain. 


« grieve to hear you ſay ſo,” returned 
the lady, © you doubtleſs would not have 
adopted this, without the minuteſt inveſtiga- 


tion, You have examined every ſatisfaction 
1 


| 
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which law could extort, or penitence offer, 


and found them all inadequate. It is hard 


indeed allow me to anticipate your mo- 
ther's agony ; when to the wretchedneſs of a 
beloved daughter, the violent death, or neceſ- 
ſary baniſhment of a beloved ſon, her only 
remaining hope, is added,” 1 


« Theſe,” ſaid Seymour, * are the ſacri 
fices which honour require. Life alone would 
be too ſmall a purchaſe for the ineſtimable 
bleſſing of untainted fame. The anguiſh of 
our near connexions mult enhance its price, 
ad beighten-iey value,” ! (01 51 41 

L 

< Such Pe ridtn I 3 e up 
poſed, lived in the boſoms of dueliſts; and 
yet, continued Mrs. Williams, « I have 
often rejoiced that their brave ſpirits were 
beyond the reach of this world's cenſure or 


applauſe, when I have heard reflexions thrown 


out againſt the merit of thoſe who | periſhed 
in ſingle combat. r 
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the lady, © you doubtleſs would not have 
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c Did I not,” ſaid Mrs. Williams, 
« largely allow for the perplexing anxiety of 
diſtreſs like your's, I ſhould feel offended at 
your ſuppoſing a poſſibility that Maria ſhould 
forget what ſho owes to her ſex, her charac- 
ter, and her future peace. At preſent my 
mind is fully engroſſed by your ſorrows, and 
thoſe of your ſiſter, What muſt be het 
anguiſh, when ſhe reflects, that ſne has not 
only degraded your family, but that the 
means of reinſtating its honour, involves the 
ſafety of her only protector, who-ſheuld 
have ſupplied the place of her loſt father, 
to herſelf and to her widowed mother? 
how muſt ſhe wiſh that a leſs violent me- 
thod could have been diſcovered ?” | 


« There cannot be any other,” interrupt- 
ed the Captain. 


« Þ grieve to hear you ſay ſo,” returned 


adopted this, without the minuteſt inveſtiga- | 
tion, You have examined every ſatisfaction 
R which 
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which law could extort, or penitence offer, 
and found them all inadequate. It is hard 
indeed allow me to anticipate your mo- 
ther's agony ; when to the wretchedneſs of a 
beloved daughter, the violent death, or neceſ- 
ſary baniſhment of a beloved fon, her only 
remaining hope, i is added,” 8 


« Theſe,” faid . « are the PT 
fices which honour require. .Life alone would 
be too ſmall a purchaſe for the ineſtimable 
bleſſing of untainted fame. The anguiſh of 
our near connexions muſt enhance its price, 
and beiden n Lit 51 

0 

0 „Such 3 1 — n ſup⸗ 
poſed, lived in the boſoms of dueliſts 3 and 
yet,” continued Mrs. Williams, I have 
often rejoiced that their brave ſpirits were 
beyond the reach of this world's cenſure or 
applauſe, when I have heard reflexions thrown 
out againſt the merit of thoſe who periſhed 
in ſingle combat.” : 


- 


c Cowards,” 
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cc Cowards,” replied Seymour, « zre great 
admirers of thoſe ſtatutes which render it 
criminal in injured merit to reſent infamy or 
inſolence. I doubt not but Neville can ex- 
patiate o _— on | the { r of "uy 
purpokes. . 


* * 
* bd 4 — * : . 
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« The arguments which my friends pur- 
ſued,“ faid Mrs. Williams, were different. 
Will you excuſe me if J repeat their ſerti- 
ments ? they ridiculed the folly of innocence 
placing itſelf on a level with guilt,” nay, in 
more eminent danger, as the challenger gene- 
rally declines the firſt fire- They urged the 


abſurdity of calling this redreſs of injuries. 
It only publiſhed the depravity of the wife, 
or the imprudence of the ſiſter, which was 
before perhaps diſputable, announced the 
folly as well as the raſhneſs of the loſing 
gameſter, and ſtamped authenticity on a lie, 
that would be otherwiſe only repeated and 
forgotten. Till the world,” ſaid a gentle. 
man of my acquaintance, grows candid, I 
will never entruſt it with my injuries; nor 

will 
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will I apply to chance for redreſs, till I 
know that Providence has deputed her to 
perform that office. I will take a nobler re- 
venge. The villain that has wronged- me, 
ſhall live to endure the ſtings of conſcience, 
and the neglect of mankind, who are ever 
ready to take the part of thoſe who ſeem 
leaſt vindictive; and the mortification of 
knowing that. I: have diſcovered and deſpiſe 
him. As he ſhall be well aſſured that I will 
never give him an opportunity of acquiring 
praiſe by a public diſplay of falſe courage, he 
ſhall have his preſent anguiſh increaſed by a 
loathſome proſpect of protracted Jife, bend- 
ing under the pangs of contempt, mot 
and ——_ 


"Gann — . was 2 attentive to 
Mrs. Williams. The rage which inflamed 
his countegance gradually ſoftened into that 
melancholy loom, to which it had long been 
accuſtomed. Oppreſſed by a variety of paſ- 
ſions, to which he was unable to give utter- 
ance, he boweg, and ſilently withdrew. | 

_ CHAP. 
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CEE W 


HE moment he was gone, Maria 
ruſhed into the room. © Have you 
previiled,” aid ſhe, will he andy 
ve?” | 


ce I truſt,” replied the afflicted mother, 
* that my perſuaſions have not been wholly 
ineffeftual. But Maria, why thus dreadfully 
anxious for one whom you have goo — 
ever als 


* =} 


« If W ee will fpare kis " 
anſwered Maria, © I ſhall ſoon recover my 


Peace 
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peace of mind; His crimes, which haye ex- 
cited my abhorrence, increaſe my alarm for 
his ſafety. Is he fit to plunge into eternity? 
oh, madam ! my reſentment does not purſue 
him to a future ſtate ; I would have him live 
to repent. You look at me with ſuſpicious 
terror. Come, then, try my reſolution, I 
will forbid him my ſight for ever: you ſhall 
write, but I will dictate.” . 


« Agreed, my love,” ſaid Mrs. Williams, 
* only on one condition, that your ſtyle ſhall 
be more firm than paſſionate ; that your re- 
fuſal may appear the reſult of principle and 
reaſon, rather than diſappointed affection.“ 


« Let it be expreſſive of both,” ſaid Ma- 
ria, © why ſhould I diſguiſe ſentiments in 
which I ſuſpected no harm.” Mrs. Williams 
then, by her directions, wrote as follows. 


5 


Artifice, when diſcovered, excites abhor- 
rence proportionate to the confidence which 


| 15 
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it has injured. I hold the pen 2 
proud of decent independance, abjures the 
ſplendor that allured but to betray; and pro- 
teſts that ſhe never will behold you more. 
Though tenderneſs and eſteem have ſubſided 
with the imaginary merit on which they were 
founded ; yet pity for a man who has ſtooped 
to depravity and fraud, compels her to in- 
form you, that regard for your perſonal ſafety 
muſt deter you from coming to Everdon, 
Captain Seymour waits in its vicinity, 


— 


AMELIA WILLIAMS.“ 


After this letter was diſpatched by a ſpe- 
cial meſſenger, Maria retired, as ſne aſſured 
her mother, to ſleep, but in reality to ſpend 
a tedious night, in muſing on diſappoint. 
ments, which if not the moſt ſevere human 
nature can ſuſtain, are the moſt depreſſing 
by happening at a period, when the heart is 
more peculiarly alive to ſenſibility. 


1 
, 


Equally 
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. Equally tedious and gloomy did the night 
appear to Mrs. Williams, in whoſe mind the 
maternal fervour glowed ſo intenſely, that ne 
never could behold even the imaginary 
troubles of her daughter, without a kind par- 
ticipation. Well might a real affliction like 
the preſent, excite the tendereſt ſympathy, 
and the moſt active attention. 


Maria bent under the feelings of love, 
grief, and reſentment, with all the delicacy 
and elegance of a broken lily. Aſhamed to 
diſcover her ſenſibility for a villain, ſhe diſ- 
dained complaint, and aſſumed a ſhew of 
eaſe, which an idiot might have diſcovered 
to have been affected. Incapable of wilful 
deceit in her conduct with others, but ex- 
tremely apt to delude herſelf with unfound- 
ed expectations, ſhe fancied her uneaſineſs 
wholly aſcribable to Neville's danger, and 
doubted not but the return of the meſſenger 
would reſtore her tranquillity, if it did but 
confirm the probability of his ſafety. | 
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In two days he returned; the intelligence 
he brougat was however very vague and in- 
concluſive. Sir Henry, whom he had ſeen, 


ſent no anſwer. Much to the aftoniſhment 


of Maria, he found Herbert with the Baro- 
net; and from him ſhe received the following 
epiſtle. 1 


II I will uſe my utmoſt endeavours to pre- 
vent Sir Henry from returning to Everdon, 
and I truſt I ſhall be able to preſerve him 
from a rencountre with Captain Seymonr. 


May I hope that Miſs Williams will forgive 


the warmth which J injudiciouſly expreſſed 
the laſt time I had the happineſs of conver- 
ſing with her, and that ſhe will accept the 
faithful ęrvices of her ſincere friend. 


EDMUND HERBERT. 


; Though her aſperity to Mr. Herbert wa 
much ſoftened, her mind had been too un- 
accuſtomed to violent tranſitions, from hate 
to 
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to eſteem, to allow her to place implicit con- 
fidence in his aſſurances, 


Her mother indeed encouraged her to rely 
on the ſteady truth of a man, who in every 
paſt tranſaction of his life, had evinced the 
ſtricteſt integrity. 


« When a lad,” ſaid ſhe, “ he was the 
ſoul of honour, and though no ways deficient 
in agreeable vivacity, was never hurried by 
the flow of juvenile ſpirits, into any action 
which ſeemed to border upon trick and arti- 
fice. - Indeed this honeſty ſeemed in him 
ſcarce a virtue, as there was an impetuoſity 
in his temper which rendered diſguiſe im- 


poſſible.“ 


« How different,” replied Maria, © is 
this character, from, what Neville deſcribed 
him to be, a dangerous maſter of the deepeſt | 
arts of diſſimulation. I do not controvert 
your opinion ; but how dreadful is it for me 
to reflect that my warm, imprudent, and un- 

vol. It, E diſcerning - 


not wholly free from error, your faults, my 
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diſcerning heart preferred the man, whoſe 
converſation was a continual inſult to truth,” 


« And how grateful,” faid Mrs. Wil- 
liams, © ſhould you be to Providence, that 
it diſcovered your error, before it was im- 
poſſible for you to retract it.” | 


Maria, with unaffected piety, acknowletlg- 
ed the interpoſition of an all- ſeeing and mer- 
ciful power. © But,” added ſhe, © regret 
for my folly muſt ſadden all my future proſ- 
pects.“ | 


«.Had you obſtinately perſiſted againſt 
conviction, or madly ſacrificed the prior 
ties of duty to the ſuppoſed obligations of 
love,” returned the mother, I muſt con- 
feſs your views would have been clouded by 
the painful gloom of ſelf-accuſation. Though 


child, are only the venial indiſcretions of 
youth. Experience teaches diſtruſt and ſuſ- 
picton ; but I always conclude, that ſome- 

| What 
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what depraved lurks in the youthful heart, in 
which they ſpontaneouſly grow.“ 


Though theſe ſoothing conſolations were 
often repeated, Mrs. Williams ſtill continued 
unable to reconcile Maria to herſelf, Her 
health viſibly declined beneath the preſſure 
of mental miſery ;. and her faded cheek and 
hollow eye gave freſh alarm to her mother, 
« Gracious heaven!“ ſhe uſed to ſay to her- 
| ſelf, © have I been unthankful to thee for 
this precious child ; or negligent in my duty 
to her, that thus thou threateneſt to reſume 
her. Perhaps my offence is of a different 
kind; the gift has engroſſed my heart, and 
made me inattentive to the giver. I feel 
that T deſerve correction in this particular, 
yet do not inflict it without ſupplying me 
with the conſolatory aid of * and re- 
ſignation!“ 


Struggling to diſguiſe her own diſtreſs and 
anxiety, as it ever was her cuſtom, Mrs. 


Willlams affected to conceal her conſciouſ- 
E 2 neſs 
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neſs of Maria's indiſpoſition, well knowing, 
that as it originated in depreſſed ſpirits, any 
apparent alarm on her ſide would but in- 
creaſe the cauſe of the evil, againſt which ſhe 
wiſhed to guard, She perceived with the 


greateſt concern, that a habit of liſtleſs indo- 
lence ſuperſeded thoſe cuſtoms of induſtry, 


which formerly diſtinguiſhed Maria's active 
life. If ſhe prevailed on her to walk-in the 
garden, and applied to her for her opinion in 


the arrangement of the flowers, it was given 


with the air of a perſon, who wiſhed-not to 
fee the produce. Her work was thrown 
aſide ; her paintings lay unfiniſhed ; ſhe read 
indeed whenever ſhe was requeſted, but the 
volume was reſtored to its place in the book- 
caſe, without its accuſtomed remark. Even 
charity but coldly intereſted her tender and 
benevolent heart; or rather the ſpring of 
her mind was ſo broken, that ſhe wanted 
ſpirits to prevail upon herſelf to make the 
exertions neceſſary for the revival of thoſe 
tranſports, which ſhe once ſo forcibly felt. 
She imagined that ſhe ſhould never know 
happineſs 
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happineſs more, and to think fo, is to re- 
nounce it. : 


Her favourite amuſement was to look at 
Nelly Waters, who till continued ſpinning 
to ſupport her grandmother ; and at the ſame 
time ſang ſome melancholy ditty, applicable 
to her lover's abſence. 


Maria continually oppoſed this girl's he- 
roiſm to her own weakneſs; and the contraſt 
ended in ſeveral bitter refleftions. 


« Did this young woman,” ſaid ſhe, 
« without any other incitement than unedu- 
cated goodneſs, reſign the worthy object of 
her love to ſupport a parent, and to fulfil the 
ties of gratitude ; and ſhall I, who have been 
inſtructed in thoſe nicer ſentiments which 
ought to produce more elevated virtue, re- 
pine at my neceſſary reſignation of a villain ?” 


The poignancy of this reflection daily in- 
creaſed.” Hitherto it ſerved for no other pur- 
| E 3 poſe 
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poſe than to embitter the diſtreſs which it 
ought to have diminiſhed. Maria, though 
truly candid to others, preſerved, in every 
thing relative to her own conduct, a ſtrict ſe- 
verity that reprobated with abhorrence every 
appearance of wrong. But it often happens, 
that thoſe who poſſeſs this nicety of fentiment 
in too great a degree, fall into a new error 
while lamenting the paſt. Thus it fared with 
my heroine ; her reſentment againſt herſelf 
for having been the dupe of Neville, wholly 
occupied her mind, and rendered her inatten- 
tive to the painful anxiety which her unhap- 
pineſs excited in her mother, | 
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CHAP, VI 


HEN we indulge in a cavilling hu- 
' mour, and complain of the ſcanty 
portion of happineſs that Providence permits 
us to enjoy, we do not allow ourſelves to 
conſider how large a ſhare of human miſery 
originates from the diſorders of our paſſions, 
My young readers are, in the character of 
Maria, preſented with an inſtance of great 
goodneſs of heart, and purity of intention ; 
yet the ſufferings under which ſhe appeared 
to ſink in the laſt chapter, cannot be aſcriba- 
ble to any peculiar infliction of heaven, but 
E 4 rather 
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rather to the extreme indulgence of love and 
grief. Theſe are the paſſions moſt fatal to 
the tranquillity of youth. Volumes have been 
written to prove their fatal effects, yet until 
the leſſons of inſtruction prove as forcible as _ 
the convictions of experience, we mult leave 
them to be taught moderation, by the pain 
and inconveniencies which vehemence Pro- 


duces. 


Filial piety, though it has for ſome time 
appeared a dormant quality, was the happy 
means of awakening in Maria's mind, thoſe 
ſentiments, which terminated in vigorous ex- 
ertion and recovered peace, 


One evening, after having parted with her 
mother, ſhe was alarmed at over-hearing 
ſcarce audible exclamations of diſtreſs. Haſ- 
tening to her mother's chamber, ſhe per- 
ceived her fainting in Betty's arms. This 
ſight baniſhed every recollection of Neville, 
and ſhe haſtened to her aſſiſtance with all the 


alarm and ſolicitude of tender love. The 
ER maid 
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maid perceiving her young lady's diſtraction, 
entreated her to be calm. 


* My miſtreſs,” ſaid ſhe, “ will ſoon re- 
cover; ſhe has had theſe kind of fits almoſt 
every night for this laſt fortnight. Her only 
concern has been leſt you ſhould know it. 
Indeed I do not wonder at her fainting, for 
ſhe generally ſpends the night in tears. 


« Exemplary mother,” ſaid Maria to her- 
fIf, © and is all this kind concern for a child, 
who, abſorbed in her own unhappineſs, has 
ſcarcely thought. of her anxious ſympathy ?”” 


At this moment Mrs. Williams recover- 
ed, and perceiving Maria bending: over her 
with looks of unutterable affection, ſhe ſmil- 
ing preſſed her hand, aſſured her that ſhe was 
perfectly recovered, and. wiſhed her a good. 
night. 


Maria entreated that ſne might watch by 
her. a 


<= cc No,“ 
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e No,” faid Mrs. Williams, © I am fo 
much better, that I have no other went than 
that of ſleep; and the preſence of any attend- 
ant always prevents my repoſe.” | 


Penetrated to the ſoul by theſe conſide- 
rate marks « of delicate tenderneſs, Maria 
withdrew, and reſolved to render herſelf more 
worthy of the ineſttmable bleſſing of her mo- 
ther's love, by ſacrificing that keen regret 
which might be compared to the unimport- 
ant rites of bigotted ſuperſtition which pre- 
tends to much merit, but in reality deſtitute 
of all, and only engroſſes the time which is 
juſtly claimed by very important duties. 


Determined to conquer a grief, which ſhe 
never thought reprehenſible, till ſhe read its 
effects in her mother's ſufferings, ſhe appear- 
ed at breakfaſt the next morning with a pla- 
cid ſmile upon her countenanee, inſtead of 
that melancholy compoſure which her fea- 
tures were wont to aſſume. Nor did ſhe 
wait in ſilent dejection till her mother began 

the 


- 
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the languid converſation ; ſhe found, to her 
aſtoniſhment, that the powers of her mind 
were not, as ſhe ſuppoſed, entirely annihi- 
lated. A heavy heart indeed ſomewhat im- 
peded. the lively flights of the imagination, 
but the ſtores of the memory were uninjured ; 
and even benevolence proved that it only: 
wanted the liberty of exertion. to reſume the 
enjoyments it ſo highly valued, and which 
would now acquire an additional zeſt from. 
the experience of calamity. Mrs. Williams, 
with ſilent tranſport, beheld the happy 
change. ä | | 


As ſoon as the tea table was removed, 
Maria propoſed reading; and being permit- 
ted to determine the ſubject of their literary 
entertainment, ſhe choſe poetry.. The natu- 
ral warmth. and romantic bias of her mind 
had ever rendered her highly ſuſceptible of 
the enthuſiaſm of genius, and the flow of 
numbers; and the preſent ſtate of her heart 
ſtrengthened the native predilection. A- 
mongſt the miſcellaneous pieces which: ſhe- 

E. 6, read 
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read that morning, the en was her de 
cided —— 


\ obs TO THE IMAGINATIONS, 


7 


Ye pleaſing phantoms, ſoothing forms, 
Who people fancy's ſunny beam, 8 
When hope the buoyant boſom warms, 
And joy inſpires the raptur d dream 
Ye, who the fancied laurels wreath, 
Which animate the brave to dare; 
Ye, wha the ſoftenchantments breathe, a 
Wich ſpreads perfection round the fair; 
Ye echos of the world's acclaim; 
Ye viſionary ſhades of unſubſtantial fame.. 


TS... 


Deluders of the mind | I own: | 
L. fe owes to you its happieſt hours; 
High ſeated on your elfin throne, 
Le rival nature's plaſtic: powers; 
For ye can oer creation throw 
Charms which reality denies, 
And boaſt, amid the polar ſnow, 
_ - Arcadian-groves, Heſperiar: ſkies ; 
Oh crown me with your thornleſs roſe, - 7 | 
Oh waft me to thoſe iſles, where joy's full current flows. 


3. B w_ | 


4 
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3s. 
Benignant to a wretch diſtreſs'd, 
For me your magic fimples cull ; 
And when remembrance ſtings this breaſt, os 
With opiate charms my feelings lull : - 
Bid theſe dim eyes no loffger mourn, 
The faithleſs friend, or lover loſt ; 
And to its hopeleſs, joyleſs urn 
Confine affeRian's wailing ghoſt ; 
Bid memory drop her uſeleſs hoard 
Of vows that could not bind, of looks in vain ador'd. 


4+ 


Oh from a heart too much deceiv'd, 
Banjſh the hill, the lawn, the grove, 
Where fond credulity believ'd, 
Where falſhood wore the maſk of love... 
Ne'er let it paint the form divine, 
Where every virtue ſeem'd to dwell ; 
Or tell how from his lips benign 
The hony'd accents graceful fell: 
Oh let not his idea reign, | 
E'en if my vacant heart no other form retain. 


5. 
Come — bid the ſenſe of honour riſe; 
Let female pride and female ſhame. 
Diſperſe in air thoſe guilty ſighs, 
That heave but. at a traitor's name. 
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Who, all my confidence * truth 
With undeſerved wrong repaid, 
Who for my unſuſpicious youth 
The artful ſnare of ruin laid. 
Oh bid me a juſt vengeance take, 
Bid this heart ceaſe to love, or in. the ſtruggle break 


CHAP. VII. 


HE idea, faid Mrs. Williams, of re- 
pairing to the imaginations for relief 

from diſtreſs, is pleaſing and poetical; but 
like many of the ſoothing reflections which. 
the muſes afford, is proved fallacious by 
reaſon, and unavailing by experience. Fancy 
is an agreeable holiday. companion, but if ſhe: 
viſits us in a gloomy ſeaſon, it. is rather to 
. 


7 
torment than to entertain us. She generally 
contrives to increaſe our regret, by aggra- 
vating the value of what we have loft, or by 
exalting our ideas of our own deſerts, ſhe 
renders us querelous repiners. Sometimes 
ſhe ingeniouſly teazes us, by ſhewing us 
how much better we could have employed 
our miſ-ſpent'time, and builds ſuch charming 
fairy caſtles out of, paſt lapſes and future poſ- 
ſibilities, that we are almoſt hurried to dif- 
traction by the contraſted drearineſs of our 
preſent ſituation. Turn over, my dear, 
a few leaves; I know a poem in the collec- 
tion you have in your hand, which explains 
theſe deluſions with: great propriety, and di- 
rects the ſufferer to the only real + oi 
in the hour of mee 
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Opt ON THE CONSOLATIONS rok AFFLICTION.. 


1 
When ſorrow barbs her murd'rous dart, 
And nature's undeftnded heart 
No more the ſyren pleaſure charms,. 
With languid head and folded arms, 
The penſive mourner ſtands to brood on cureleſs woe. 


2. Fancy, 


tt 


| Obſcures the gathering night; and naggiifies its ſtorms. | 
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Fancy, who oft in happier hours, 1 2 
From her clear mirror's magic powers 15 
Reflected pleaſing forms; | 23 i 
Invited now to give relief, ; 75 
But multiplies the ſhapes of grief, 


1 
She darts into 'the fever *d brain 
Keen burning arrows of diſdain, 
Sneers of illiberal mirth;;z - |, 
She fills with horrors not its own, 
Sad wants” reverberating groan, | 


'Y 


| nn rammen 


And bids deluded man adore the e . 


4. 
Say, ſons of ſorrow ! have ye eber, 
When ſammer breezes fan'd the air, 
A ſportive inſect ſeenn 
Baſk in the ſun, or ſip the de vw, 
Or ſpread its wings of golden hue 
Yet ſoon the trifler flies, when winter's blaſt grows keen? 


K. 
So with proſperity's warm gales * 
The ſoft enchantreſs fancy ſails, 
In elfin ſplendor fair; | 
Gay in her own arcadian reignz, 
She bui:ds a viſionary fanes 


6. More: 


« 7 
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6. 
More certain aid, more laſting fires, 
Adverſity's dim night requires, 
Its horrors to relieve ; | 
When love laments its oaths forſworn, 
When friendſhip's roſy bands are-torn, 


89 


When meekneſs muſt accuſe, and firm - rares tene 


U : 7 "= 
Yet then, e'en then, deſpair ſha!l fly, 
If conſcience with approving eye, 
Views memory's guiltleſs ſeroll 
If ſummond to truth's awful bar, 
No proud revengeful paſſions jar, 


But only yeni us aden Gul. 4 


8. 
Though innocence unhappy fails 
To ſhield the breaſt, which wrong afſails, 
Or generous feelings preſs z *. 
Yet the kind guardian can beſtow 
A firmneſs equal to the blow, 
And teachth' exalted mind to foar above diſtreſs, 


; 1 
As Daphne's plant unchang'd can meet 
The winter froſt, the ſummer heat, 

The light'nings blaſting glare * 
So innocence, a ſeraph mild, * 
Though figur'd by an helpleſs child, 


Braves with its naked breaſt the arrows of deſpair. 


% 


10. Nor 
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10. \ 


Nor ſhall the wretch, whoſe heart forlorn 1 
Feels aching guilt's corroding thorn, ; 

Each future hope forego ; | TING 
Though memory ſbrioking and aghaſt, 0 
Turns from the record of the paſt, 2155 

ee eee ; 
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11. 


Though all around di horrizon ours 
Though ſummer friends no more with flowers = 
Bedeck his falling ſhrine z 
Though conſcience,, ſaint and hel longs T2 
Now riſes like a giant fixorig, ' eg: f 
And banden ibs ex thy as of atk nen 
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} 12. 
Still n e er 5 A EH 
1 | To wild religion « dawer 3 

Mercy, inſpirer of the ſtrains _ © , 

Which echo through the ethereal plains, 


| Gave to misjudging man that kind inſtructive Pewer. 
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She lulls regret, ſhe humbles pride, 
She bids the doubts of fear ſubũde, f 
And paſſion ceaſe ta jar: ac 
The fiends of deſperation fly - 
The clear effulgence of her eye, 3 
As night's dire ſhades avoid the radiant ſolar ſtar. 
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When 
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When ſhe had finiſhed the poem, Maria 
confeſſed the juſtneſs of the reflections which 
it contained, and acknowledged: that _ 
nns „ 


«© I know,” ſaid the, ce Anat arms thei 
floth and folly tremble at the impoſſibilities 
which they themſelves create, and I find the 
obſervation juſt, In my trial, I indulged the 
idea, that my grief was inſupportable, till I 
really made it ſo," I fete a pleaſure in yield» 
ing to its impulſe ; and then fancied. that a 
duty, which was only a blameable indulgence. 
Like Conftance, whom Shakeſpeare ſo beau- 
fully deſcribes, I have given up to grief 
that fpace in my heart, which was formerly 
occupied by love. Laſt night, my deareſt 
mother, rouſed my dormant reflection; the 
anxiety you have ſo deeply felt, and ſo kindly 
concealed, has ſtruck me to the foul. The 
ſorrow cannot be juſtifiable which afflicts you. 


My reſolutions are too recent to allow me © 


to boaſt of them; as one ſtep however to- 
wards the recovery of my peace of mind, I 
| will 
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14 will be always employed. At preſent ] care 
f too little about myſelf to be amuſed in deco- | 
rating a perſon which I no longer regard; | 
FT but if you will fetch the gown you bought 
for Nelly Waters, I think I ſhall have plea- 
ſure in maling it. That good girl makes 
me aſhamed; ſhe is cheerful in real cala- | 
mity, whilſt I have loſt nothing that deſerved 
regard, and am poſſeſſed of a thouland- ble 
ſings, of which ſhe is deſtitute. Da not, my 
dear mother, draw an inference which I too 

. l ler 


Mrs. Williams wept with beau, 10 
8 that her daughter's mind was not 
ſufficiently ſtrong to bear a diſcuſſion which 
would renew: the melancholy ſhe wiſhed to 
divert, ſhe fetched the gown, and was ex- 
tremely happy in ſeeing Maria intereſted in 
the buſineſs of contriving and Wet it to 
its intended wearer, 


A. — days convinced Mrs. Williams, 
that Maria, from a ſenſe of * and affection 
would 
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would perſevere in the re ſolution of endea- 
vouring to regain her loſt ſerenity. - Though 
the high opinion ſhe had ever entertained of 
her daughter's underſtanding and rectitude, 
prevented her from being much ſurpriſed at 
the agreeable proſpect of returning cheerful- 
neſs, the young lady was all aſtoniſhment at 
the effect of her own efforts. The aſpect of 
every ſurrounding object in a few days ama- 
zingly altered; and the beauties which ſhe 
ſuppoſed were baniſhed from Everdon with 
the faithleſs Baronet, agreeably excited her 
wonder, by gradually emerging from the 
ſombre veil of melancholy. She had given 
up every joy as loſt ;- but on a ſecond view 
could not aſcertain the abſence of any, but 
thoſe tumultuary pleaſures approaching to 
pain, which Neville's preſence excited: and 
as theſe were the ſource: of all her former 
miſery, ſhe reſolved to exclude love, from 
whence they, originated, from her future life, 
and to dedicate her heart to the calm enjoy- 
ments of friendſhip, filial 1 and bene vo- 


lence. ; 
Her 
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Her admiration for her mother hourly in- 
creaſed; it roſe to enthuſiaſm; nor could ſhe 
forbear from often burſting into warm en- 
comiums, which though uttered in the pre- 
ſence of Mrs. Williams, were too 
ditated to look like flattery. 


One * after one of theſe ſpontaneous 
panegerics, the good mother tenderly check 
ed her child's partiality, by obſerving, that 

| ſhe owed to adverſity the little merit W 
ſhe poſſeſſed. 


— * — « Yon . : 
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„ « And did you,” ſaid Maria, derive 
5K additional virtue from what nearly deprived 
1! me of every quality deſerving praiſe ?” 

ES | | 3 
0. « Some minds,” anſwered Mrs. Wi 
+is hams, © require the awakening voice of 

affliction, to rouſe their energy, whilft the 
generoſity and moderation of others appear 
moſt conſpicuous in proſperity. Mine is of 
the former caſt, and with regret I own, that 
the allurement of proſperity led me into er- 


1 « - 6 OTS, 
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rors, from which I was rouſed by what Gray 
finally calls, the ſtern rugged nurſe of vir- 
tue. | | 


« You have often,” interrupted Maria, 
« promiſed me the hiſtory of your life.” 


« J have deferred a completion of that 
promiſe,” anſwered Mrs. Williams, from 
an unwillingneſs to depreſs your agreeable 
vivacity, but as it may now ſerve to recall 
your attention from your own ſorrow, I will 
fulfil it.” 


She then began the narrative, which I ſhall 
preſent to my readers in the following chap- 
ters, not indeed exactly in Mrs. Williams's 
words, who often, through modeſty; paſſed 
over her own merits, and in decent reſpect 
to the memory of the dead, extenuated the 
faults of one, who, whatever were his crimes, 


ſtood in a ſituation too facred for ſevere 
cenſure, 


CHAP. 
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OU have heard me,“ ſaid Mrs, 

Williams to her daughter, * men- 
tion my father with affection and gratitude. 
He was a clergyman more eminent for his 
learning and piety, than for the value of his 
benefices. As I Loft my mother at too early 
a-period for me to retain the leaſt recollec- 
tion of her; my education was conducted 
entirely under the directions of my ; father; 
who either not knowing, or not valuing the 
characteriſtic accompliſhments of our ſex; 
neglected every-graceful poliſh, and initiated 
me into the ſeverer ſtudies, commonly con- 
l | " fined 
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fined to male pupils. He taught me the 
learned languages, and inſtead of permitting 
me to avail myſelf of the indulgencies com- 
monly granted to our ſex, he inſiſted that I 
ſhould think juſtly, and reaſon correctly, 
My mind, under his tuition, acquired in 
ſtrength, what it wanted in delicacy, 


His life was a leſſon of virtue, and his cha- 
rity wore the amiable form of unbounded 
benevolence, The narrownels of his income 
indeed often reſtrained his liberal hand; but 
even to thoſe objects thus apparently ex- 
cluded, a number of little obliging offices, 
or at leaſt the powerleſs wiſh, which as 
Johnſon obſerves, is recorded in heaven, . 
were extended. You are fond of poetry, 
Maria, perhaps you will not diflike to read a 
little manuſcript I preſerve with ſacred vene- 
ration, which contains your grandfather's 
| ſentiments upon a virtue, of which he now, 
I truſt, reaps the reward.“ 


- "Oops 


VOL, II, F 


* 


"98 ADVANTAGE OF 'EDUCATION. 


* Op TO CHARITrTJ. 
: : : ih b 2 


1 


m * 


"Oh charity ! thou radiant beam 

-Refledted from that light ſupreme, ' + _ 
- |, __ -Creation's guardian eye; E COP 

8 ſy mbol of the Power who reigns 


In perfect bliſs, yet gracious deigns 
To bend his pity ing ear to ſorrowꝰs Jy ery. 


The heart in which thine ardour glows, 
No more is chill'd by felfiſh woes, ö "1 
Or feels unſocial joy z — \ 4 tel 
Directed by thy light divine, 
To griefs, which whilſt they pain, — — ; 
To griefs which quickly end in bliſs without alloy. 


3. 
Such bliſs the generous patron ſhares, 
When riſing at an orphan's prayers 
He vindicates his right ; | 
Such bliſs is o'er their boſom ſhed, 
Who cheer with hope the ſordid bed, " 
| Where poverty and pain in deadly bonds unite, 


* 


% 
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| Nor only with the affluent train, 

+ ©... Who open fortune's golden fane, . _.. 

| Doſt thou thy bleſſings ſhare; 


— 
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Alike to all thy votaries kind, 
Where'er exiſts the feeling mind, 
Thou giv'ſ ſoft pity's ſigh, and friendſhip's ſoothing care. 


5. 
If ſeated in life's humbleſt vale, | 
Whene'er they check the ſlanderer's tale, 
They honour thy bequeſt ; 
On them thy pureſt pleaſures wait, 
When victors of revenge and hate, 


They vindicate or aid an enemy diſtreſt. 


6. 


Thou doſt a nobler ſyſtem teach, 
Than ſtoic virtues e er could reach, 
Or Pagan wiſdom ſcan : a 
Difuſive, as the ſolar ray, 
Which lightens all the ecliptic way, 
Thy holy laws pervade, and fill the ſoul of man. 


To | 
Oh 1 ſource of each connexion dear, ; 
Of gratitude, of truth ſincere, 
Of candour, patience, peace 
Oh ! worthy of the ſtarry wreaths, 


To crown thy hallow'd toils with joys that never ceaſe. 
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8, 
When ſcience dims her borrow'd fires, 
When faith in certaiaty expires, 
| When propheſy ſhall fail; 
1 Uninjur'd thou ſurviv'ſt alone, 
Immortal as th' Eternal's throne, | 
While all the harps of heaven thy glorious triumphs hail, 
| | 


When Maria had wept over this affecting 
memorial of departed goodneſs, Mrs. Wil- 
liams proceeded. ; 


« We lived in a romantic part of York-- 
; Jhire, which ſtemed even by ſituation ſeclud- 
ed from the reſt of the world. My acquaint- 
ance were almoſt wholly confined to my own 
village, and the companionable part of my 
own ſex in it was very limited. You muſt 
rank in that number my eſteemed Mrs. Her- 
* bert, who, to reſcue her parents from im- 
1 pending want, had given up a lover whom 
ſhe juſtly valued, and united herſelf to a man 
| 5 deſtitute of every recommendation, but the 
+38 poſſeſſion of wealth. Her name was then 
| Anderſon ;. ſhe is fifteen years older than 
myſelf; 
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myſelf; but the diſparity of our ages made 
her entertain a kind of maternal affection for 
me; and it is entirely to her inſtruction that 


] owe every feminine attainment which I 


poſſeſſed in the early part of my days. Her 
life was rendered miſerable by the brutality 
and ill conduct of her hufband ; and ſhe has 
often ſaid, that ſhe was obliged to me for 
occupying many of her tedious hours. 


« Another of my companions was Miſs 
Letitia Thornville, the daughter of the Lord 
of the*Manor, who, educated in all the pride 
and ignorance of feudal greatnefs, ſuppoſed 
Amelia Davenport, the parſon's girl, greatly 
honoured by the capricious marks of her un- 
certain fayour : and ſo indeed, Maria, I then 
thought. All my little knowledge of dreſs 
and elegance, was derived from my viſits at 
the Squire's manſion; and in ſpite of my 
Roman and Grecian literature, theſe were 
too dear to the folly and vanity of a girl, not 
to be purchaſed at the expence, of what I 
ſhould now call, cringing ſeverity, While 

a the 


102 ADVANTAGES OF EDUCATION. 


the faſhions of London continued to be more 
intereſting than the form of Helen's veil, or 
the- colour of the mantle which Andromache 
gave to Aſcanius; I continued to accept 
every invitation with which I was honoured, 
and concealed the indignities which I knew 
my father would reſent. But though Miſs 
Thornville was frequently ſo kind as to make 
me a cap, or aſſiſt me in the alteration: of a 
gown, after ſhe had previouſly mortified me 
to the degree of humility -which ſhe thought 
neceſſary: my heart never felt more than a 
diſtant re ſpect for her, while it glowed with: 
the tendereſt love for my worthy Mrs. An- 
derſon. Vet I was concerned when Miſs 
Thornville married a gentleman of the name 
of Brereton, who reſided in London; and be- 
ing by far the fineſt perſon J ever ſaw, muſt, 
I concluded, make her tranſcendently happy. 


« My loſs of a companion was ſoon fol- 
lowed by a real and deep affliction. My fa- 
ther, who had for many years fuffered from 
the painful diſeaſes incident to a ſedentary 
RY life, 
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life, was attacked by a complication of diſ- | 
orders, which by their united efforts, threat- 1 
ened ſpeedy deſtruction to a frame naturally | 
vigorous, but debilitated by long and con- 
tinued pain. The beſt medical aſſiſtance was 
procured.” I need not mention my unwea- 
ried attention; it was no more than duty, 
gratitude, and love required. I was fixed 
to his bedſide, and have at leaſt the conſola- 
tion of reflecting, that though I could not 
prolong exiſtence, I ſmoothed the bed of 
death. Thirty years, my dear child, with 

all the ſtrange contrariety of events produced 
in that period, have been unable to eradicate *® 
my love for his virtues, or my regret at his 
lols. Immun: 


« He left me to all the miſeries which an 
unprotected orphan, ſlenderly provided for, 
can feel. The ſale of his library and effects 
diſcharged his debts, and I only inherited my 
mother's portion of five hundred pounds for 
my future ſupport. I at firſt ſought an aſy- 
lum with. Mrs. Anderſon., I could there 
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have enjoyed that tranquil ſerenity into which 
a daily witneſs to the unkind treatment of her 
huſband, who ſeemed to value her patience 
and gentleneſs no farther, than as it allowed 


him the unreſtrained exerciſe of brutal fe- 
rocity. | 1 


« Compelled to quit my valued friend, or 
to behold her forrows, aggravated by the 
cruel farcaſms with which unfeeling mean« 
neſs loves to wound the virtues it cannot 


underſtand ; yet ignorant where to hide my. 
unfriended head, or by what means to mike 
my little fortune adequate to my fupport, 1 
was ſinking under the load of perplexuy, 
when Mr. and Mrs. Brereton came into the 
country on a viſit to her father. I waited on 
her, and as the received me with great kind- 
neſs, I ventured to make her the confidant of 
promiſed to confult her hufband on ſome 
probable plan for my future life. 1 called 
the next morning again, to Know the reſult of 

this 
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this application. She then told me, with 
ſeeming ſatisfaction, that Mr. Brereton had 
entirely entered into her ſcheme, which was, 
that I ſhould become an inmate -in her fa- 
mily.“ 


« We live,“ faid ſhe, *in ſtyle; you 
know I hate domeſtic management, and in- 
deed our acquaintance is too numerous to 
allow me to dedicate my time to family du- 
ties. You ſhall undertake the direction of 
my houſhold; I can rely upon your inte- 
grity, and ſhall be ſatisfied with your manage- 
ment. - You ſhall be welcome to every ac- 
commodation which our houſe affords, and 
if your fortune proves inadequate to your 
perſonal expence, we will ſupply the defi- 
ciency, Beſides” continued ſhe, Amelia, 
you are really handſome, and when we have 
removed your rural awkwardneſs, I do not 
think it at all improbable, but that, you my 
make ſome fortunate conqueſt,” 


IP if « Circum- 
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« Circumſtanced as I was, Maria, I could 
not refuſe this eligible offer. I knew Mrs. 
Brereton's temper too well, to think that ſhe 
would make a dependant perfectly comfort- 
able ; but I flattered myſelf that the advan- 
tages ſhe offered, would counterbalance this 
inconvenience. I was then unexperienced, 
and like all young people, annexed to the 
ſcenes with which I was unacquainted, the 
idea of ſuperior felicity. 


« T arrived at a ſplendid houſe in town, 
and in the capacity of Mrs. Brereton's hum- 
ble friend, was introduced to the ſecondary. | 
- pleaſures of the great world. 


That e which halts between the 
ſervant and the companion, is generally 
deemed miſerable. Mine did not appear ſo 
at firſt. Mr. Brereton was uniformly civil, 
and his lady as little capricious as a ſuperior 
benefactor, who is not poſſeſſed. of a liberal 
mind, can be. He was ſo kind as to enquire 
about my fortune, and finding that my pro- 

perty 
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petty lay in the funds, remonſtrated ſo warm- 
ly on the folly of not endeavouring to in- 
creaſe it, by the large premiums which he 
could procure me, if I would place it out on 
intereſt, that he ſoon perſuaded me (then 
little converſant. in money matters) to fell. 
out, and to confide in his hands my ny re- 
fuge from abſolute penury. 


6 8060 after I had given this inconſiderate 
proof of confidence, I was alarmed by con- 
cluſive marks, that the income of the Bre- 
reton's was by no means equal to their ex- 
penditure. A difficulty of obtaining money 
for the round of daily expence, and repeated,, 
though fruitleſs viſits from importunate cre- _ 
ditors, were too indiſputable ſymptoms of 
falling fortunes, for me. to turn my eyes any 
longer on the bright fide of the portrait, or 
to confider Mrs. Brereton's. ſplendid equi- 
page, expenſive dreſs, or faſhionable ſociety. 
As I really had an affection for her, and ten · 
derly regarded two lovely children, of whom, 
as their innocent prattle could not intereſt 

F 6 their 
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their diſſipated mother, 1 had principally the - 
care; I felt more upon their account, than 
at the apprehenſion of my own deſtitute 
ſtate. I reflected that I was able to procure 
my own ſubſiſtence, and endeavoured to 
reconcile my mind to a life of dependence.” 


CHF. IX. 


I. one morning firing } in the dre: 
ſing-room with Mrs. Brereton, when 
her footman informed her that the gentle- 
man, to whom his maſter had been ſo fre- 
quently denied, had called again, and ſeem- 
ed determined to wait in | the front parlour 
for 
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for his return. My friend appeared violent- 
ly alarmed.” . 8 „ 


ce Urn my life,” (aid 1 ſhe, * this is the 
young merchant, who won a few thouſands 
of my huſband about a month ago. He is 
ſo immenſely rich, that it is quite ſhabby for 
him to expect payment. How provoking, 
that fortune will ever. be bountiful to thoſe 
| who do not want her favours. I am told he 
wiſhes to be confideced as a man of faſhion; 
nothing would ſo ſoon enſure him that ap- 
pellation, as a willingneſs to play high, and an. 
eaſineſs in exacting his debts. I with I could 
talk to him myſelf, but I feel too much flut- 
tered. You, Amelia, are a profeſſed orator ; 
go and exert your rhetorical powers—plead-- 
fay—any thing; I know Mr. Brereton means 
to pay him; inn now it is a little in- 
convenient.“ 

7 

* My concern for the poor indy could not 
prevent me from ſmiling at her deſultory 
manner, and the whimſical idea that I could 
prevail 
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prevail upon an entire ſtranger to give up a 
claim to the amount of thouſands, which 
though mentioned as a trifle by Mrs. Brere- 
ton, ſtruck. me as an immenſe ſum. I re- 
luctantly accepted the unpleaſing commiſſion, 
and upon entering the front parlour, for the 
firſt time beheld Mr. Williams. 1 


« He ſoon learned, from my appearance 
and manner, the nature of my ſituation in the 
family ; and as its morals. were well known 


to be not remarkably ſtrict, he, without an- 


ſwering my excuſes in juſtification of Mr. 
Brereton, addreſſed me in that gay ſtyle of 
paſſionate adulation, which I knew was al- 
ways. ſignificant of licentious deſigns. My 
heart ſunk with grief and terror: I was, in- 
deed ſecure from any immediate danger, but 
I conſidered the preſent as only a prelude to 
many ſubſequent ſnares, to which my de- 
pendent ſtate, and the perſonal advantages 
I then poſſeſſed, would inevitably expoſe me. 
I thought of my father; of the honeſt indig- 
pation he would feel, if he knew the ungene- 

Tous. 
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rous inſult to which his poor and unprotected 
orphan was expoſed. The reſentment which 
ſhould have warmed my breaſt, yielded to 


the livelieſt tranſports of grief, and I burſt 


into a violent flood of tears. 


« Your father was deeply affected In- 


deed, Maria, he poſſeſſed a compaſſionate 
heart, and a generous diſpoſition. He was 
an inſtance of the fatal effects which a ſudden 
influx of wealth generally has on an unin- 
formed mind, when joined to eaſineſs of tem- 
per and flexibility of principle. Mr. Wil- 
lams was the uncontrouled maſter of his 
fortune and his actions, even before the legal 
age. He was ſurrounded by thoſe baſe flat- 
terers, who make their court to young men, 
by exciting in their minds thoſe criminal de- 
fires which they themſelves feel, but want 
ability to indulge. Initiated by , theſe mif- 
creants into an early courſe of diſſipation, he 
had long, ere I knew him, acquired habits 
which he afterwards wanted reſolution: to re- 
nounce. | | f 

« Affected 


212 ADVANTAGES OF EDUCATION. 


« Affected by the concern I ſhewed, Mt. 
Williams entreated my pardon, aſſured me 
he miſtook my character, and offered to pur- 
chaſe his reinſtatement in my good opinion, by 
a renunciation of his demand upon my friend, 
I coolly anſwered, that the plaudit of his own 
heart for having done a generous action, was 
a-more noble and more certain reward than 
the praiſe of any individual. I added, that 
after what had paſſed, his ſtay muſt be pain- 
ful to us both. He made no anſwer, but 
bowed and withdrew. | 


' 


« When I recounted to Mrs. Brereton 


what had paſſed, far from entering into my 
reſentments, ſhe congratulated me upon my 
good fortune.” 


« You have made a conqueſt,” ſaid ſhe, 

ce that promiſes to be advantageous to us 
boch; I had foreſeen that you would, for 
really you look divinely to- day. Manage it 
well, I dare fay it will turn to your account.” 


« Mrs. 
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Mrs. Brereton's oonjectures were in part 
right, After Mr. Williams had made ſeve- 
ral efforts to engage me in an illicit connexion, 
he thought proper to make honourable pro- 
poſals. The only perſon to whom I could 
apply for directions how to act, was Mr. 
\ Breretonz and he found Mr. Williams's 
friendſhip of too much conſequence, to give 
any other adyice than what would produce an 
immediate compliance. 


« ] was married. If ever, Maria, you 
enter into that ſacred engagement, may dif- 
ferent ſentiments attend you to the altar, I 


felt neither eſteem nor love for the man whom : 
I made the arbiter of my fate. His paſt de- 


haviout to me had not produced the former z 
nor was there any thing in his manner ſo pe- 


wiſn to enjoy the ſplendor and affluence, 
which, ever ſince my reſidence in town, I had 
heard 


culiarly adapted to my fancy, as to excite the 
latter. I yielded to the perſuaſions of thoſe 
around me; partly intimidated by the terror 
of poverty, and partly induced by a girliſn 
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heard held out as the deſideratum of our 
ſex. | SHE. 
« Mr, Williams was anxious to juſtify his 
choice to the world, by giving every exter- 
nal advantage to my perſon and underſtand- 
ing. I yet think, with anxious regret, on 
the years which I paſſed in this giddy exalta · 
tion; when I was admired as a beauty, and 
applauded as a wit ; when the ſplendor of my: 
appearance excited envy, and cenſure, under 
the maſk of friendſhip, pretended to guard 
me from indiſcretions, while it ny Woe to 
onen 50 faults. n 
2 2 
* 6000 1 doubt not, were the op⸗ 
portunities J gave to exerciſe that unchriſtian 
temper. Rectitude of intention will not pro- 
tect inexperience and credulity from many 
glaring errors. Fearful of loſing my huſ- 
band's affections, which I was conſcious that 
J held but by the flight chain of novelty; I 
did not dare to teaze him by applying to him 
for directions in any unpleaſant predicament, 
ts in 
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in which I beheld myſelf involved. He ex- 
pected that I ſhould ever meet him with 
ſmiles, and conſtantly appear ready to engage 
in thoſe. ſcenes of amuſement; which he choſe 


to ſubſtitute in the place of domeſtic bliſs and 


wedded friendſhip. How poor, my girl, 1s 


that woman's boaſt, who is conſciops that ſhe 
rather gratifies the vanity, than charms the 


heart of her huſband ; me this In 
was my lot. 


« My correſpondence with Mrs. Ander- 
ſon, which had declined after my departure 
from the country, was entirely broken off, 
owing to ſome inſinuations of the Brereton's 


before my marriage; but our eſteem for 


each other continued inviolate. 


ce J had been a wife about a year, when 
one morning I called at our bankers, to 
change a draft which Mr. Williams had 
given me, and was ſtruck at perceiving in'one 
of the clerks, the lover of Mrs. Anderſon, 
whom, as I before told you, ſhe renounced, 
| - teh 
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to reſcue her parents from poverty, by a mer 
cenary marriage. He knew me, and warm 


ly congratulated me upon my — 
Connexion,” 


But,“ added he, ſmiling, © if madam 
you will excuſe the freedom of the intim 
tion, there is a perſon not far from this 


your good fortune. * 


« My inquiries led to a diſcovery; that he 
was now the huſband of Mrs. Anderſon, who 
reſided in lodgings in the fame * 


* I flew to my excellent friend, who bel 
in her arms the ſon with whom you are ac- 
quainted, then but a few weeks old. I will 
not expatiate upon our W 
ſurpriſe. 


« She informed me that Mir. *Anderfon; 
on his death, left her in poſſeſſion of all his 


cd 
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ed her ſtate of widowhood. If ſhe married, 
ſhe was to forfeit all, but a narrow ſtipend, 
had loſt my parents,” ſaid ſhe, * nor had I 
2 connexion with any one, whoſe welfare was 
dependent upon my conduct. I felt a proud 
unwillingneſs to be obliged by the fortune of 
one, whoſe memory I did not eſteem. The 
man, who in early youth had gained at once 

| my admiration-and my love, generouſly ex- 
cuſed a breach of promiſe enforced by filial 
duty, and tenderly importuned me to par- 
take of the humble competence he could 
offer, which mutual affection would, he ob- 
ſerved, magnify to redundant wealth. Was 
there, my dear Amelia, any reaſon why, af- 
ter ſacrificing my youth to duty, that I 
ſhould not now aſſume the liberty I en- 
pyed, of following the impulſe of an incli- 
nation, which a variety of trials had exalted 
into rational eſteem ? I knew of none. 


After having given to Mr. Anderſon's 
memory the time which cuſtom and decency 
tquired,: I cheerfully reſigned his fortune to 

4 his 
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bis relations, and became my worthy Her. 
bert's wife. You too, my deareſt girl, are 
married. Pardon me, I muſt ſtill call you 
by thoſe endearing n * 
"uu is, I truſt, "_ portion.” 


I could not Poe a direct anſwer to this 
affectionate appeal. My heart abhorred the 
language of inſincerity, and prudence forbade 
the diſcloſure of matrimonial infelicity, even 
to the faithful boſom of confiding friendſhip, 
I gave only a general reply, and expatiated 
on the pleaſure which I ſhould feel in | her 
ſociety, and the advantages which I ſhould 
derive from her n wo 


Lou ny aid the, et chat you. are 

no longer Amelia Davenport. A huſband 

claims a kind of proſcriptive authority over 
the friendſhips of our ſex. You cannot 

doubt my defire to be with you, but I will 

not indulge the pleaſing hope, till I am al- 

ſured that Mr. Williams does not- conſider 
OO vl n 
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inferiority of fortune as an objection in the 
choice of his wife 8 aſſociates.” 


a On my return n home, I was anxious to 
urge a requeſt, which I conſidered as too rea- 
ſonable to-be denied ; but your father's coun- 
tenance ſoon convinced me, that my expec- 
tations were fallacious.“ i 

« The world, ſaid he, „is not ignorant 
of your ſituation at Mrs. Brereton's; I have 
endeavoured to palliate that and your want 
of tortune, - by urging the goodneſs of your 
extraction, and the gentility of your connec- 
tions. You know this, and yet inconſiſtent- 
ly wiſh to form a ſtrict intimacy with the 
wife of a banker's clerk. Surely you do not 
care how much you degrade me.” 


1 1 endeavoured to plead grainade, for 
* nenen 


« If,” continued Mr. Williams, « you 
feel yourſelf indebted to theſe people, diſ- 
$681 | charge 
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charge it to the utmoſt ; you may command 
what ſum you pleaſe, I do not wiſh you ty 
remain burdened by pecuniary obligations.“ 


* attempted to urge her uncommon | 
merit, and obſerved, that no gratuity was 
capable of repaying innumerable acts of uni- | 


not proof to my repeated applications, which 
appeared in the leaſt to militate againſt his 
pleaſure,” an 


I do not doubt,” ſaid he ſarcaſtically, 
< the ſuperlative excellence of thoſe whom 
you honour wich your affection. It is my 
intereſt, however, to forbid your having any 
intercourſe with beings ſo ſuperior to myſelf, 
leſt it ſhould lead to dangerous compariſons, 
I ſhould have thought that your ſenſe, I might 
have ſaid your gratitude, would have com- 
plimented me with a cheerful acquieſceyce,” 
In ſpeaking theſe words, he angrily left the 
8 2 e 
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« ] remained ſilent a few moments, pen- 
ſively contraſting the elegant apartment in 
which I fat, with the humble dwelling in 
which my happy, though deſpiſed friend en- 
joyed every pleaſure which virtue, prudence, 
and mutual affection could ſupply. I envied 
an union in which correſpondent fortune had 
left no opportunity for the reproaches of a 
haughty benefactor, and inſtead of reconciling 
my mind to my duty, I indulged every ſug- 
geſtion which could — my diſtreſs. 


« Too 12580 to adopt a clandeſtine inter- 
courſe, and fearful that my mind would be 
unequal to a parting interview, 1 had re- 
courſe to my pen, and © copiouſly informed 
Mrs. Herbert of what had paſſed, and of 
my own painful ſenſations. I incloſed a bill 
for one hundred pounds, and begged that ſhe 
would allow me to be ſponſor to her ſon, 
and to accept that as a chriſtening preſent. 
I will read you her anſwer, which 1 CNY ; 
preſerved.” 


vol. II. 1 © Before 


122 ADVANTAGES OF EDUCATION. 


« Before I reply to your affectionate let- 
ter, permit me to return your liberal pre- 
ſent. Should death, or any unforeſeen miſ- 
fortune, prevent us from making a proviſion 
for your godlon, I ſhall commend him to 
your care. Be his foſter-mother ; I ſhall 
with implicit confidence commit my. orphan 
to your protection and benevolence. - 


As my fears predicted the refuſal which 

you have met with, I am glad that I did 
not indulge the hopes which your preſence 
inſpired. Mr. Williams has acted as became 
a man tenaciouſly careful of his wife's cha- 
racter; and I truſt that your prudence will 
not permit him to complain that diſappoint- 
ment clouds that countenance which his dil: 
Intereſted attachment may expect ſhould al- 
ways wear the ſmiles of gratitude, Recol- 
lect, my dear Amelia, I will not wound your 
feeling heart by_a more diſtant addreſs, that 
we give up nothing but a pleaſurable indul- 
gence—our eſteem muſt continue the fame ; 
and if the circumſtances which at preſent 


4 ſeparate 
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ſeparate us, ſhould ever ceaſe to operate, we 
may again enjoy a ſatisfaction which can 
only be gratiſying when it is unblameable. 
'Till then I ſhall remember you in my affec- 


tionate wiſhes and prayers; yours, I know 
will be offered with equal warmth for 


— 


MARY HERBERT.” 


« This worthy woman ſoon after accom- 

panied her huſband to Jamaica, He went 
in quality of agent to a gentleman, who Had 
large poſſeſſions in that iſland. Fortune met 
them there with favouring ſmiles. Honeſt 
diligence and patient induſtry, in a'few years 
procured them the oy of ara, Verse 11. 
dependance.“ 


CHAP. X. 


Felt my ſeparation from Mrs. Herbert 
1 too deeply, to be able entirely to con- 
form to the ſage advice which ſhe gave me. 
J did not indeed complain; but frequently 
after ſpending the evening in frivolous: unin- 
tereſting ſociety, or on receiving ſome freſh 
proof'that Mr. Williams's love had degene- 
rated into indifference, if not diſguſt, a tear 
would ſteal in ſilence down my cheek. 


* dreſſed, viſited, formed. parties, and 
entered into the amuſements of the gay 
world, with a hope of finding them intereſting ; 

| but 
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but the peculiar texture of my mind was 


ſenſible of a void, which only ſome tender 


ſentiment could fill. Every effort which I 
made to enjoy the pleaſures of conjugal 


friendſhip, was ineffectual; and I could not 


diſcover in the crowd by which I was fur- 
rounded, any with whom J wiſhed to form 
an intimate connexion. They ſeemed the 


flattering followers of fortune, or thoſe com- 


mon characters whom we never can elevate 


above the rank of acquaintance. Thus I 


ſpent my time in a manner unſatisfactory to 
myſelf; . without deriving from my mode of 
life, either improvement or content. 


« Ever ſince our marriage, we had kept 


up an intimacy with the Breretons. Mr. 


Brereton having entirely ſpent his fortune, 


was dependent on the gaming table, for the 


means of preſerving an appearance, His 
firſt efforts with Mr. Williams in that ſcience 


were, as] have already obſerved, unſucceſsful ; 


but fortune made him ample amends. * I ſoon 
found that my huſband's account of the 
G 3 Events 


i 
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events of the evening was but a canta 
tion of loſſes. Alarmed at the fatal effects 
of this propenſity, I endeavoured to detach 
him from this ruinous folly, by every means 
I could: deviſe. My endeavours were unſuc- 
ceſsful; a gloomy ſullenneſs took place of 
that airy cheerfulneſs, which was formerly his: 
chief characteriſtic; and a fretful impatience, 
when not immediately . ſtimulated by the 
proſpect of amufement, plainly ſhewed _ 
he and reflection were enemies. 


« As Mr. Williams was leſs ſolieitous to 
have me move in the vortex of faſhion, I 
grew domeſticated, and ſpent my time in 
reading and penſive meditation. Every cir- 
eumſtance plainly convinced me, that pover- 
ty was coming upon us with haſty. ſtrides. 
But ſhe no longer aſſumed that terrific aſ- 
pect, with which ſeven years before ſhe hur- 
ried me into a marriage, which J did not 
cordially approve. I had experienced every 
pleaſure diſſipation could beſtow, and con- 
ſcious of their vanity, was eager. to reſign 
3 them, 
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them. I longed to fly from obſervation and 
parade, to ſome peaceful obſcurity, like that 
in which I ſpent my earlieſt years. Thoſe 
perſonal attractions too, which had alarmed 
me with the apprehenſion of danger, ſeemed: 
no longer to ſuggeſt any occaſion of fear. 
I cannot fay that time had paled the roſes on 
my cheeks ; but they had faded before their 
no leſs certain u M. late * and con- 
ſtant 4 96. 


e ſeemed poſſeſſed of that equanimity 
which cheerfully waits the contrarieties of 
fortune, when J perceived myſelf in a ſitua- 
tion which predicted, that T-ſhould quickly 
aſſume the maternal character. A diſcovery, 
which would at my firſt marriage have given 
me infinite pleaſure, ſeemed now only a 
ſource of more poignant afffiction: and the 
ſufferings of the innocent victim I was about 
to produce to miſery and want, overcame all 
my philoſophy, and funk me into the deepeſt 
dejection; whilſt the gloom which had be- 

G 4 fore 
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fore enveloped my huſband's mind, gave way: 
to the wild ſtarts of phrenzy. | 


e You was born, my love, under the 
moſt - melancholy auſpices. An execution. - 
took poſſeſſion of our houſe, and compelled. 
me to remove, as ſoon as I poſſibly could, 
to lodgings far more humble than thoſe of 
Mrs. Herbert's, from which I had been in- 
terdicted. To increaſe the agony I felt, Mr. 
Williams had abſconded, and J was ignorant 
of the place of his retreat. I had every 
dreadful conſequence to fear from his re- 
morſe and deſpair, and no conſolating Hope: 
to ſweeten my cup of ſorrow. 


« Mr. Brereton, who foreſaw, I might ſay 
accelerated, our fall, wiſely avoided the 
troubleſome applications of a decayed friend, 
by forging a quarrel with us, a little previous: 
to the diſcovery of our inſolvency. The 
cruel farcaſms which his lady beſtowed an. 
our diſtreſs, could only be equalled by the 
mean 
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mean ſubmiſſions with which he had flatter- 
ed my proſperity. 


te Our other friends, I mean acquaintances, 
ated as the followers of wealth commonly 
act, they pitied our affliftion, but referred to 
each other the general taſk of relieving it. 


Tou wonder, Maria, how I ſupported 
theſe accumulated miſeries. Be not ſur- 
priſed at my affection for you, for it is to 
you that I am indebted for life. I dreaded 
your birth as the ſuperlative aggravation of 
my diſtreſs; but when I held you in my 
arms, I found you a bleſſing more invaluable 
than the wealth of the Indies. Your inno- 
cent looks ſoftened the throbs of deſpair ; 
they bade me exert every dormant faculty, 
and by connecting your exiſtence with mine, 
rendered it valuable. I had now a motive 
for exertion, and I found myſelf equal to all 
my trials. 


G 5 | cc At 
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« At laſt a wild incoherent letter from 
your father, convinced me of his ſafety, but 
diſcloſed a dreadful tale. He had been be- 
trayed by the man in whom he had evn- 
fided, was ſeized. by a mercileſs creditor, and 
lodged in priſon. The horrors of his mind 
at his new habitation, were deſcribed in all 
the nervous eloquence of high wrought 


grief, 


« I took you in my arms, and flew to the 
dreary manſion. I was not without hope, 
that your father who had never ſeen you, 
might derive the ſame conſolation, from gaz- 
ipg on you which I had done; but. conſcious 
of his want of parental, duty, it drove him to 
madneſs. He vowed that he could not ſup- 
port the ſight of what he had ſo cruelly 
wronged, and threatened; immediately to 
terminate his loathed exiſtence. I will not 
diſtreſs you by dwelling, on theſe horrors, 
My tears, my prayers, and my expoſtulations, 
at length rouſed him from his inſenſibility. 
Our child, ſaid I, is at leaſt ſo happy as not 

to 
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to know the fortune from which the has 
fallen. We will educate her conformable 
to her ſfativn; and the labour of our hands 
ſhall contribute to her ſupport. Oh! do 
not aggravate our miſery! we are already 
deſtitute! do not expoſe us to feel the 
widow's and the orphan's wrongs ! 


« Your father claſped you in his arms, 
and mingled tears with his careſſes.“ 


« Will you never, Amelia,” faid he, 
« teach this child to curſe my infernal folly; 
never tell her that it was her father who 
reduced her to infamy and begeary ? 


« T muſt firft,” ſaid I, © learn to reproach 
you myſelf. You fhall never hear from me 
the language of complaint. I will forget the 
wealth. which you intitled me to poſſeſs, and 
remember only the humble ſtate from which 
you raiſed me.“ He ſeemed ſoftened at 
theſe words, and ſighing, wiſhed thar he could 
reward my goodnefs. | 

G 6 « Delighted 
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« Delighted at hearing theſe expreſſions, I 
endeavoured to conſole him with the thought, 
that his aunt, Mrs. Arbuthnot, was rich, 
childleſs, and Pond of n power to 
relieve his wants.“ 


* 
1 


— 


ce Do not name her,” anſwered he, 0 you 
know we have diſagreed, and ſhe is obſtinate 
and implacable in her reſentment.” 


« T told him I thought highly of her be- 
nevolence, and obtained his reluctant permiſ- 


ſion to apply to her for relief. 


« found Mrs. Arbuthnot's diſpoſition too 
much reſembled the idea which my huſband 
had formed; no arguments could reconcile 
her to her nephew, but ſhe affected to pity 
my diſtreſs, and appeared deeply intereſted-in 
your preſervation. She offered us an aſylum, 
in her houſe, and promiſed to provide for 
our future ſupport ; but as I found the con- 
dition annexed, was, that I ſhould be ſepara- 
ted from your father, I declined the intended 

favour, 
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favour. I had ſhared his proſperity, and my 
ſoul revolted from the idea of forſaking him 
in his diſtreſs. She at laſt promiſed to uſe 
her endeavours. to free him from confine- 
ment, and to uſe her influence in gaining him 
ſome permanent ſupport. 


The former was ſpeedily affected. A 
conſcientious - ſurrender of all his effects, 
procured an honourable diſcharge ; and as it 
now became the faſhion to pity us, every one 
of our acquaintance crowded round us with 
offers of immediate aid, and projects for our 
future ſubſiſtence. I am loath to think that 
a knowledge of Mr. Williams's diſpoſition 
accelerated theſe offers; yet when it was 
found that he retained, even in want, the 
pride of independence, it ſeemed as if every 
rejected friend deputed others to ſhare the 
praiſe of cheap generoſity. Bred in affluence 
and eaſe, you will not wonder that he reluc- 
tantly heſitated, and nicely pondered every 
plan that was propoſed, by which he might 
obtain a future ſubſiſtence. At laſt was diſ- 

IX covered 


9 
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| 

| covered what the confuſion- in which his af. 
a fairs were involved, prevented him from at 
firſt daring to hope; that after defraying 
f every debt, there would be a ſmall ſurplus of 
his property left, and as a teſtimony of their 
approbation of his conduct, his creditors/per- 

mitted him to reſerve his eſtate in the Weſt- 

Indies, which now appeared to us an inex- 

1 hauſtible mine, though formerly, from its 

/ inſignificance, it was over looked in the re- 

dundance of our poſſeſſions. | 


YF « Your father enjoyed this intelligence: 

| with a tranſport that cannot be deſcribed. 

* | : He was now under obligations to no one, 

I. : | and he determined. to leave England, where 
i 


every object reminded him of his former 
opulence, and dedicate his future life to the 
improvement of his property. I begged to 
accompany him, but from motives of b ten. 
derneſs, he amen, N e e 


17114 433 

Tou was,” he ſaid, «juſt arrived at 
the moſt dangerous period of infancy; and 
* „ he. 
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he feared, leſt your life might be ſacrificed 


to the inconveniencies of a long voyage. 
He obſerved too, that after the excrutiating 
diſtreſs which J had undergone, I needed re- 


poſe, and he wiſhed me to accept Mrs. 
Arbuthnot's offer, and continue with her un- 
til he had prepared a comfortable houſe for 
my reception, and 'til! my girl's ſtrength 


ſeemed more adequate to the undertaking.” - 


« We were ſeparated. Need I, Maria, 
deſcribe to you the life. I led with Mrs. 
Arbuthnot ? you recollect that ſhe was in the 
higheſt degree capricious and whimſical ; it 
was utterly impoſſible to avoid diſpleaſing 


her; but ſhe was at heart very much my 


friend, and her reſentments were not laſting. 
In one thing only was ſhe uniform, her diſ- 
like to Mr. Williams; to whoſe indiſcretions, 
magnified by ill will, I was daily compelled 
to lend a painful hearing. 


cc In every letter which I ſent to Jamaica, 
I entreated the welcome ſummons. I plead- 
ed 
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ed your ſtrength of conſtitution, . and my 
own impatience, to exchange a life of idle 
dependence for the active duties in which I | 
wiſhed to engage. I broke open Mr. Wil- | 
liams's anſwers with eagerneſs, but ſtill met 
a confirmed negative. At one time he was 
tired of the country, and determined to re- 
turn ; then he repreſented that one fortunate 
year would give him the competence which 
he deſired. There was always ſome vague 
excuſe, and ſome diſtant ſcheme held forth 
to amuſe my anxious wiſhes.” g 
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CHAP. XI. 


- 


a EARLY ſeven years thus palt, 
each opening with hope, and clo- 
ing with diſappointment, when I received a 
letter from Mrs. Herbert, that determined 
me to adopt a plan, on which I had often 
meditated. She began in the tendereſt ſtyle 
of renewed friendſhip, and informed me that 
they had been for ſome years acquainted with 
Mr. Williams, whom they had juſt diſcover- 
ed to be my huſband. She adviſed me, if 
no very urgent ties detained me in England, 
immediately to ſet out for the weſtern world. 
dhe hinted, that the ſolemn bond of marriage 
| was 
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was only diſſoluble by death; and that 4 
huſband's domeſtic affairs were ſeldom con- 
ducted with ſuch propriety, as when under 
the direction of a wife, To theſe prudent 
reaſons ſhe added her own anxiety to ſee me; 
ſhe entreated that I would, upon my landing, 
immediately ſend for her, and ſhe rejoiced in 
the idea, that ſhe could now evince the re- 
gard ſhe had ever felt for me, by correſpon- 
dent actions. 


* Conſcious that there was ſome canceal- 
ed motive which ſtimulated Mrs. Herbert to 
ge this advice, I loſt no time in prepar- 
ing for my departure. Your aunt reprobat- 
ed the ſcheme, as dictated by the wildeſt en- 
thuſiaſm, and reproached the folly and in- 
gratitude that madly ſurrendered a faithful 
friend and zealous protector, for a huſband 
who had avowedly deferted me, and proved 
unmindful of every ſacred duty. Her argu- 
ments could not diffuade me; F knew that 
love would urge an affectionate wife to the 
ſtep which I refolved to take, and I fhould 

have 


1 
4 F.4 * 1 = 

. " 8. : 5 A a be * 4 .- 
NE A *. « 
9 On a" 2 


n _ | "RR 1 2 
— og RT 


ADVANTAGES or EDUCATION: +35 


dre felt aſhamed to have perceived that 
principle was a Jefs powerful ſtimulation. 


When ſhe found me determined, ſhe 
pleaded for your ſtay; and the arguments 
ſhe uſed, awakened every painful conflice 


which maternal tenderneſs and divided duty 


could feel. 


Uncertain as to my own recep- 


tion, I was unwilling to expoſe you to the 
col: attention, or yet more painful _—_ 
which would unn be my poreion. | 


« From a hint in Mrs, Herbert's ug P 
expected to find Mr. Williams's affairs in 


extreme diſorder. Mrs. Arbuthnot promiſed 
to leave you amply provided for at her de- 
miſe ; and as I thought that I was not war- 
ranted to facrifice your future welfare to my 
own fond wiſhes, J at length conſented to 
a ſeparation, the moſt agonizing that I ever 
experienced, 


© Can you, Maria, remember our part- 


ng? you- 


certainly muſt. You was | torn 


from 
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from my arms. I ſcreamed, and entreated 
for another look; it ſeemed the laſt I ſhould 
ever take. During my melancholy voyage, 
my whole employment was to gaze upon 
your picture, or to commend my deſerted 
child to that Providence, which ſeems pecu- 
larly attentive to the ſorrows of orphans. 


« My kind friend haſtened to me as ſoon 
as ſhe was informed of my arrival. Worn 
by diſtreſs and fatigue, her conſolations were 
remarkably ſoothing. I begged her to be 
explicit, and aſſured her that I W fatal 
news e my huſband.“ 


« His faules,” ſaid: ſhe, © are no more 
than the common vices of the iſland. T be 
planters, generally ſpeaking, countenance each 
other in irregularities, at which an Engliſh 
libertine would bluſh. The redundant ferti- 
lity of theſe tropical climes, and the bad ha- 


bits which ſlavery introduces, are not favour- 
able to the cauſe of virtue. The lord of the 


ſoil, accuitomed to the mean ſubſervience of 
|  . _. thoſe 
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thoſe around him, who think themſelves 
honoured by being made the inſtruments of 
his crimes, ſoon overcomes every reſtraint of 
conſcience, and pleads example to conceal, if 
not to extenuate his fault. Mr. Williams is 
leſs culpable than many others. But ſurely, 
Amelia, you have been blameably wedded 
to eaſe and indulgence in renouncing the ma- 
trimonial tie, rather than the enjoyments 
which your own country afforded.” .“. 


« So ungenerous and fallacious an accuſa- 
tion, the ſource of which it was too eaſy to 
trace, increaſed my agony to-a degree, al- 
moſt beyond endurance. Mrs. Herbert en- 
deavoured to mitigate the ſorrows that over- 
whelmed my breaking heart. She readily 
admitted my exculpations, and ſtrove to 
perſuade me that patience and prudence 
might yer recall wy alienated huſband. * 


8 He ſpeaks of you,” Gail ſhe, « in a 


manner which convinces me that your cha- 


rater enforces his involuntary eſteem. He 
endeavours 
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of my friend, to which I ſtrove. to conform. 
Our firſt interview was at her houſe. It was 
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endeavours to reconcile himſelf to his on 


conduct, by cenſuring the goodneſhwhich he 
cannot but admire, Conceal my intim 


tions, and allow him to attribute your arri- 
val to tenderneſs and regard. Soſten the ſe- 
verity of your virtue; affect not to fee, 


what, if known, is beyond your power to 


remedy. There is a blindneſs, equally. la- 


vourable to charity and to peace. Vice, 
while it fears diſcovery, cannot be avowedly 


profligate; and virtue, while ſhe preſerves 
the candour, retains the dignity of her cha- 


racter. T e „ "hf 


e 88 were the i 0 inſtructios 


agreed, in order that I might judge of her 


ſentiments, that he ſhould. not be previouſly 


informed of my arrival. How did 1 dread 
this excruciating meeting? with tranſport, 
far beyond what the fondeſt lover could eon- 
ceive, I law my huſband's. looks equally ex- 
pPreſs ſurpriſe and pleaſure; and I heard him 
| inquire 
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inquire; after, his little girl, in the intereſting 
voice of paternal tenderneſs, Agreeably to 


Mrs. Herbert $ advice, I mentioned nothing 


of the paſt ; my thoughts were all turned to 
my. future proſpects. 

0 The neceflity of my, preſence was but 
too evident. I bore my ſeparation from you 
with greater eaſe, as I felt myſelf daily diſ- 
charging my maternal duty, even at the 
diſtance of ſeveral thouſand miles. As I 
was convinced that I muſt refide in the iſland, 
I frequently, reſolved to ſend for you ; par- 
ticularly after Mrs. Arbuthnot, by dying in- 
eſtate, had left you deprived of a preſent 
protector, as well as a furure proviſion. But 
was deterred by my fears; I felt alike un- 
willing to expoſe your conſtitution to the 
baleful influences of the climate, or your 


tender mind to be - vitiated by the no leſs 


pernicious. cxamples of, pride, cruelty, and 
luxury, which is unhappily. prevalent in a 
pot, where chere is too great ee! in 
the human ſpecies. 


« ] ſuper- 
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I ſuperintended the concerns of my fa 


mily, and by introducing 4 degree of order 


and oeconomy, I reſcued from profuſion that 


competence, which is now adequate to our 


ſupport. My preſence reſtrained open pro- 
fligacy, and enforced at leaſt the appearance 


of decorum. I have yet a ſublimer gratifi- 
cation. During the long illneſs which pre- 
ceeded your poor father's death, I had the 
ineſtimable opportunity of awakening reflec- 


tion, of combating deſpair, of inſpiring reli. 


- gious hope, and of elevating een 


« During this painful interval, in which ] 


ſaw nature ſtruggling with agony, anxious, 
yet unable to diſſolve the conflit, Mrs. Her- 
bert was my ſole conſolation. Did I ſay my 
ſole conſolation ? as if thoſe could be deſti- 


tute of comfort, who, though their fondeſt 


hopes are blaſted, can ſtill liſten to the cheer- 
ful voice of approving · conſcience. He at 
length expired; and had I acted a part dif- 
ferent from what I did, it would have been 


difficult 
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difficult in my ſituation to have avoided the 
cenſures of the world. They would have 
{tiled grief, affectation ; and compoſure, in- 
ſenſibility. I did not aſk the opinion of 
others. My grief was as ſincere, as were my 
endeavours to conceal it. For human frail- 
ties, which are more the effect of ſituation, 
than intentional depravity, ſhall I defame the - 
aſhes of the dead? His death-bed ſcene, 
when he bid me ſupply the duty in which he 
had failed, yet more endears to me his pre- 
cious orphan ; and I often think that his ſpi- 
rit, now free. from the taint of error, has 
ſtood near me, and ſmiled with pleafurg, 
whilſt I performed his laſt bequeſt. 


« ] have brought my narrative to a con- 
cluſion. It exhibits no uncommon portrait 
of the viciſſitudes of human life. It teaches 
the importance of forming our early con- 
nexions with propriety, and ſhews the inſuf- 
ficiency of human foreſight. The marriage _ 
that I thought would preſerve me from po- 
verty, was the means of plunging me into 

VOL, It, H the 
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the evil which 1 feared ; and it is to the 
friend, whoſe Tociety was ene interdicted as 
a degradation, that I owe the peace and in- 
nn en I now enjoy. by abt 


2 4 


. 


Will now leave Mrs. Williams, rocked. 

ing not unſucceſsfully in her plans of 
amuſement and cotif&@ation, and return to 
Mr. Herbert, whoy 4s my readers may re- 
member, ſet off in the ſecond chapter of this 
my ſecond volume, to diſcover the cauſe of 
1 Ni between Neville ANY Ry 


1 = 
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Some days were unavoidably ſpent | in in- 
quiring for the Captain's lodgings ; and when 
he had found them, he was informed that the 
young officer was gone into the country to 
attend his ſiſter, whoſe diſorder: was increaſed 
to a degree highly alarming. 


His curioſity,” I could call it by a more 
laudable name, was however gratified as to 
the ground of the inveterate quarrel which 
Sir Henry had mentioned. The generous 
heart of Herbert glowed with indignation at 
hearing the diſhonourable tale. To conceal 
it from Maria, would, he thought, be to 
participate in Neville's guilt. Her pure and 
refined ſoul muſt ſhrink with abhorrence 
from a-man, who had degraded himſelf by 
ſuch ſyſtematic guilt ; and her gentle ſympa- 
thetic temper would warmly intereſt her in a 
lady's wrongs. He was going to' write to 
her, but recollecting their laſt converſation 
with more of grief than reſentment, he con- 
ſidered that this intelligence would only be 
referred to the mean arts of a calumniator. 


H 2/ He 
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He was prevented from concerting mea- 
fures with Mrs, Williams by a doubt, which. 
only a delicate ſenſe of honour could ſuggeſt. 
Conſcious of the power of beauty, and ſen- 
fible that his intereft in Maria's happineſs roſe 
to a degree of which he had thought friend- 
ſhip ſcarcely capable ; he feared to aſk his 
heart if he ſhould have been as anxious to 
protect the ſweet villager, if ſhe had been leſs 
' amiable and attractive. But though he could 
not exactly determine the ſtate of his mind, 
that uncertainty preſcribed certain rules of 
conduct, and made him determine rather to 
rouſe Sir Henry to a ſenſe of his crimes, than 
by an invidious recital of them, to prejudice 
Mrs. Williams yet more in his 9 


He took therefore the only ſtep which ap- 
peared conſiſtent with probity and candour. 
Being well acquainted with the Baronet's ſe- 
cret haugts, he ſoon diſcovered his retreat. 
I ſhall not deſcribe the reciprocal tranſport 
which the friends ſhewed at this unexpected 
interview. Their feelings were mutually tod 


* 
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warm to be long reſtrained within the bounds 
of civility. Rouſed by ſome pointed ſarcaſms 
againſt impertinence and officious curioſity, 
Herbert threatened to acquaint Maria with 
every particular relative to Miſs Seymour; 
and their diſpute had ariſen to a very con- 
ſiderable degree of acrimony, when Mrs. 
Williams's meſſenger arrived ; and the letter 
which he brought, threw Neville into ſuch a 
ſtate of agonizing frenzy, that Herbert's 


boſom felt too much pity to add to his afflic- | 


tion, by reproaches. 


Sir Henry knew too well the rigid honour 


of the Oxonion, to ſuſpect that he had art- 


fully affected a diſcovery, at which he ap- 
peared no leſs ſurprifed than himſelf, 


Mrs. Williams's fervant being interrogat- 
ed, and having deſcribed the perſon of the 
officer who called at his miſtreſs's, the-morn- 
ing preceding his departure, explained the 


means by . which the unwiſhed intelligence 


had been communicated, 


H 3 For 


Un. a 
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For ſome weeks Neville varied alternately 
to the contrarieties of rage and ſtupor. He. 
was tormented by perceiving how dearly he 
prized the bleſſing which he had loſt; and 
he was driven to deſperation at diſcovering 
the oblique path which had diverted him from 
happineſs as well as virtue. Maria, rouſed 
by a ſenſe of honour, duty, and principle, to 
bid him an eternal adieu, was infinitely dearer 
than the ſame Maria, when yielding without 
ſuſpicion to the inſinuations of deceprious 


love. 
/ 


The concern which Mr. Herbert felt for 
this unhappy man, was far more poignant 
than what his libertine- friends could entertain, 
His exalted notions made him keenly ſen- 
ſible of the miſery of thoſe- who dare to de- 
viate from the injunctions of duty. He con- 
ſidered him as ſinking under the double load 
of diſappointment and remorſe ; and from a 
hope that compaſſion for his leſs guilty part- 
ner in criminal indulgence, might have ſome 


thare in awakening his preſent diftreſs, he 
mentioned 
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mentioned. Miſs, Seymour's declining health, 
and urged, the neceſſity of endeavouring to 


procure her pardon. 


Sir Henry's mind, though reduced by deſ- 
pair to that abject and dependant ſtate, that 
as Shakeſpeare obſerves, the ſmalleſt twine 
might lead him, yet retained ſufficient vigour 
to proteſt; againſt a, matrimonial connexion 
with any one but Maria. To extenuate any: 


apparent injuſtice to the other lady, he urged 


the vehement reſentment which her family 
entertained ; a reſentment which he could al- 
moſt affirm, that no conceſſions on his part 


would, mollify. He proteſted; that he had 


for ſome time abandoned every ſcheme re- 
pugnant to Maria's honour; and conſtious 
that he could not remain in England, his 


have, retired with his charming bride to ſome 
part of Switzerland, there to dedicate” his 


days to the admiration of her virtues, and the 


immargmeent of his own. 
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He conjured Herbert by their former 
friendſhip, and what he knew would- have 
greater weight, by his concern for his im- 
mortal intereſt, to aſſiſt him in rendering this 
plan practitable. He would immediately 
execute his part of it; nay, he would even 
ſubmit all his future conduct to the nice and 
diſcriminating - eye of the ſtoical mother. 
There was nothing which he would not do; 

- nothing which he would not promiſe, to ba 
tain the idol of his heart. 


bone from making theſe propoſals in 
perſon, on account of Mrs. Williams's inter- 
dition, whoſe power he thought it danger- 

| ous to provoke ; and terrified alſo by the in- 
timation of Seymour's lying in ambuſcade, 
(for he did not credit the ſtory of his viſit to 
his fiſter ; and till he had totally loſt all hope 
of gaining Maria, he thought his life worth 

. preſerving) he conjured Herbert to be his 
emiflary. The commiſſion was unpleaſing, 
but it was urged with ſo much earneſtneſs, 
that Edmund reluctantly undertook it. But 
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leſt he ſhould execute any raſh plans in his 
abſence, he informed him that his aſſiſtance 
was only conditional, and depended upon his 
abjuring all ſiniſter deſigns. . 


Before he arrived at Everdon, Maria had 
recovered in a great degree, her ſerenity of 
mind. Her ſubdued diſtreſs had indeed given 
an air of langour to her appearance, and a 
penſive caſt to her manner; but it was ſo 
reſtrained by prudence, and animated by for- 
titude, that ſhe certainly never 1 ſo 


n charming. 


Conftions of former impropriety, ſhe diſ- 
covered, upon Mr. Herbert's approach, a. 
degree of confuſion, which that gentleman, 
by whom no turn of her countenance was 
unperceived, conſtrued into remaining re- - 
ſentment. In conſequence of this he felt all 
that embarraſſment which is natural, when 
our effarts are unſucceſsful in gaining the 
favour of thoſe whom we eſteem. Recol- 
ting at length, that it was not his own 

H 5 cauſe 
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cauſe which. he came to plead, he endea- 
voured to ſilence regret, and mentioned. with 
compaſſionate tenderneſs the dreadful ſtate of 
Sir Henry's mind, and his impatient anxiety 
to procure her pardon. 


cc Lou may,” ſaid Maria, frankly, “ aſſure 
him that I entirely forgive his deſigns againſt 
my peace. I hope he has not forgotten to 
ſupplicate the forgiveneſs of that unhappy 
young lady, whoſe ſeverer wrongs require not 
only ample acknowledgement, but repara- 
tion,” my 


Jou mean Miſs Seymour,” anſwered 
Edmund; * but Neville's thoughts are en- 
tirely fixed on you. It is your reconciliation 
which he implores; your kind commiſera- 
tion which he ſolicits. There is nothing 
which he will not do to obtain you; his 
offers are unequivocal and honourable. 1 
once thought him incapable- of a ſincete at- 
tachment; I now confeſs I have wronged 


him, and am convinced, that if you ſhould 
| r _ 
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favour him with your hand, that you would 
beſtow it upon à perſon deeply ſenſible of 


your excellence.“ 


Maria threw her eyes upon the ground, 
and pauſed for a few. moments; ſhe did not 
debate upon the nature of her reply, but in 
what manner to expreſs 1 it. 5 


Fr 5 1 cannot but recolle& my fake 
folly,” {aid ſhe with, a, dignified air, © I do 


not wonder that Sir Henry ſuppoſes, I will 
accept his offer; and the weakneſs with 


which J once ſtrove to vindicate him from 


your juſt reprehenſions, muſt be too well re- 


membered, to permit you entirely ta believe 
that I am not ſtill the victim of fond credu-— 
lity. I muſt, fir, wait till my future conduct 


reſtores. me to your good opinion; but in the 


interim, 1, will requeſt you to inform. youn 
employer, chat I nn, * re- 


Fal 5 
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Charmed at the firmneſs of her look; 
voice, and above all, her wiſh to regain his 
eſteem, Mr. Herbert was going to proteſt 
his warm admiration of her perſon and vir- 
tues; but ſcorning to betray his truſt, he 
again reſumed the character of a pleader. 


cc J would not for the world, Miſs Wil- 
liams, attempt to deceive you. I muſt allow 
Sir Henry's paſt conduct has rendered him 
totally undeſerving of your regard, and-the 
greatneſs of your mind cannot, I know, be 
allured by any adventitious perſuaſions, drawn 
from fortune or rank. The only argument 
on which I build my hopes of ſucceſs, is, 
that he fincerely loves, and will deſerve ' 


93 


you. 5 


I dare not,” replied Maria, with ener- 
gy, © truſt to contingent virtues; nor can 
plunge my ſoul in perjury, by ſwearing to 
love and honour a man, whoſe conduct I not 
only diſapprove, but abhor. The tender- 
neſs which I once felt for him, confirms my 

determi- 
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determination ; my heart is fo ready to adopt 


the manners of thoſe whom it approves, that 
it would be preſumptuous in me to riſk, 


not only my peace, but my principles, by 
ſuch an incongruous union. | 
are irrefragable, even if I can forget what is 


due to Miſs Seymour; and that Sir Henry, 
by marrying me, inſtead of expiating his for- 
mer faults, would involve himſelf in the ag- 


gravated crime of deliberate perjury.” 


« He is ſecured from ſuch a charge, an- 
ſwered Herbert, © by the inexorable reſent- 
ment of the lady's family ; who, after the 
public diſcloſure of her frailty, would not 
conſider marriage as any reparation.” 


« And does ſhe Join in this opinion * in- 
terrogated Maria. 

Herbert conſeſſecl that the Baronet had 
not tried her ſenuments,. and he believed 
never would. 


Theſe motives 
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« At leaft;” ſaid Maria, © I. will, not be; 
the impediment. By all the wronged friend- 
ſhip which you fir. once offered me; hy all. 

the tender eſteem, ſubſiſting between our mo- 
thers; I conjure you to conyince Sir Henry, 
chat my mind is unalterably fixed. Tell him. 
that he has my pardon, my pity, and my 
prayers you may add, if you do not think 
the expreſſion too ſtrong, my tears; but my 
love is alicnated for ever.” 


« Bleſſings. innumerable are the portion of 
him, on whom you beſtow * exclaimed, 
Mr. Herbert with a warmth. which he could, 
no longer conceal. * But dear and amiable.” 
creature |. conſider that this anſwer plunges 
an unhappy being into deſperation, whom 
your ſociety and example des SAR to 
; virtue. 


8 Bs | 
bl ” 


* 


* 1 muſt recur to my former argument 
reſumed, Miſs Williams, tremblings. © and, 
ſecure my own. Let me entreat you to urge 
me no more. Your pleas do but diſtreſs. 

me 


. 
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; they cannot extort my conſent. I ad- 
the warmth of your. friendſhip, and. I 
am an entire convert to your ſincerity and 
honour. Do not, fir, abuſe the power which, 
you have over me; a power ſtill ſtronger, 
from the recollection of my paſt ſuſpicions,” 
As ſoon as ſhe had ſpoken theſe words, ſhe 
ruſhed out of the room. 


Mrs. Williams, who had been an attentive 
auditor to the latter part of the foregoing 
converſation, obſerved, with no little degree 
of pleaſure, that Mr. Herbert's inclinations 
had ſeverely combated his words during the 
debate. When Maria left the room, he con- 
tinued in a fixed poſture, ſtruggling with an, 
emotion, which he vainly endeavoured to, 
ſuppreſs. At length turning to Mrs. Wil- 
liams, whom he but then recolletted was 
preſent, he exclaimed, © Your daughter, 
madam, 1s an angel.” 


« She is affectionate, conſcientious, and 
fincere,” replied the delighted mother. 
_ Her 
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« Her diſpoſition, though gentle and pla : 
ble, poſſeſſes a ſtability and energy beyond 
her years. Sir Henry would, I am con- 
vinced, reap nothing from further ſolicita- 
tions, but repeated refuſalss. 


© How unfortunate,” ſaid Herbert, © that 
a mind ſo formed for confidence and love, 
ſhould have its ſuſceptibility betrayed by a 
villain's duplicity. She muſt ſurely forſwear 
a paſſion, which has proved ſo baleful to her 
peace, and entirely renounce the ſex which 
Neville's conduct has diſgraced.” $ 


« Time,” faid Mrs. Williams, « muſt 
determine this. At prefent J have not the 
ſmalleſt grounds, whereon to form my opi- 
nion,” Mr. Herbert fetched a deep "gh, 

? and reſpectfully took leave, 
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CHAP. X. 


Y 4 the promiſe which he had given Sir 


Henry Neville, of informing lim of the re- 


ſult. of his application to Maria; but that 
_ wretched, diſappointed, and unworthy man's 
impatience to know her determination, was 
ſo great, that he would have thought an en- 
voy flow, that had been horſed upon the 
ſightleſs courſers of the air. He was no 
longer the man of caſe and addreſs, the 


ornament of ſociety, and the delight of all 


who knew him ; nor was he, to deſcend to 


R. Herbert was not tardy in fulfilling. | 
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his private character, the artful libertine, ex- 


ulting in his triumph over unguarded beauty. 


He was a miſerable being, diſguſted at the 
folly of vice; becauſe it was unſucceſsful ; 


infatuated by the charms of that virtue, which 


he could not ruin; and caught in the net 
which he had ſpread for the nn of 
others. 


Though his ftars had anticipated the re- 
fuſal which Herbert announced, they had not 
prepared his mind to meet it with equani- 


mity. He improcated her pride, wäth thoſe 
curſes which were due to his own duplicity.z 


and when, the firſt ſtarm of frenzy, Had ſuh · 
ſided, he enquirrd if the mother en 
the e on this. occaſion. n. 


.« So far a that, 1 4 Edmund 
& ſhe did not even enter the room, till her 
daughter had given a decided negative and 
had vou witneſſed the firm tone, 10 which. 
ſne expreſſed her determination, you would 

| have 
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have been convinced, by her compoſure, that 
you have noging. to Bop | 


« Will you perde me, exclaimed Ne- 
ville, © that ſhe, has renounced her former 
character? her temper was once placable 
and compliant; whence is this newly ac- 
quired and ſtoical firmneſs? I, vill ſee her 


myſelf; I will . my: cauſe to no other 


Or ator,” . 


is 


Mr. Herbert endeavoured to perſuade him 
to abandon, the uſeleſs purſuit. He urged 
Seymour's threatened intervention, and re: 
capitulated every argument that could con: 
vince him of Maria's unalterahle reſolution. 
At length Neville appeared to acquieſce, and 
affected reſignation; he even reſolved to go 
to London, declaring that he no longer wiſh- 
ed to ayaid his threatening opponent, as life, 
without Maria, was not worth a care. 


The ſame morning on which Sir Henry 


declared that he would return to Landon, 
Herbert 
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Herbert oſtenſibly fixed for a journey to Ox- 
ford. To confeſs the truth, neither of the 
gentlemen were ſincere in their intentions. 
The Baronet wiſhed to get rid of a com- 
panion, whom he conſidered as a reſtraining 
ſpy ; and Herbert could not depend on the 
calmneſs which ſo rapidly followed the moſt 
extreme marks of rage, Everdon was in- 
deed the ſpot, to which they both meant to 


direct their peregrinations. 


As they did not exactly take the ſame 
route, Herbert arrived firſt at an inn, which 
lay upon the great road from the north to 
London, and was about fiſteen miles diſtant 
from Everdon. As he ſtopped there in the 
evening for ſome refreſhment, a hearſe, fol- 


| lowed by two mourning coaches, drove into 


the yard. A young gentleman, clad in deep 
mourning, alighied, and with difficuly aſſiſted 
an elderly lady, attired in ſimilar robes of 
woe, in ſtepping from the carriage, As they 
paſſed his window to go into the houſe, 

_Herbert 
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Herbert perceived them to be en, Sey- 
mour and his mother. 


A preſentiment of the- melancholy . 
of their appearance, filled the breaſt of Ed- 
mund with manly ſorrow. He wiſhed that 


it were poſſible for him, without intruding 


upon the retired ſanctity of grief, to inform 
the mourners how truly he ſympathized in 


their wrongs. He wiſhed to give them the 
conſolation, which he imagined a knowledge 


of the generous conduct of Maria, muſt im- 
part. He regretted that he was too ſlightly 
acquainted with the unhappy family, to put 
in practice theſe inſtigations of philanthropy. 
Whilſt he was thus muſing, a chaiſe ſtopped 


to change horſes ; and though the gentleman - 


who was in it, fat very back, as if to eſcape 


obſervation, he plainly recognized Sir n 


Neville. 


He flew to the. gate, trembling with rage, 
but a perſon yet more vindictive than him- 


ſelf, 
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ſelf, had already outſtripped bim, ; 1 mien 
C * Seymour. . | 


Neville perceiving himſelf diſcovered, 
alighted, and called for an apartment, to 
which he was immediately followed by the 
other two gentlemen. 


\ 


— 


Breathleſs with reſentment, they ſtood for 


ſome moments gazing on Sir Henry, who in 


j 


vain endeavoured to conquer guilt and ſhame, 
and to preſerve a compoſed and intrepid 
countenance, He made repeated efforts to 
ſpeak, but his faltering voice, not leſs faith- 
leſs than his palid cheek, betrayed the emo- 
tion and terror of his ſoul. Whenever his 
eye glanced on Captain Seymour's habit, his 
boſom heaved with deep-drawn ſighs, that 
ſeemed to iſſue from an over-laboured heart. 
At length he faintly articulated, © I know 
your buſineſs with me, name the time and 
_— and I WA meet you ” 


cc Meet 
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« Meet thee, villain,” exclaimed the in- 
dignant officer, © and doſt thou think by an 
honourable death, to expiate thy repeated 
crimes? thy cowardice, thy perfidy, thy 
meanneſs, thy diabalical—but I want terms 
to expreſs what thou art a deſpicable wretch, 
unworthy of my fword. Monſter, give me 
back my ſiſter. Off,“ ſaid he to Herbert, 
who caught hold of his arm; “ if you knew 
ee Wo would not reftrain me.” 


1 Det diane on, ſaid i Neville, L cans. 
not ou a madman.” . 

ce Thou lieſt, villain,” returned Seymour; 
« a ſtraw would appal thee. Doſt thou not 
fear ? follow me—I will ſhew thee ' what. - 
"muſt ftrike even thy callous heart. Canſt 
thou, dareſt thou ſee my Eliza's breathleſs 
corpſe, / and my diſtracted mother? tell me, 
thou murderer of innocence; Greft chou loc 
upon thy victim?“ | 


cc He 
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« He ſhall accompany you,“ faid Her- 
bert, ſeizing Neville's arm; «© Yes, he ſhall 
ſee the deſtruction and miſery which he my 
cauſed.” 


Sir Henry's reſiſtance to his powerful al af. 
failants, was ineffectual der forced him 2 


It was — in that ſolemn manner, 
which ſerved to make the awful object it 
contained, obſcurely viſible. The coffin was 
placed at the upper end, and ſome female at- 
tendants, in deep mourning, fat at a e 
recollected and ſilent, F 


2% 


It emed as if Captain Seymour's rage 
was meliorated inte grief, on entering the 
- room. He ordered the coffin: lid to be re- 
moved; then after covering his face with his 
handkerchief, for a n 1 moments he en 

| upon | the corpſe. 


cc My 
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0 My poor Eliza—my dear loſt ſiſter— _ 
deeply ſenſible, when too late, of an error 


which only death could expiate ;” exclaimed 75 


he, in incoherent aceents; yet thou art 
now at reſt, whilſt I gracious God ! Yonder 
ſtands her ſeducer. Villain, confeſs that this 
awful viſage was once IE of! _—_— 
and innocence * 


Herbert's _ throbbing with indignation 
and pity, ſeemed as if it would burſt from his 
boſom. To' deſcribe the ſenſations of Ne- 
ville, is impoſſible. He leaned ſilent upon 
the coffin ; his eyes were fixed; and bas n 
bloodleſs. n a 

1 loi nod |; 

2 Thou mean deceiver; thou baſe his: 
trayer; continued the vindictive brother; 
« does this ſight wring thy ſdul? to aggra- 
vate thy agony, know that ſhe forgave ther 
her dying breath conjured me to ſpare thy 
life. Thy puniſhinent then ſhall be to live ; 
to live in infamy, execrated by all who de- 
ſerve eſteem, even ſhunned by the looſe aſ- 

VOL, 11. I | ſociates 
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ſociates of thy leſs attrocious crimes. Thou 
ſhalt bear a hell in thy own boſom tere, and 
deſpair ſhall plunge thee into 1 "ey 
hereakter. s | Mi 5 


Ska theſe words, he ruſhed out of the 
room to attend his mother, ho having been 
accidentally informed that Sir Henry was in 
the ſame inn, had been feized with violent 


 hytterics. | | +4 >'134hyat:4 
| hs 


Neville; afirr rolling his wild eyes around 
the apartment, and alternately darting them 
on the once lovely victim of his treachery, 
now ſenſeleſs and inanimate, hurried down 
ſtairs. Mr. Herbert followed him, 


« Juſt heaven,” chought he, © if I, who 
am guiltleſs of this ruin, feel ſo deeply, what 
pangs muſt rend Neville's heart?“ 


- 


The dreadful ſhrieks of the unhappy Mrs 
Seymour, and the hurry of the attendants 


1. to her afliſtance, diſturbed the ſtill- 
neſs 
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neſs of the night. Sir Henry fat in a gloomy 


ſtupor; his head reſting upon his hands. 


Herbert, with mingled reſentment and com- 
paſſion, gazed in ſilence upon him. At 
length, looking round with a petrific glare, 


the former diſcovered Edmund, down whoſe 


wan cheeks tears ſtreamed in a copious tor- 
rent. 


Neville ſtarted, « Go,” faid he, © in- 
quire after Mrs. Seymour—tell her I am 
diſtreſſed at her ſufferings—I wiſh to know 
how ſhe does don't delay—go, prithee go 
and bring her ſon back with PO” | 


Mr. Herbert aſked © what he could Pro- 
poſe from another i interview,” 


Sir Henty replied, « that he had ſome- 
thing important to communicate, and urged 
him to be ſpeedy in his return 


On his entering the lite of rooms occu- 
pied * the Seymour's, he found the lady 


I 2 much 
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much recovered. She was ſupported by her 
ſon. Her fears for his ſafety had greatly ag- 
gravated the painful feelings which naturally 
roſe in her mind, on knowing that the ſeducer 
of her lifeleſs daughter was their inmate. 


Seymour readily accepted Mr. Herbert's 
apologies for his intruſion. -« The ſenſibi- 
lity,” ſaid he, © which you expreſs for our 
miſery, evinces a benevolent and ; worthy 
heart. I feel anxious to juſtify my conduct 

to you. The pride of injured honour, join- 

ed to my love for my loſt ſiſter, raiſed me, 
on Neville's unexpected appearance, to a 
frenzy of rage. My mother and myſelf 

| were accompanying the dear reliques, to de- 
arty poſit them in our family vault, when the 
Trae Be 25 wretch, whom I cannot name without in- 
4 = $7: + © dignation, broke in upon our deſigns. Did 
| be come to inſult our ſorrow ?. you, fir, ſeem 
to be his friend, can you tell whas Hrought 
him here?” 


- „ne ane 
* A villianous 


** 
7 Tr : 
* 1 | 
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« A villainous deſign, I fear,” anſwered 
Herbert, © but no ways relative to your fa- 
mily. He wiſhes now to ſee you. Let me 
entreat you, Captain Seymour, to be calm ; 
he has ſomething important to communicate; Z 
he ſeems e affected.“ 


Mrs. Seymour threw her arms around her 
fon.” tc My only child, faid ſhe, do not 
ita break this agonized heart.” 


Mr. Herbert affared the terrified parent, 
te that he. would prevent any raſh conſe- 
quences.” | | 
I need no ſureties, made ds | 
the young officer; Nan unexpected inter- 
view leſt me no time for recollection; but 1 
now remember the arguments which firſt 
gave a check to my fanguinary deſigns, and I 
think of my ſolemn promiſes to you, and 
above all, Eliza's dying er _ re- 


W pan | Wo: 


I 452 Here 
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| Here a violent ſcream, which evidently 
proceeded from Neville's apartment, termi- 
nated the debate. Pep 


« He is dead, poor wicked. creatutey” 
reſounded from all parts of the houſe, 


Herbert flew like lightning to the room, 


where he had juſt left the miſerable man: 
his fears had anticipated the horrid oata- 
ſtrophe. Sir Henry lay almoſt lifeleſs upon 
the ground, weltering in his blood; a piſtol, 
the fatal inſtrument of on ra was 1 85 
| . 2 


* wo 


| I 7 A Son was immediately ſummoned, 

and his wound, upon examination, was. pro 
nounced mortal. During the few hours be 
continued to exiſt, his terrified. attendants 
ſhuddered at his agonies. One moment. he 


called on them to remove Miſs. Seymour's 
corpſe ; and another to bring Maria Wil- 


- hams; then ſcreaming out in torments yet 
| ; more 


= 
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more exctuciating, he called for TO 
* hand to 8 * _ 
A for minutes of compantiv eas on 
* never ſtirred from him, Argh 
him to employ that interval; in teſtifying his 
penitence, and defire of reconciliation with 
the Seymour's. It was not judged prudent 
pardon, leſt the effort ſhould-renew: her ſuf 
fering ; but the Captain, who felt even his 
reſentful heart ſoften into be puma ons | 
IT ING n . | 
13001 1 1 
Sv Henry, ts turning to > Than con- 
felled that his intended viſit eo Everdpn; was 
deſigned to terminate in the poſſeſſion of 
Maria. If perſuaſion failed, force was to 
have been employed. *Imploe, ſaid hey 
for me, that angel's pity and forgiveneſs; 
tell her; that even in theſe dreadful 4 
min is ng of my ſaul.” 


'? 
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Oppreſſed by infamy, and galled by-re- 
morſe, was it poſſible, continued he, that 
I could bear to live. You called me cow- 
ard, Seymour; I feared: to meet you, be- 
cauſe had injured you; but you ſee I dare 
1 ie. Then pauſing a few moments, 
« Say again, exclaimed he, . did Eliza 
ſorgive me?” Seymour bending over him, 
confirmed. the aſſurance, that long ere ſhe 
breathed her 1 1 was 
Eber ſubdued; C D 15s „t. Hef ng 
: if ale: 21 | 
K. Gon God? cid Neville, n for 
breath, © whither am I going, Herbert 7 
I have been raſh—deſperate—is there any 
hope any mercy,..ah/—-what no merey for 
me — Speak, continued by conxulſively, 
wringing the hand of his pitying friend; 
violent faintings ſucceeded, and he expired 
in ee n brett N- 


199" 6 n 6 


— 


| a. dreadful 980 . bene ad- 
vantages, nor even the poſſeſſion of agreeable 
or a N intellectual qualities, can ſecure 
1 * | br 
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happineſs, if virtue and integrity are not re- 
ſident in the mind. Guilt, even when tri- 
umphant, can never know repoſe ; but when 
to the worm in its own breaſt, diſappoint- 
ments and misfortunes are added, it will ge- 


nerally fly for relief to that Wa which 


ſeals its ee Tn 


- 
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CHAP. XIV. 


ROM ſcenes ſo full of terror, I will with 

pleaſure conduct my readers back to 

Everdon, to ſhew the effect of compaſſionate 
ſorrow upon the mind of innocence. 


Mr. Herbert was buſily occupied in per- 
forming the laſt duties to Sir Henry's re- 
mains, and in yielding every aſſiſtance in his 
poxer to his ſurviving relations, who were 
overwhelmed with conſternation at his dread- 
ful cataſtrophe. He however found leiſure 
to ſend to Mrs. Williams a faithful narrative 


— 


. * 
8 TR > aa. he HL : 7 
nn „ =. Seton 


4DVANTAGES! OF EDVEATION, 5 
of the event. Tenderly anxious to preſerve 
Maria's peace, he entreated that the ſhock- 
ing particulars might, if poſſible, be con- 
cealed, leſt the _— "_ ſeverely _w 
her ſuſceptible heart. (6 ; 


Mrs. Williams oa diffreacy; the 
conſidered fortitude as abſolutely neceffary 
in the catalogue of female virtues. Abhor= 
ring duplicity, and unwilling to ſubje&t her 
own veracity to the dread or inconvenience 
of future diſcovery ; after having prepared 
her daughter's mind, by a few pious reflec- 
rr el her the letter. 


Ou prevſing the Hocking cine, evi 
miſeration and horror were blended in her- 
face ; but gratitude was the firſt ſentiment 
that her lips expreſſed. She looked up with 
humble reſignation to heaven, and bleſſed 
the over-ruling Providence, that had, by this 
ſtruction. Her tears then flowed ſor the un- 
happy man, whom ſhame and deſpair had 

I6 vViolendy 
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_ violently driven from a liſe, which the {miles 
of youth and fortune might have endeared: 
Vet even the firſt expreſſions of her grief, 
ſeemed more to reſemble the benign philan- 
thropy of pitying charity chan the ſtormy 

1818 of regretung love. 

1 71 nn 

1 gs Fee e, and 

guided by ſuch proper reſtraints, becomes in- 
weakening the faculties of the, ſoul. No 
peeyiſh complaint; no querulqus enquiry 
preſumed to arraign che merciful, yet ſevere 
diſpenſation. She did not even permit her 
fancy to paint the happineſs which ſhe might 
have -known,/if Sir Henry's agreeable quali- 
ties had been equalled. by the goodneſs of 
his heart. But thankful that a timely diſco- 
very had: reſcued her from, his artifice and 
her on credulity, , ſhe, determined, that if at 
any future period, a murmuring thought 
mould dare to invade her breaſt, to recollect 
this Ingle greening and to arm 2 
aa 135d Fr 2 free nw UTTER | 


JH Nene ef ; 
* 0 


* 
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ſoul with | reſignation and gratitude againſt 


contingent. evils. „ ee eee us teil 0 


Mrs. Williams contemplated her daugh- 
ters cgnduct with admiration. Acquainted 
with every ſentiment in Maria's mind, the 
ſaw no danger to apprehend. from the com- 


poſed and gentle melancholy, which perhaps 


a ſuſceptible heart could not in her ſituation 


avoid, She truſted that time would reſtore 


che. lovely: and enchanting cheerfulneſs of 
Vouth, and. felt. lausfied ,, that the tempeſt 
which. chreatened to l. her Peace. thad 
fublidedy Warmen 4 1 

An N xt e150 7; 17 1 1.3000) $35; 
en anc, akin time; in; her 


* which covered; with early woodbines, 
reminded her of the return of ſpring ; and its 


he was impatient to liſten to 
ul recital of the felicity which: the 


Pieppoin 
the delt 


had enjoyed nor was. ſue without hope, that 
e eee would:flaw:over = 


the 


Le Thk 3. 11 
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agrecable .concomiant,, the. return of Mrs. 
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not doubt her friend's happineſs, ſhe aſ- 
- eribed to Mrs. See omg 


| behold his Sunghter was only equalled by 
chat of her lovely friend. But from fatigue; _ 
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the melancholy narrative, that tod che ruin ui 
of her deareſt hopes. | * 2 Nes 


Charlotte, . 


tronly character, had been a very remiſs cor. 


reſpondent ; and the few letters which ſhe 
had written, could only be ſtyled ſhort and 
affectionate. The free vivacity which was 
ſormerly the chief characteriſtic of her epi- 
ſtolary manner, had entirely diſappeared. 
But Maria, who now thought that the. plain- 
tive ſong of the nightingale was preferable 
to the lively carrol of the lark, was not dif. 
pleaſed at the alteration ; which, as ſhe eould 


ny Net n har nd 
MO . 1} 0 SED 
Aber various e delays, the new married pair 


or ſome unaccountable cauſe, the tountenance | 
of the fair bride did not exhibit a ſtriking 
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portrale of coanubial feliciry. ; This was the 
more aſtoniſhing to Maria, as the Mayor's. 
high ſpirits plainly proved that he was per- 
fealy well and happy. Mr. Raby, much + 
affected by his daughter's dejeftion, repeat- 
edly called upon her to be merry, and in order 
to enliven her, concealed his own feelings un- 
der the appearance of redundant mirth. 
Every jeſt was however unſucceſsful, and 
ſeemed only to nnn gloom over 
eee 0 877} 


Avi it was impoſſible to obtain a 0 
converſation that evening, Maria was forced 


to ſuſpend her friendly anxiety till her next 
morning's call. She was going to open the 
drefling-room door, with all the caſe of inti- 
macy, when the noiſe of an altercation, too 
loud to be amicable, made her confider whe- 
ther company would be agreeable. Whilſt 
ſhe was debating how to act, ſhe heard te 
words, folly, ignorance, city breeding, and 
che jeſt of every body, uttered by the hu. 
band; while Charlotte's tongue, equally 
{gt | voluble, 
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gf Chadlous met Maria with the bittereſti la- 


her twſhand's conduct. Her: charge cun- 


voluble, and in rather a. higher: key,: banded 
back pride, poverty, and ingrataude. Be- 
fore Maria could determine what 10. do, 
ſomething was ſaid relative to complaining 
to Mr. . Raby: to this che Major replica, 
% With all my heart, and be ſure do not for- 
get to mention, amongſt my other faults; that 
I married you out of pity to your tender ſen- 
lie er ror F dl 
120 adi 1b 6 bovis d in! 2 
As he e the eee 
theſe words, Maria found that retreat would 
be impoſſible. Im paſſing her, he aſſumed 


A Eyre 1+ 1641 A 


va 12d l iin vhrontani; barytche? 
, Vour poor friend, Mok Williams 
he, t is a little indiſpoſecꝭ chĩs morning it yuu 
have been fo long acquainted, that you muſt 
know the diſorders to which ſhe as amoſt ſub- 


Ject, and a probably Dies and) £262 


£014 + ? 3 3395+ If Ha * vor! Y 1 3 248 9} 


mentations againſt the fuel inhumanitychf 
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. liſted! 


* ADVANTAGES OF EDUCATION; * 18g 


| fiſted of three points ; that he neglected, con- 
might be endured, particularly in London, 
where. ſhe was ſurrounded by pretty fellows ; 
but the two laſt muſt, by a woman of ſpirit, 
be deemed intolerable. She knew that her 
deſires were not unreaſonable, for her father 
had always indulged chem; and it pierced 
her very ſoul, to think that the man, whom 
ſhe; had voluntarily ſelected to receive every 
obligation which ſhe could beſtow, who, was 
bound by nature to take care of her, had 
infinitely leſs tenderneſs for her than her fa- 
ther. If, indeed, the Major's oppoſition ap- 
peared to be dictated either by reaſon or 
affection, ſhe might poſſible. be conquered-by 
argument, griwon by gentleneſs; but, “ Ma- 
dam you ſhall, or Madam you ſhall not, 
was language which ſhe never would ſub- 
mit to. Yet the moſt aggravating, circum- 
ſtange of all was, that when he had urged her 
temper, (for ſhe hated diſguiſe) to that de- 
gree that ſne was ready to ſay, and to do a 
thouſand ridiculous things, he would aſſume 
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leaft, to conceal her reſentment, and perhaps, 
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an eaſy air, wonder what diſturbed: her, and 
generally ſtept out to invite company to din- 
ner, by which means he compelled her, at 


by the time of their friend's departure, his 
agreeable deportment during their ſtay, had 
e « ly dif | her r, "till he ain 
roufed it eee, ee 11 


6 © Could: you believe,” dee ag 
«© that though he was ſo entertaining yeſters 
day evening, he had quarrelied with me all 


the way from Eondon, only becauſe I ſaid 
my next new chariot ſhould e 
Lady Jane's. And this mornin 
was elimioft determined to forget h 
and be good humonred, he told — 
appearance was ridiculed at the birth-day: 
What a malicious and falſe intzmation ;* he 
knows that I was complimented as one of 
u eee erg v 11991 


1 1 14791 

cc But as theſe Ae nn relating: 
to eſſentials, why, my dear,” faid Maria, 
4 will you diſpute about them?“ | 


« You 
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«© You are a novice,” anſwered Mrs. 
Pierpoint, © it'is impoſſible not to ſupport 
our own opinion, when we know that it is 
right, and that our huſbands only oppoſe us 
on purpoſe. to vex us. Beſides, were 1 
wrong, he ought to yield the point; let him 
remember the fortune which I brought, and 
the diſintereſted preference I ſhewed to him. 
Fſurely might expect all tenderneſi, and in- 
dulgeance; but I e b . o fa- 
ARE > bavod T 


3 | | "oy 


9 pen my d exclaienad Maris 


<« - refobve upon ſo raſ a_ ſtep? would you 


pineſs in a conhexion, from which death alone 
can free you. I would not pain you for the 
world; but you muſt remember that W 
e n his RIO 


* e Ae ee re- 
turned the young wife, as my worthy huſ- 
dand every day has the gratitude to tell me 


chat I muſt forgive him a little indifference, 


becauſe 


murder his peace, by confeſfing your unhap- 
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becauſe I did not leave him an opportunity 
of learning to make love. But I have yet 
ſufficient ſpirit to retort, ſcorn; I feel 
aſhamed of tenderneſs or complaint, and 
from this moment he ſhall know that I can 
hate, deſpiſe, auen nod wo ** 
ee antral 9 


oO} SR NINE 4143437 5 M8 

_ Maria was dreadfully affected at theſe ex- 

preſſions. To be ina continual ſtaterof war- 
fare; to be bound to live with à perſon 

whom ſhe hated and deſpiſed; what afflic- 

tion, what miſery could equal ſo: deplorable | 

a fitvation ? on her return home, ſhe told her 

mother all, and after-execrating the Mayor's 


n ungenerous conduct, dropped a pitying tear 
i over her uphoppy fneddow ! ny 3511669 
1 169% nals nnd ns Dun yoy wil 7 hams 
* True, my dear, ſaid Mrs. Williariis, 
| « a ſuſceptible mind, that placed its felicity in 
domeſtic harmony muſt feel exquiſite" an- 
guiſh on diſcovering its partner's un worthi- 
ness; but there are hearts of a different tex- 
= NO PIR that. purſue; other objects. 


4 Notwith- 
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Notwithſtanding Mrs. Pierpoint's paſſionate 
complaint, I will venture 10 affirm, that ſhe 
wy never. nn to be Jg : 
. You TEN lg? tothe Fry my un- 
dicgviled ſentiments. 1 do not think the 
characters of either Mr. Pierpoint or his 
lady are likely to be improved by a com- 
merce witli the world. They are both airy 
in their: manners, and uncertain in their tem- 
pers. Tou know I always thought the ruling 
paſſion in your friend's mind, was vanity, and 
to this aſcribed what ſhe called love, It 
now, I perceive, takes a different turn, and 
ſhe wiſhes to be thought'a woman of the 
world. Diſpoſed to imitation, ſhe will na- 
turally adopt all the habits which promiſe to 
facilitate her aſſumption of that appellation. 
Indifference and caprice are amongſt the 
prominent characteriſties of this inconſtant 
age; and ſhe decides too haſtily, and reflects 
too little, to perceive that theſe are danger- 
ous errors. It is not fix months ſince her 
imprudent and romantic attachment urged 
n : her 


: 
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her to marriage; yet ſhe already confoles 
herſelf far the negligence of this adored 
. man, with knowing that ſhe attracts the 
attention of a fluttering tribe of inſignificant 
beaux. Her reaſon for hating, deſpiſing, and 
tormenting her huſband, is, becauſe he ſaid 
that ſhe was ill dreffed; I think the Majors 
behaviour to her is very unjuſtifiable; for to 
make his wife an object of tidicule, is a 
meanneſs to wich a man of ſenſe and ho- 
nour would ſcorn to ſtoop. But he muſt 
poſſeſs uneommon merit, who can preſetve 
affection and gratitude for a perſon, who fo 
plainly diſcovers the ĩnconſiſtencey and yum 
_ ol har on * 1 in 


* 1 e l your Charlone 
to be the woman from whom Pope drew 
his general idea of our ſex, and thought 
that in order to ſketch 5 nay: "_ 


2. b e Gick ber of in r; | 
*. Chuſe a-firm cloud beſo e it fall, and in it 


Catch, ere ſhe change, the Cynthia of e 
1 - | Parental 
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Parental indulgence greatly added to 
this incertitude. It is poſſible that a very 
judicious huſband might, if he had fixed on a 
retired life, have given ſtability. to her con- 
duct; but with Pierpoint it 1s. impoſſible, 
car ſhe, will learn nothing of the world, but 
its vices, which ſhe will engraft upon her own 
follies.” 


| Maria, at her next viſit to the Manor, 
found her friend in a very different humour. 
She was ſurrounded by a circle of country 
ladies, to whom ſhe was dictating faſhionable 
dreſſes, and retailing faſhionable ſcandal. 
With all the non-chalance of conſcious ſupe- 
riority, ſhe expatiated on the elegant amuſe- 
ments of the metropolis; pitied poor lady 
Twaddle, againſt whom the Earl, her huſ- 
band, has juſt oommenced a crim. oon. pro- 
ceſs; and fpoke of Lady Jane Bellmour's 
having an execution in her houſe, as a cir- 
cumſtance which gave an eclat to her charac- 
ter. Mrs. Pierpoint thought herſelf extreme - 
I happy in this grand diſplay; -but her audi- 
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tors had prejudi judices of their e wn, and felt 
unwilling to pay any great deference to one 


whom they uſed to conſider as their inferior. 
Tis true that they borrowed her patterns; 


but in return affected to be ſcandalized at the 


familiarity with which the talked of her con- 
verſations and male viſitors. 


Mr. Raby, hd he liked his daughter's 
wit, was offended at her ridiculing his houſe 
and furniture; but above all, at her declaring 


that the country had 'nearly Killed her with 


ennui, which was a diſorder he mod: never 


heard of. PT: TR Tf 


» "IP 


aer huſband; who was- (ISS to faint with | 


Fr at hearing her diſcuſs polite topics 


in inelegant language, had no other conſola- 
tion than a nnn the Wong 
yo ans anc N. LOS 1436 * 
"} id 6: 389 F343 „ 
Tube aſtoniſhed: TE took Kare Will the 
* and after relating to her mother the 


e converſation ſne had juſt heard, 


FRE - expreſſed 


* 
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expreſſed her ſatisfaction, that her ſituation 


ſecluded” her from a world, which ſtrongly 
n her ann and abhorrence. LYNE 


| 0 Content a6fwered Mrs. Williams, 
ce. is ſo amiable a virtue, that we are par- 
donable, if we ſuffer an attachment to our 
own ſtation, to lead us to a degree of preju- 
diced'partiality. Yet we ſhould be careful of 
involving any condition of life in indiſcrimi- 
nate and general cenſure. Nor are you n 
adequate judge of the manners of the great. 
becauſe you have ſeen a ſpecimen of their: 
vices in Sir Henry Neville, and their follies : 
to day exemplified in Mrs. Pierpoint. be 
behayiour of the former was truly agreeable, 
but unfortunately the graces were engrafted 
upon a bad heart; and the latter is but an 
awk ward copy of a character, which is un- 
pleaſant in the original. She | imitates its 
. eg n, art TY 


excellencies. 


vol. 11. K < Folly 
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15 Fally and vice, my child, ue the growth 
of every age, country, and ſtation. They 
preſerve their nature, but vary their apprar- 


ance according to the ſoil in which they ve- 
getate. What in the clown ſeems. groſs and 
brutal, wears in the gentleman a more re- 
fined exterior; and the conſummate art of 
the courtier, is only cunning in the ruſtic. 
When I ſay that mediocrity of fortune is 
moſt favourable to virtue, I only give it the 
praiſe which muſt naturally reſult from its 
being leſs expoſed to temptation, Honeſty, 
fidelity, and gratitude, often exiſt in the 
meaneſt cottage z and | honour, generoſity, 
and elevation of fentimeat, as frequently 
mark the man -of- exalted rank. The, Su- 
preme Being, who diſcriminates our merit 
according to our poſitive, nat our negative 
qualities, will honour thoſe, with the moſt 
Traaſoendant "_— ben Laie , 
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CHA B. Au. 


VERDON grew every day more hor- 
4 rid in the eyes of Mrs. Pierpoint ; and 
e was the only ſubject upon which ſlie 
and her gay ſpouſe intirely agreed, her de- 
termination to quit it may be adduced as an 
agreeable proof of connubial complacency. 
But unhappily a quality called taſte, might 
ſafely comteſt, nay, juſtly claim, the wreath 
aner duty ane to arrogate. 


+ This; in the lady's rind, 3 | 


culty, or at leaſt, a very highly improved 


one. A very ſhort period had elapſed, ſince 
K 2 "> + 2 
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with exuberant ſpirits ſhe partook of all the 
enjoyments, which a walk in the meadow, a 
moon light ramble in the wood, a dance up- 
on the lawn, or a gallop after the fox hounds, 
afforded. And could ſhe have dared to be 
ingenious, they would ſtill have given her 
the higheſt pleaſure ; but as ſhe fancied that 
they were ungenteel; and as the knew it. 
was faſhionable to find fault with every thing, 
ſhe employed her wit to ridicule what her 
caprice compelled her to relinquilh, 


A real connoiſſeur may be Fey if 1 
ſometimes appears faſtidious ; but to pretend 
to diſcoyer defects, without having a ſoul to 
reliſh beauties, is one of the moſt: n 
pretences of affectation. 

33 nne rr 

The poor father ſtrove to pleaſe, and as 
every thing appeared to him much the ſame 
as it uſed to be, he wondered why his dear 
Charlotte ſhould fo conſtantly diſapprove. 
Tired at finding all his efforts to give plea- 
ſure prove e he no longer oppo- 

ſed 
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ſed their departure ; and Mr. Pierpoint and 
his lady ſet out on a tour to the lakes: for 
though Charlotte profeſſed to deſpiſe rural 
ſcenery and rural pleaſures, ſhe had no ob-. 
jection to an excurſion which had in view a 


faſhionable object. Lo 2 


Maria's regret at her departure was by no 
means ſo poignant as on their firſt ſeparation. 
She too plainly ſaw the alteration in her man- 
ners and ſentiments, to hope to preſerve an 
intimacy. She gave a ſigh indeed over the 
dear companion ſhe had loſt, but felt con- 
ſoled for her double diſappointment in love 
and friendſhip, by recollectmg the uncom- 
mon- ons Ihe which ſhe enjoyed in her 


mother. 


I have wm Mr. Ha for ſome time, 
and am deſirous to N him _ to 
*. reader's notice. 


Aer em every duty which the 
Neville family required, inclination would 
K 3 have 
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have haſtened his ſteps to Everdon, but he 
felt it impoſſible to appear before Maria in 
any other character than that of a lever. 
He withed not to wound her delicacy by a 
premature addreſs; and he recolleted that 
her mother had mentioned time as the teſto- 
rative of cheerfulneſs, and the moderator of 
diſtreſs. Determined to try its tethean qua- 
lities, he returned to Oxford. During his 
abſence, he kept up a punctual correſpon - 
dence with Mrs. Williams; and when 2 
rheumatic attack deprived that lady for a 
ſhort time of the power of writing, rr 
eB iis wg-oiert aan] 11 I f 


I never ſuſpected that my nerds poſſeſſed: 
very extraordinary epiſtolary powers; on the 
contrary, I ſhould have ſuppoſed that eaſe, 
delicacy, and ſimplicity, were all the advan- 
tages which her letters could boaſt. Bur 
Mr. Herbert, who really was a ſenſible and 
well informed man, diſcovered in them all the 
wit of a Seyigne, and all the pet ot of a 


Dacier. 


Filial 
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- Fifidt piety fhortened the period of his 
voluntary bamifiiment, and drew kim from 
his academic bower. Mis mother's weak 
and decaying' fate, called for his preſence, 
and = flew with en affection to 


„ Rock the cradle of repoſing age, 
% With lenient art extend a mother's breath, - 
Make langour ſmile, and ſmooth the bed of death : 
Explore the thought, explain the aſking eye, 
5 eee ſky,” 
* F ' 
They who e pen theſe fine e. 
ſions of domeſtic tenderneſs harmonized by 
the Fivect numbers of . the Swan of Thames,” 
without fecting in their hoſoms the throb of 
approbation, wil confider Mr. Herbert's 
appliention of chem vo his on conduct, as: 
the reſult of enher folly or bypocrify ; parts- 


cCularly when it is known. thar he labvured to 
reillume a lamp that had burnt near ſeventy” 
years; and was now the only bar to his un- 
reſtrained poſſeſſion of a handſome formuhe.” * 
Some of iny fair young readers too, who are 
already enamoured with the windmills of: 
| 4-45 modern 
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modern Quixotiſim, will blame. me. for PETE 
biting the portrait of my hero, engaged in 
the common duties of domeſtic liſe. They 
will tell me, that a fairer field for reputation 
lies before me, that I mould have given him 
the gloſs of chivalrous honour, or the ſacred 
flame of liberty; either of which would have 
added elevation and enthuſiaſm to his virtue, 
and rendered him much more the object of 
general admiration, chan his adminiſtering to 
the wants, excuſing the weakneſſes, and 
* over che infirmities of . 


"Jung; reply to theſe fair critics, be BN 
inform them that I am a member of a little 
book ſociety, and conſtantly peruſe every 

new.) publication, from whence. I acquire my 

-&nowledge, not only of the politics, but the 


morals of the world. By theſe 1 diſcover, 
that one general ſpirit of philanthropy, ho- 
nour, liberality and freedom, is gone abroad; 
and I congratulate my own good fortune in 

_ | hving at a time, when all public virtues ſeem. 


fo well underſtood and practiſed. I even. 
fancy | 


„ 8 
— - 
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fancy myſelf an inhabitant of old Rome, and 
doubt not, that if the modeſty of our emi- 
nent men would permit their actions to be 
publiſhed, we ſhould have examples of difin- 
tereſted patriotiſm, which would throw the 
Horatii, Decii, Fabricii, and Cincinatii of 

former times, quite into the ſhade. | 


But after indulging theſe glowing raptures, - 
whilſt J drink my tea, I take up a leſs clal- 
ſical production called a news paper. I there 
read, to my no ſmall aſtoniſhment, of Right 
Honourables being ſeized at gaming houſes, 
in company with notorious ſharpers ; of aſ- 
ſertors of the rights of men evading the rights 


of creditors ;. of patriots who gain immortal 


honour | by combating oppreſſion, yet un- 
luckily are abſolute baſhaws, wherever their 

influence can extend. Theſe , diſcoveries 
ſomewhat check. my national exultation,, and 
notwithſtanding I do not pique myſelf upon 
lingularity, yet I cannot help thinking, that 


N 
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n fm as public virtue, or at leaſt — 
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_. what paſſes current for it, flouriſhes, > Private | 
5 | goodneſs declines. To8e.15 46 „ 15 40h 
' Thoſe actions Pt paſs before the world's 
eye, are equivocal : they may proceed from 
the ſublimeſt motives, or they may be the 
offspring of vanity. We all act and fpeak 
well, when in the preſence of thoſe, whoſe 
eſteem we are anxious to acquize. Nothing 
is eaſier, than by a flowery harangue 'on a 
popular ſubject, to influence the paſſions, and 
_ extort the applauſe of a prejudiced audience. 
But I would follow the man who thus ſpeaks 
and acts, to his family. I:would: ſee him, 
when, free from the reſtraint of obſervation, 
his character aſſumes its natural aſpecti Is 
be ſtill the kind benevolent philtmhropiſbd 
are there no latent marks of pride; tyranny, 
and eruelty? is he yet confeious that he is 


. f 
= furrounded- by fellow creatures; capable of 
feeling ill uſage, and detecting folly:? Should 
an affirmatwe be the weleome- reply EN 
1 Genceforth give ur 


0 


plaudit, and 
n 
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cheerfully ſubſelibe to the. fincerity; 2s we 
as to the Tipenority of his character. 420 


. 


"F Know there are a ſuffcient bucnber ol 


originals poſſeſſed of this com prehenſive me- 


rit, to jultify my aſcribing it to Mr. Her- 


bert. But as it ſeems chiefly neceſſary for a 
rank in life, above that in which I have placed 


him, as the principles of government are well 
underſtood, and the cauſe of liberty and phi- 
lanthropy need no additional defenders; I 
thought that in this ſpeculative and declama- 
tory age, a practical, inſtead of a theoretical 


reformer, would be a novel, and not unplea- 


ſant character. 


So much for my female politicians and phi- 
loſophers. To ſuch of my readers who have 


eſcaped this faſhionable infection, I would 


recommend a cautious doubt of that merit, 
which appears to obtrude and force itſelf 
upon their regard. There are now neither 
dragons,. enchanters, nor giants, for theſe 


zealous night-errants to combat. The evils 
K 6 moſt 


, 
£44 
$2 | 
bes a 
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moſt dangerous to the damſels of the pre- 
ſent age, lurk in the boſoms of their pre- 
ten ed champions; and the drawcanfir who 
ſallies forth to attack the vices and follies of 
the world, ſhould at leaſt be careful that he 
does not make war againſt his own houſe- 
hold. „ 


_— 
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W135 2) 


CHAP. XVI. 


(HOSE readers who how paſied over. 
the ſage and laborious reflections with 
which I concluded my laſt chapter, will be 
. eee Ne Ce reſume the nar- 


Mrs. 1 recovery, leſt her ſon's. 
mind at leifure to indulge that tender paſ- , 
ſion, which when fixed on a worthy object, 


and. 


Joyings,,, ba 


3 
o * 
0 


Every 


ynembarraſſed by vexatious circum- g 
ſtances, forms the moſt agreeable reveries 


Kana men Jn. . ol en- 
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Every ſucceſſive interview with Maria, 
confirmed his high idea of her excellence, 
and increaſed the ardency of his wiſhes, to 
gain a heart which. he judged. invaluable. 
The plainneſs of his diſpoſition rendered 
him averſe to conſtraint and diſguiſe, and 
- urged him with blunt ſimplicity, to avow a 

paſſion which was at once his pleaſure and 

his pride. But though he read in Mrs. 
Williams's eyes, an entire approbation of his 


pretenſions, Maria's reſerved and cautious 


penfivendhs, :ſceme® to indieate a confirmed © 
reſdldtiem of repreſſing every hope thit hat 
more chan Mendſhip for its object. He” 
trembled to offend her by an open avowal, ' 


and yet feared to be puniſhed by a deprivas* 
tion of that eſteem, with which he was now 


tom ae Mis heart hourly dicfared} did but 
recall to Maria's mindtheaffidviries of a man; 
vo once appeared 
rode of hortonr.” She cbuld not think that's 
perſon; who” knew her former folly, cbuld 
have any other deſign than to reconcile Her 

N a to 


like Herbert, clacf ĩu che 4 


| Oy 
** 


ADVANTAGES! oy EDUCATION. 20% 


neroſity of ſuch an intention, and with re- 


gret reflected, that ſhe was unworthy the 


affections of a judicious and conſiderate man. 


Such; on a neater appearance, the 'Oxonian 


appeared, Whatever, on 4 curſory view, 
ſeemedꝭ odd or ungraceful, on a more inti- 
mate): e MP loſt its + ſingularity. 


Je: 2 

„She. found that he poſſeſſed great dove 
ſenſe, and muck literary improvement; this, 
enlivened by a characteriſtic view of humour 
rendered him an agreeable and inſtructive 
companion. His atrentions to his mother 
placed him in a ſtill more elevated point-of 


view j and his behaviour to his domeſtics, 


correſponded with this- amiable conduct, agd 


W e | 


urban, 
151 1 A1 10f1 * Ni 7 : x FIT 


eil de neat tn ot he 


piocuted: her lover's diſcharge; and by ſetling 
— penſion on the ol woman, 
Naben rendered 


to herſelf. © She praiſed; with a figh, the ge- 


affected at the ſtory of Nelly Waters, that he 


| 
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rendered the young ah San wars. 
camfarcabls. 


1. 
1 


Nr. Raby, Goes un e 8 vide; had 
fallen into a melancholy. and dejected ſtate of 
mind. Herbert frequently devoted. a. few 
hours to the entertainment or conſolation of 
the forſaken: old man, and won, from his 
gratitude, the ſincere confeſſion, that he found 
from, a. ſtranger the attention and comfort, 


e ing ee child. wee 
Se RAR M41; © > 190% RTE T20155% 


Nor were theſe * only inſtances of his. 
Philanthropy. Every one who knew him, 
could tell of ſome little ſervice which his 
good nature had agreeably rendered them; 
and Maria never Hard his name mentioned. 


in company, withhut ſomebody apoſtrophi- 
zing, Ah l that is a friendly honeſt fel- 


5 old it lite fat bios 
* leren . eee } 
WS. A; $17 - $$ 4519 # *. a4 1 E - 
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4 Ane e 
e the dereaftion which uſually- follows 
„merit, 
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merit, and could give no better reaſon. for 
his popularity, than that though very viva- 
cious in his converſation, he was a profeſſed 
enemy to ſlander and perſonal, ridicule, and 
to that wit which, is founded ↄn ſarcaſm. 
Every. one knew that heir character was 
ſaſe in his hands; his Oyn. conſcience. never 
led him to ſuſpect the vorſt of others, and 
when candour refuſed the vail which charity 
required, his indignation was rather pointed. 
at the vice, than the vicious perſon. To. 
this was added, an unaſſuming propriety of 
behaviour. He never appeared to arrogate 
more virtue, or more wiſdom than his aſ- 
ſociates. In fact, he was rather in che habit = 
of doing.gpod things, thay ſaying fine ones. 


Eftcem i in Maria's r AP to ad- 
miration, Void of any other deſign than 
that of ſecuring his friendſhip, and uncon- 
ſcious of her own power, ſhe felt an awk- 
wardneſs in his company, which originated 
from conſcious diffidence. She. never ſo 
highly valued the Or instructions which 

ſhe 


< 


- undertake the raft of her” inſtructor. This 


q _ ams, whe had long been "ty acquaine” 
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| the Had received” from her mother; 28 now.” 


Yer Nr. Herberts ſuperior | Knowledge; 
made her think her own indigefted" amd fu- 
perficial. She wiſhed ro penetrate inta che 
depths of thoſe ſciences, over which the 
had before thrown a curſory eye. She at 
Hft reſolved” to requeſt Mr. Herbert would 


he accepted with a tranſport, which carmot 
be deſeribed. The new character made 
their i interviews fil more freque nt, and Mrs. 


ed with Mr. Herbert's ſentiments, pere 
with Ppleaſure that her maſter's merit was 4 


very agreeable and frequent fubject of 


by 8 MLM In 10 
; - 4 


fair pupils converſation: WEE? 


That bebe ſoon aer * ad 


| recovery, had diſcovered to Mrs. Wiltiams 


his admiration of ker child. But when me 


expreſſed her ſatisfaction in the warm terms 

. ol tranſported pleafure, the mind 6f Herbert, 
which was by ho means deficient in delicacy” 
and ſuſceptibility,” ſoreſaw a danger to the 
dear 
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dear girbs peace; from a propoſal ſo ſtrongly 
ſeconded. Like generops/Oftnyn, he knew 
that marriage would make him wretched, if 
it made not his Zara happy; and he entreat- 


ed, nay, extorted a promiſe from che good 


mother, that ſhe would not only keep his 
ſecret in her 'own boſom, but that ſhe would 


avoid ſaying any thing in his commendation, 


or even dropping the mom diſtant hint, that 
tho ſhould feel ſatisfied at their being united. 
You, madam,” faid he, „ will excuſe me; 
when Þ own that I have a whimfical jealouſy 
of your influetice over Marn's mind. I know 
filial dury would induce her ready eompli- 


aye centered in obtaining her, I ſhould be 
wretched, even in her ſociety, if I imagined'a 


latent reluctance rendered her leſs happy in 


the union than myſelf; I muſt be "certified 


that I owe her hand to herſelf alone, and aas 
you are the only rived 1 _ ee m 


. tragg ee 


Mrs. 


* —— RY 


ance with any propoſal that has your ſanc- 


ity... But perhaps, faid the; « you wilt 
not be dliſpleaſed if I occaſionally give you 
A little information of the ee eee 


e eee Ern n 459 


© yarious.times fulfilled.» A lover who had le 
de, would have felt exccedingly clated 
1 wich che intelligenee->hich. he frequently re- 
b, 25 - ceived:;-but be faw throvgh. different: optics 
3 rr 


e by Ah ba 41 
Kat. Heb i; 8 25 2. wk 


A 


6 73 by avg the a as long 
7 5 bern pfad of predictive powers, not only 
EY diſcovered their latent affrction, but even 
"= ata their marriage "gag ge cheir 

future plan of liſe As 
155 .. trequegily charged her wit ith her ſuppoſed at· 
- Uchment, and urge "her, by an abſolute 
. avowal, . n the opinion which they 
e When * were 


5 WS | EF , 
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were determined to entertain. She anſwered 


theſe attucks with that firm poſitive denial, 
which ſhe thought moſt adapted to impreſs 
on them an idea of her reſolution to ſpend 


the remainder of her life in a ſtate of bleſſed 


dulity of her auditors, or through ſome what ; 


ſingleneſs; but whether, through the inhere 


ſuſpicious in her on manner, Marias en- 
deavours to convince them of her indiffer- 
| ence to ps ne were Need un- 


I am 100 810 an Adin "= the ho- 
nour of my own ſex, that nothing but my re- 
gard to truth, could extort from me a confeſ- 
fon; that amongſt our few foiables, curioſity 
may, perhaps, be reckoned. The young 
girls, reſolved to gratify this ptopenſity at all 


events; platined a ſcheme to ſunpriſe ber into 


a confeſſion. They determined to tell her 
that they were now affured of her veracity, 
which Mr. Herbert's late behaviour to Miſs 
Mandeville, rendered inconteſtible and if 
Om * concern at hearing a report 
| of 


C 
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of his being particular in his attentions 4% 
that lady, they would immediately enjoy the 
laugh of triumph, which ſo fair an occaſion 
oed. % hl N dreh 


* * 
% V «@ A Y a | % 
I'S 4.4 1 140 a 


Mlaria fell into the ſnare, which was laid 
with ſome addreſs, —— 
ingly, by her evident amm ; 
2 6 1. 
16, It was,” ſag the, We that he 
could have any ſerious thoughts of a perſon, 
whoſe character was | fo n eee PRO 
i Es nt MIND 
Aten ES ang em d ung 
They ſirengthened their inſinuations, by 
urging every inſtance of improbable mar- 
riages that had fallen in their knowledge; 
and obſerved, that her extreme levity and 
politeneſs, would be very agreeably contraſted 
with the no leſs remarkable 2 92 
en deer F. xg $5997 Vale 14 
11 
„ Abende menen dna 3 his 6, 
fence; ſhe affirmed that theſe qualities were 
22 5 2 never 
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never exerted, but when milder means were 
ineffectual to reſtrain. folly, or detect vice. 
She proteſted, that he poſſeſſed 1 in an eminent 
degree, all the entertaining powers that could 


render converſation agreeable, as well as the 
leſs obvious, though more eſtimable talents, © 


that diſtinguiſh him as a friend, and member 
of ſociety. In the midft of. her panegeric, 
ſhe ſuddenly met her mother's eye, and as 
ſhe well knew how to read its language, ſhe 
ſpeedily terminated her oration, 


YH 


and tao 
ene nei: TT. 3 
Mare. could. not recover bes equanimity” 
for though the knew it would be impoſſible 
22 Herbert ſhould really think of lo 
ed a miſtrefs as Miſs Mandeyille, ac- 
tually Was, ſhe felt uneaſy that ſuch an idea 
had gone abroad, and {trove, though i in vain, 
to dire} it dern her memory. 


1 : 
\ 1 
* 


1 friends 2 Th "ingenuity, 
leave, with ſome Were 1 . 
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Mrs. Williams aſked her, « Why ſhe had 
been ſo warm in refuting what ſhe Was fo 
fylly convinced, v was #falſhood.” 10 Lp 


33 


— 


Maria could hay anſwer,” * « that ſhe owed 
Tuch a juſtification to her friend, whoſe cha- 
racter ſhe thought ſuffered, Praga the ne | 


: taken account. 
© « Your clan; my deu, ſaid Mrs. 

Williams, © preſerve their wonted warmth, 
and Mr. Herbert is now the faultleſs being 
which Miſs Raby was formerly. You can- 
not allow the ſhadow of error to thoſe who 
poſſeſs your eſteem. It is poſſible, however, 
that the world may give a different conſtruc- 
tion to your motives, and not knowing that 
you are only platonic in your attachment, 
may fancy you a little ſelfiſn in e 
is addreſſes to * Mandeville.” 


* 
- 


IT 1 


I cannot t deſbibe Maria's concern at this 
ſuggeſtion, nor the warmth with which ſhe 


vindicated herſelf from ſuch a charge. 


Her 
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Her mother affected to believe her excul- 
_ pation, but amongſt the incidents ſhe. re- 
counted to Mr. Herbert; the above was men- 
tioned as a circumſtance by no means 1 
8 deſpair. „ ie e et * 


Such encouragement ſoon As the 
lover to offer to the amiable girl, his ſincere 
and affectionate heart. As his concealment 1 
had rather proceeded from reaſonable appre- 1 
henſions, than awkward ſhineſs, he ſoon foune 1 
an opportunity favourable to the diſ cover 42 
which he ſo ardentiy wiſtied. His conver- ' - 
ſations with Maria generally took. a literary | " 
turn; and he, without any apparent deſign, = - | | 
introduced the following verſes, which he ſaid 

wee nen by a iead-of fil, aud. adareft, i 
ſed to a young lady, t to men he was ten- | 
j 


* 
" 
1 
* 
4 
wy 
_- 
- PR. 
- 
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3 
, 1 
9 by 
ö 
* 
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derly attached. 


Far from the altar of the Cyprian queen, * 
To virtuous love a ſacred ſhrine-I'll rear; 3 1 


And every power ſhall ornament the ſcene, 3 | 
mne ; 1 

vox. 11. 3 . Chats 3 
| . "IP, % 
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Chaſte as her fame, the lily there ſhall grow, 
And blended with the roſe 6f beauty vie j 
There ſhall the azure byacinthus blow, 
Meek as the ſuſtre of her downcaſt eye. 
; Loud, as if midſt the Eleuvinian choir, | 
5 +. Hence ye profane ! my warning lips ſhall ſay N ” 
; Hence every ſelfiſh wiſh and looſe defire; 
Here virtue darts her all-pervading ray. 
The ſylvan deities {hall haunt the grove, 
I There truth, immortal goddeſs ! wall repair ; | 
Ba ag 49s up eee | 
©, 'To tinge the bluſhes of my artleſs fair. 
| There will I lead my charmer, there impart | 
My warm eſteem, my tenderneſs fincere, 5 
My love diſdains the colouring of art. 
be cant of flattery would offend her ear. | 
My love I'll tell; unbounded is the theme, 
My throbbing heart its fervour ſhall approve z 
Each daily muſing, every nightly dream, © © 
S .tamp'd by her image all confirm my love. 
That image fil, to thele fond eyes appears TEC 
-  Grac'd with each excellence of mind and mein ; 
Baue ſmiles, and joy illumes my future years; 
+ | She frownis, and life is but a joyleſs ſcene. 
Oh fair, though latent obje& of my vows, 
Wilt thou accept affectionꝰs votive ſtrain ; 
Receive a youth, who all unprattis'd bows, 
| And feels « paſſion he could never fen: 
My tongue ineloquent but coldly pleads :- 
Let then my eyes my ſoul's fond wiſhes prove ; 
While generous ſentiments and virtuous deeds, 
Confeſs my wiſh to merit her I love. 
5 55 Should' ſt 
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| Should'ſ thou to me thy valued hand reſign, , 
My heart ſhall prize thee, and my arm defend; 
* Thy j Joys, thy fears, thy ſorrows ſhall be mine, 
Whilſ in the huſband each fond name I blend. 
Retentiye gratitude, unſwerving truth, 
Tr Ny beer fond affeetions ſhall engage; 
Rane every thorn that threats the peace of youth, 
And ſcatter roſes on the path of age. 


Maria was ſo pleaſed with the ſentiments. 
expreſſed in the preceding lines, that ſhe 
could ſcarce avoid felicitating the lady who 
had made this agreeable conqueſt Her ap- 
probation determined Herbert to own him- 
ſelf their author; nor did he leave her long 
in perplexity, as to the object to whom they 
were inſcribed. In declaring his attachment, 
he uſed terms equally expreſlive of affection 
and eſteem. His manner was reſpectful | 
without ſervility, and he appeared deſirous to 
gain her heart, through the medium of her 
underſtanding; Though anxious, to. meet 
with a favourable reply, he ſeemed more de- 
firous that her anſwer ſhould be agreeable to 
berſelf, than to his wiſhes ; nor would he 

| L 2 permit 
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permit his impatience. to preſcribe a rule, 
that might pain her delicacy, by inforcing an 
immediate deciſion. On the contrary, he 
begged permiſſion to introduce the ſubject at 
a future opportunity, and then left her to 
conſult with reaſon and her own inclinations, 
and to follow their determinations. 


Maria's firſt reflection, when alone, was a 
parallel between the different modes of court- 
ſhip, which her preſent and former lover had 
adopted. Mr. Herbert had not endeavoured 
to bewilder her in a maze of tender and un- 
meaning rhetoric ; he had not ſet her heart 
and duty at variance; he had. even wiſhed 
her to conſider and reflect. And as he had 
not uttered one paſſionate. imprecation, or 
denounced his poſitive reſolution of expiring 
the inſtant that ſhe refuſed him, ſhe had full 
liberty to weigh every objection, without con- 
fidering what dreadful effects a denial would 
have on the diſcarded lover. She ſoon 
found, that the only diſſuaſives ſhe could re- 
collect, originated in her care to preſerve the 


3 Propriety 
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propriety of her own behaviour. Her at- 
tachment to Sir Henry Neville was publick- 

ly known; and though Mr. Herbert had not 
conſidered it as a reaſon againſt a ſecond 
choice, the world probably might. Beſides, 
her reſolutions againſt marriage had been 
| avowed to all her acquaintance, and to break 
them, would expoſe her juſtly to the ridicule 


due to inconhſtency. .. \ 


Theſe were the only reaſons that urged 
her to reject a man, whoſe merit ſhe lincerely 
approved; and ns they did not appear abſo- 
lutely concluſive, ſhe thought there could be 
e Aten e on the 


-- 
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: „ Williams, who was the counſel- 
he to whom Maria referred. her 


3 did not immediately give a directe | 


reply. She made ſome general obſervations 
to Mr. Herbert's advantage, and begged 
Maria would attentively conſider whether 
the faw any peculiarity in his perſon, manner, 
or diſpoſition, which appeared to be diſcor- 
dant to her own | ſentiments of nn 
and propriety. 


A young 
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% A young woman, my dear girl, faid 
ſhe, * ſhuuld never think of encouraging W 
lover, whom in any point of view ſhe con- 
ſiders to be diſagreeable; even if her diſlike 
is rather aſcribable to whimſical caprice, than 
any well founded notion of propriety. ' She 
ought, i in this inſtance, either totally to ſub- 
due, or elſe indulge it. Taſte is, J grant, 
by no means proper to be an implicit 
guide in a matter of ſuch importance, as the 
choice of an huſband: we ſhould; however, 
give it ſome conſequence; and allow it a 
kind of qualified negative. It may decide _ 
what is pleaſing, for that relates only to 
ſelves. The' eſtimable Re W — 
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Maria ſaw dee) in \ Herbert's beſlivigls 


that ſhe diſapproved. « ] could,” ſaid ſhe, 
; bluſhing, « ſay more, did not fear that you 
would think me too apt to indulge favour-- 
able opinions. Do, I beſeech you, give me 


L4 ' „» Young 
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- 1-4 Young. women,” refured Mrs. Wil 
5 "iy « eſpecially thoſe whoſe minds are 
formed for conftancy and reflection, are apt 
| -<ofallintoancrron, extremely prejudicial to 
©... their peace. The inconſtancy of à lover 
wounds them ſo deeply, that they transfer to 
the whole ſex; the dium. that is juſtly due 
to the perfidy or treachery of an individual. 
Haſty reſolutions are formed, which if ad- 
hered to, lead to morbid melancholy. I am 
fu fcomghinking that female, happineſs is of 
gneceſſiy conmcted with marriage; but 
though many. ſenſible reaſons may be ad- 
duced in favour of celibacy, I believe they 
generally are, and indeed experience teaches 
us they ought to be. moſt valid, When we. 
have no eligible opportunity of ag 
it for ue an. 1 | 


8 Ot the ne couples 3 
ſome, I grant, would be happier if ſeparated ; / 
and many wives who have made an knpru- 
dent choice, earneſtly wiſh that it was 10 


. cheir _= to return to the unencumbered 
leiſure 
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Kiſyre and ſelf. indulgence which ſingleneſs 
allow. Many of the fraternity of old maids. 
diſcover, by their good humour and cheer- | 
fulneſs, (Mrs. Williams and I are acquainted) - | 
that their ſituation by no means. deſerves the 
ridicule and odium generally affixed to it. 
But as candour muſt be the attendant on ſuch 
characters, they will allow, that had they 
met with an agreeable. offer, which they could 
prudently have. accepted, they would not, in 
the early part of their lives, have refuſed lo 
ET marriage v vo W . ai - mw 

Wins with reſpect to my opinion of Mr. 
Herbert, integrity ſeems the predominant 
feature of his ſoul. He has a greater ſhare 

of independency of ſentiment, than I ever 

knew a man poſſeſs. Nothing can perſuade. 

him to alter a. conduct which he conſiders. 

to be conſcientious ; and he fears no perſon' $, 1 
reſentment, when engaged in the cauſe. of - 
virtue. . He appears to be a nian, whom. the - | 
allurements of ambition, avarice, and plea- - 
ſure, can never detach from duty. The on- 


„ „ „ 


* 
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ly ſpring, by which his heart is- aſſailable,- j % 
tenderneſs; of which he poſſeſſes an infinite- 
ly greater ſhare than any florid pretender 
whom I ever met. It is in this light that 1 
view his filial piety ; his behaviour to his, 
mother is ſtrongly indicative. of compaſſion | 
and gratitude, How anxiouſly does he at- 
tend to all her wants and deſires; with what 

reſpectſul propriety does he bear thoſe ſtarts _ 
of petulance, which pain makes her ſome- 
times give way to; how very amiable are 
his endeavours to conceal thoſe lapſes of 1 me- 
mory, which are ranked amongſt the imbe- 
cilities of age ! a man who can, in the ſpright- 
lieſt period of life, give up even his favourite 
| purlvits to theſe neglected and unfaſhionable 
duties, can never diſtreſs the female heart, 
whoſe only hope and. ſolace,, is his protection 
and love. 2 


* 


7 0 His faults are N 4 and perhaps I 
| may add, poſitiveneſs of temper ;, but he is 
too undiſguiſed and generous to be reſent- 
ful; And a e ſhare 2 18800 ſenſe, pre- 

f ſerxes 
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ſerves him from frequently falling mto-error. 
Mr. Herbert's wife has only to exert a ſelt-, 
command, till her huſbandꝰs tranſient ebb 
of paſſion ſubſides; and ſhe is then ſure of 

meeting with every reparation which a can- 
did acknowledgment of his fault can render. 
I grant this 1s a blemiſh in his character, and 
did it frequently appear, or was it carried to 
an extreme, I ſhould view it in a more cri- 
winal light. But as it is in part ſubdued: by 
reaſon and benevolence, I confeſs I conſider 
it, but as the ſhade of humanity, in a ' foul 
truly deſirous of attaining to perfect goodneſs, 
and it ſerves to place in a ſtronger light, 

* eſtimable virtues. | 


ps 407 -- 
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00 I all my anxious cares „Maris, 8 
your mind, I never yet held out a lover as 
your reward. Had this been my chief view 
in your education, I ſhould have directed my: 
attention to your poſſeſſing more ſhewy ac- 
compliſhments, which in this tinſel age, at- 
tract the general notice of men, But I ra 


by . wiſhed you to pa through life un 
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A W , bc received uin Ave 


eelat, for qualities, which can boaſt no intrin⸗ 


lie merit. Providenee, indulgem i in the ol | 
treme to my deſires, has made you in every: 


point of view amiable.. It fuperadds an op- 
portunity of ſecuring your happineſs," if an 


union with a man, poſſeſſed of honour, ſenſe, 


and virtue, can ſecure it; one. who tenderly 
loves you, and whoſe forrune is equal to your 


birth and wiſhes. I. ſheuld blame you, if a 
fear of the ridicule of which your grliſh de- 
terminations againſt marriage will draw on: 
you, could influence. you to. renounce. &; 


plealing a proſpect. , 


Though this. diſcourſe exceeded the uſual: 
length of Mrs. Williams's harangues, Maria: 
was too great an admirer of her mother's ora- 
tory, to complain of its prolbrity. Reſpect 
for her opinion, prevented her from contro- 


verting arguments, which moſt daughters | 


will, or mn to be Gena. en Tote 
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Mr. Herbert, at his next viſit, had the 
tranſport to hear his lovely miſtreſs, wich A 
timid and ingenuous air, ej her al 
ance of his: PRO N 


— 


3 foo proliminarics can intervene, 10 
retard an union which is founded in equality 
of fortune, ſituation, and mind. It was a- 
greed to accept of Mrs, Herbert's offer, of 
reſigning her houſe to the young people; it 


being her expreſs wiſh to reſide with Mrs, 
Williams, in her pleaſant little box, and to 


enjoy, through the ſmall remainder of her 
life, the uninterrupted pleaſure of converſing 
amn WE 
WeatSe 1 .. LIEN ol HW | | 2 


8.50 


th 2289 


liabe propaiet to Mr. — ke: 
ſide occaſional calls, two days in every week: 
ſbauld be dedicated to the fociety of their 
parents, which all parties agreed, that a little 
iatermiſſian would ſtill more endear. 
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* Though" the rv bu of | Maris Elend p 
for Mrs. Pierpoint, had now greatly declined, 
| ſhe thought, from their long intimacy, that 
it was incumbent upon her to inform that 
lady of her preſent profp ets. The letter 
was diftated in the uſual ſtyle of eaſy con- 
fidence, and in the conclufion the preſſed her 
to be a more punctual correſpondent. The 
anſwer was ſome what Riff, but I will ſubjoin 
it for the inſtruction of others, who wiſh, to 
know how * Set my of. an mages 
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The ode Mes: ple pf 
kind compliments to Miſs Williams, and 
aſſures her, that ſhe poſſeſſes her ſincereſt 
wiſhes for her happineſs ; but ſhe fears that 
it will be impoſſible, if Miſs Williams per- 
fiſts in her deſign of marrying Mr. Herbert, 
for her to preſerve the pleaſure of her ac- 
quaintance, conſidering the very different line 
of life into which Mrs. Pierpoint is now 
thrown. She continues exceedingly Miſs 
Williams's friend, and laments the neceflity 
off 
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of declining the correſpondence- whith Miſs 
Williams has done her the /honour to preſs, 
as her leiſure is really woo eg and og 
Naa act numerous. l | 


= 4 - 4 
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f e will end WK turn in this 


epiſtle, upon which I ſhall make a ſnort 
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The term honourable, at the beginning, 


was a newly acquired title, on account of the 
father of Major Pierpoint having acceded to 
an earldom, though without a ſuitable addi · 


tion to his income. 1 ſhould have premiſed, 
that he had diſinherited his ſon for marrying 
a cit, which is an unpardonable offence in the 


eyes of thoſe, whoſe birth exceeds their pe- 
cuniary abilities. The ſame word honour, 


towards* the concluſion of Mrs. Pierpoint's 
letter, conveyed: a very different meaning. 


and was intended to expreſs the proud humi · 
| lng uw the ans EY 2 2 
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born readers muſt have diſcovered this long 
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. 29%; ug er err 
withſtanding the inſtability of her once dear 
Charlotte's temper, ſhe only altered Fom 


honourable Mrs. Pierpoint, whenever che 
ſubject of pretty women was mentioned, 
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Wich reſpe& to Mr. Herbert's birth, 1 
can affirm that his father was the youngeſt 7 
ſon of the youngeſt branch of a very reſpe& 

able and - dignified family, and his mother 
was actually the ſecond couſin to a Scotch 
Raronet, by the male hr. But my aell- 


ago. His ſentiments, I flatter myſelf; ſuł. 
ficiently vouch his belonging to the Patrician 
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one fooliſh propenſitywto another ; and the 


Naga ren get ap -whom the had 
formerly ſeen, and who really would have 
14 5 : | of — made 
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made [ſome naiſe in the woulds if me * 
nat e pn ann 


"Hs now | conduit my vin to A 
Temple of Hymen, the general termination 
af female. adventures, I ſhall; take leave of 
my, readers with ſome reflections which were 
made by. Mrs. Williams, on re pre- 
ceding her daughter s marriage. | 


Mr. Herbert bad Juſt, Ao 
all the tranſport, of tenderneſs, which: a near 
proſpect. oſ happineſs, inſpired, when Maria, 
who during the whole evening appeared! un- 
uſually penſive, turned afide her head to: con 
ceal from her mother's obſervation, tha tears: 
which ſtreamed, down her cheek. That at- 
tentive parent anxiouſly inquired: the cauſe, 
and found that they pragceded from the de- 
licate apprehenſions, that ſhe ſhould. not al- 
ways appeat equally arniahle in ber louer's 
eyes; that they ſfrauld part with leſs: NE 
and meet with-lefs: pleaſure; | 
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« 1 have 
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te I have fear,“ ſaid Mrs. Williznis, 
ce but it-is not that indifferenee ſhould: ulurp 
the place of love. My knowledge of both 
your character makes me think this im- 
poſſible. My apprehenſions ariſe from the 
- extreme ſuſceptibility - of your mind; and 1 
| entreat you, from regard to your future 
peace, that you will recollect the candid 

2 5 - obſervations of the amiable Deſdemona, 
men are but men, nor muſt a wife always 
expect the behaviour of a lover, even from an 
aſfectionate huſband. Some what of buſineſs 

| | will, at times, puddle: the cleareſt temper, 
and. little inadvertencies, or words foreign to 
ſdth:e general tenor of their hearts, will eſcape” 
from lips, accuſtomed only to expreſs the 
laws of kindneſs. I charge you, by all 
your deareſt hopes, forbear to ponder on 
theſe haſty expreſſions. Drive them from 
your mind; take no merit to yourſelf for 
excuſing them, left you ſhould annex an 
. idea of patient ſuffering to your own cha- 
1% racter, and unkindneſs to your huſband's. '= 


——— 
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« do not adviſe you to be placid, cheet- 
ful and prudent ;, you are not likely to err in 
theſe points. My fear is, that. you ſhould 
| indulge your tenderneſs 8 a degree painful 
to yourſelf, and diſtreſſing to .your huſband, 
Shew him, my child, that you are his help- 
mate, not his incumberance. - Let not his 


diſtreſs at any diſa;,rous. circumſtance, be 

aggravated by the fear, that yon will fink”? 855 
under affliction. C onvince him that you e 
have fortitude to bear the common ills of 


life, as well as patience to endure its com- 
mon nn 

Tei path, though it promiſes to 
be pleaſant, cannot be entirely through arca- 
dian ſcenes of felicity. Trials muſt occur, 


even to the happieſt, It is the part of 


reaſon and religion, to mitigate their ſeve- 


rity, Humility, which inſpires a lowly. 


mind and moderate deſires, is the ſureſt road 
to content. Such a diſpoſition, though per- 
haps incompatible with the nice refinement 


of feeling, which it is now the faſhion to 


L affect, 
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ee is lor. only cbnfiſtent, but ebnen 
1 5 to the exeftions of true Piety, tenderneſs, 
and benevolence. I have ſeen much of hu- 
man life, and will give you the conchuſtons 
| which experience teaches me to form, in be 
| a words of our female Epidtetus, | 915 a 
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